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ment, or any other government, that will

pend monej for this purpose, and spend
it in iUfh H way aa will enable the people
of this rountry to coropeto with the tie-
mendouH intluencea which atfeet
this (jutHtion of tianHportatinn to
the south of ua. There is no
reaso'i to he afraid of aponding money.
I am not afraid of apeiiding money. And
the countiy ia not afraid of 8]>ending
money. Hut let us epend it in a reaaon-
ible and proper way. And no aaner or
better way can he found of spending
the money of thia country than in pro-
ridinx these termtnala on the lalces,

developing the lake porta to which
I have referred, improving the St.
Lawrence waterway ao aa to make
it aa perfect aa money can make
it, and placing the porta of Montreal, (Que-
bec, 8t. John, lialifnx and any other
national ports on aa good basis as any
American porta. I have already explained
my position with regard to a shorter line
for the Intercolonial through New Bruns-
wick.

It is very near Rix o'clock, but, ifitia
not asking too much of the indulgence of
the House, I would like to finith what I
have to aay before you leave the Chair,
Mr. Speaker.

;

The elevator question in the west, in
connection with t hese terminals, in a very i

important une, and it ia one that will have
j

to lie dealt with by the government, and
dmlt with under the beat possible expert
advice. We know that in the western
states a faimer, on putting his grain in
tiip warehouse, gets a certificate wh'ch is '

Rimrnntfed by the state and r.hich is I

p actically ao much money to the person for
*h«fe benefit it ia p'ven. He cpn go to any
bank and draw theaniOunt at once. This is
» mutter that I have not studied or carefully
(ncidered

; but it setms to me it would
'e a j.ropei siiljeft for the government to
luli.v investigate, with a view to deciding
»bulier some similar system could not
be .tJopted in this country, ao that
It' farmer of the west, putting

grain into warehouse would re-
etiv Mich a certificate, would, if necessary,
til'

.
the whole faith of the country pledged

to tl, accuracy of the certificate, and be
«we to realize upon bis grain at once. It is

a <ju»8tion not without rlifficultiei, not
without comnlicntions. But there are
dozens of 11 le^tiona aa imnortant to tht
people of this country aa Ibis one. which
this g ivernmeotdoea not aeem to luve in-
vestigHted at all. but which would have
b-^en investigated and placed before the
llouae in suitable form if the government
had proceeded with the policy they brought
down at the opening of the aessiou and re-
peated in the month of May last. Do not
let any man in this House or out of it be-
lieve that he underatands the qaeation of
transportation thoroughly. I do not be-
lieve there ia any one man in Canada who
understanda that queation completely in
all ita aspects. You would have to get a
number of the beat railway men in Canada
tog'sther in order to understand the com-
plexitiea and ditficulties of the situation, so
aa to be able to meet tbem. For example
the Canada Atlantic B- ilway ia competing
at Dulnth and Chicago for western grain.
Mattera of thia kind ahould be conaidered
and weighed aa they affe'^t the problem in

.

the east. All the queationa affeeting the
]

right of the farmers of the west to store
hia grain practically at the expense of the
country, without charge, except as after-
wards included in the railway freight rate
—because, I believe, that ia what is done
in the western states, where the elevator
charge for a certain period i.s not
paid in the fir.st instance by the far-
mer, but is absorbed in the railway
charge—all those things should be studied.
It m<*y be found necessary for thia govern-
ment to take steps to relieve the congestion
in the west, and for the purpose of reliev
ing that congestion, to exercise the running
rights I have referred to over the Intercol-
onial to Winnipeg, and to provide in Winni-
peg additional terminals to those I have
suggested on the shores of Georgian Bay.
I think that is a great possibility, a very
serious possibility, and perhaps in the not
very distant futuie. Because we shall have
enormous grain crops in the North-west,
and it would be an economic waste it seems
to me, for 100,000 farmers to build 100,000
barns or warehouses, when, by means of
proper Iranaportatinn facilitieg, their grain
could be stored for a merely nominal charge
in elevators erected as a common enterprise
Now, let me say in conclusion, that this


