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nonsense. These Germans that are being killed by regiments
ought to be carrying their civilization to parts of the world
that need it. As far as it goes, it is a wonderful civilization,
and the made-over world that is coming must provide mar-
kets for all that is good in it. For that matter, the world
that was before the first of August was open enough, amply
open, to the German civilization. It was only too closed to
German sovereignty, which could not spread except by tres-
passing on premises already in hands competent to resist
trespass. German civilization was welcome almost every-
where. German sovereignty was welcome almost nowhere
outside of Germany. That it will be any more welcome after
the war does not seem at all likely, but with the fear of
German sovereignty dissipated, German civilization—mean-
ing efficiency, patience and order—may be more welcome in
the earth than ever.

Meanwhile it is all the preliminary details of the process
that interest us; the details of the fighting. That goes on
at this writing on the line of the Aisne with desperate
fervency. The Allies refuse to be beaten; so do the Ger-
mans. The butcher’s bill grows and grows; we know little
about it, and cannot think much about it yet, because of the
intensity of our concern about the issue. Clearly, the great
plan to overwhelm France by a sudden onslaught is a dead
failure. If the invaders are to possess France they will have
to earn and pay for every yard of it. But there is no pros-
pect that they will possess it. The Germans on the Aisne
are fighting for dear life, and all the time the rapping on
the back doors of Berlin grows louder, and winter is coming
on. Terrible stories come and persist about German atroci-
ties in Belgium, including outrage and mutilation of women.
A letter published in the Sun, written to Harold M. Sewall,
of Bath, Maine, is explicit and convincing as to this latter
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