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to the militia has proceedtd so far that some un-
ions hr.ve forbidden their members to perform mili-

tia service when called to do strike duty, and the
military readjustments involved in the Great War
have profoundly affected *h*, relation of the State
to organized labor. Following the signing of the
armistice, a movement for the organization of an
American Labor party patterned after the British

Labour party gained rapid momentum, especially

m New York and Chicago. A platform of fourteen

points was formulated at a general conference of

the leaders, and provisional organizations were per-

fected in a number of cities. What power this

latest attempt to enlist labor in partisan politics

will assume is problematical. It is obviously in-

spired by European experiences and promulgated
by socialistic propacjanda. It has not succeeded in

invading the American Federation of Labor, which
did not formally endorse the movement at its An-
nual Convention in 1919. Gompers, in an inti-

mate and moving sn-ech, told a group of labor lead-

ers gathered in N York on December 9, 1918,

that "the organization of a political party would
simply mean the dividing of the activities and al-

legiance of the men and women of labor betweea
two bodies, such as would often come in conflict."


