
I;it< r an ineffectual attempt was made, under Col. Cass, to take the 
River Canard bridge, five or six miles above Amhersiburg, l i.rt 
Malde.i of course being the objective point. To two brave Cana 
•'mu.s j llamoi k and I team are due the lv.ii.-rs of the rvimmuter, 
one oi whom fed at his i <.st. Mauœitvring and skirmishmg con
tinued until the arrival of Col. Pr.ctor at Tori Malden on Aug'.t 
',tli. Immediately upon his anivtl to relieve Col. Si. < .e r^e, he 
effected ; counter-movement by sen in • a detachment a roVtlie 
river, inter.yptiug the supplie-, in Iran port from Ohio f. r the 
American lorees at 1 Jetr .i., a stroke <-f good generalship that 
neves Mated the return of Hull's larve force from Samiwien ,o 
Hetn.ii. Only _\v ■ men were left on thé Canadian n le. in a qui -,dv 
improvised fort that serve»i only the purpose of ..vmipancx for a 
few days.

(kit. Brock, at this time conn i a \ r of the Canadian forces,
' i

Next morning he met the Indian cmincii. 'lecumseh urge 1 an 
immediate attacy upon Detroit. Recognizing the w s loin of the 
oi l chief’s . d ice, vspvvi dly after reading Hull's despondent 
despatches to his government capture 1 hv l'ri.ctor s inter, voting 
parly, Brock at once took np the march. The small American 
I "fee at Sandwich recrossed tin- river on his approach, and l.\ the 
following day he had planted a battery opposite Port Detroit. 
Then, having err.- ed bis main army to a convenient point !.elow 
the city, he advanced to the attack, a denouement averted hv 
Hull's surrender of his post an 1 all his troops and stores.

Kingsford iVol. VTll, History of Canada, p. 1971 gives a full 
account of the movement effected by Proct r by which he both cut 
off (Veil. Hull's base of supplies and came into possession of the 
tell-tale letters above mentioned. Here is what he savs “The 
Cniled Stan s had no naval force on Lake I-'r.e, and’the Queen 
Charlotte war sloop of eighteen 24-potm !er guns was at the disposal 
of the British. Hearing that a convoy oi provisions with a force 
olio men yea n the march, Proctor detached a strong party of 
the .jist, wit e Indians under Tecumseh, who placed tliem- 
selv. s in in 1 near tin village of Browtistowu, at the mouth of 
a small stre nu i> miles south of Detroit. Hull, in expecta- 
d°n oi ll'i 1! of the convoy, had dispatched Major Van Home
b> brin ill] saiely. The detachment was also charged with
die dt '.I Hull and the letters of the garrison to their
• riei . older states. The ambush placed to receive Van
Horne 11 tin- 5th. of August proved a complete surprise. By the 
unexpected fire of this party 2.» were killed, including 5 officers, 
and 9 were wounded. The detachment was driven back and put 
to flight, and put sued lor 7 miles. The important correspondence 
that fell into the hands of the British had great weight in the 
decision of Brock to act aggressively. Consequent upon the 
affair, Proctor established a post at Brownstown (now called Flat 
Rocki, hv which communication with Detroit was interrupted." 
1-rom the saine sourie we have the further information that a dav 
or two later General Hull "made an effort to reopen his communi
cations to the south, detaching a force of 705 men under Colonel
Miller................. ........... About 14 miles below Detroit they
came upon a British force under Major Muir of the 41st
Muir finding himself greatly outnumbered felt constrained tore-
treat to his boats......................... The skirmish had the effect of

1 These two engage mente were Browtistowu (on August 6tli, t8u,| and 
Mnguaga (on August yth. iKia).


