
THE MIGRATION OF VOYAGEURS FROM DRUMMOND ISLAND.

Stc. Marie and other sanguinary points during the war of 1812-15. 
This is a testimony more eloquent than words to the loyalty and worth 
of the ancestors of the settlers around Penetanguishene.

The military posts became centres towards which they naturally 
gravitated, hence Drummond Island became the nucleus of voyageurs 
from Mackinaw and the numerous posts in the west. The removal of 
the British troops to Penetanguishene became the subject of official 
correspondence by Lord Dalhousie as early as 1822.

Several residents of Drummond Island appear to have taken time 
bv the forelock. A Scotch trader named Gordon from Drummond 
Island made, in 1825, the first permanent settlement at Penetanguishene, 
on the east side of the harbor, just 1 vond Barracks Point, and called it 
the “Place of Penetangnushene.’ It subsequently became known as 
Gordon’s Point. Bounding Pile Point to the right of the incoming 
voyager is the “ Place of the V ite Rolling Sand,” which gives to the 
picturesque bay within its ,antic name. On the opposite shore is 
Gordon's Point, to the left and almost-straight ahead. Gordon’s first 
wife was a daughter of Mrs. Agnes Landry, a French-Ojibway woman, 
who was born on Drummond Island, and who accompanied the 
daughter’s family to their wilderness home. At a later date he formed 
the nucleus of the future town, building the first house, which still 
stands, and is occupied by his descendants, the Misses Gordon. His 
second wife was a daughter of Charles Langlade. Gordon died in 1852, 
aged G5 years.

Other voyageurs are known to have been at Penetanguishene as 
early as 1816, but only as transient traders. Mrs. Gordon and her 
mother, Widow Landry, whose remains now rest near the ruins of the 
old Gordon homestead, are therefore fairly entitled to rank as the 
pioneers of the voyageurs from Drummond Island to Penetanguishene.

Their marriage customs were necessarily of the most primitive 
character, simply a mutual agreement, and, usually, one or two 
witnesses. A priest or missionary at those distant posts was a rare 
sight in the early days. Fidelity, however, was a marked characteristic 
among them, only two or three exceptions having been so far discovered 
in the history of this people, and they invariably took advantage of the 
first opportunity to have a proper marriage ceremony performed. This 
also explains the apparent anomaly of numerous couples, with large 
families, being married after their arrival at Penetanguishene, notably 
on the visit of Bishop McDonnell there in 1882.

Nameless graves are scattered here and there, showing the last 
resting-places of many of these pioneers. Seven are at Gordon’s Point,


