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iiiiboiinded faith in the cause for which he Htood,

and abilities whicli without wealth or strong con-

nections were destined to place him on the height

of power. The middle class, as yet almost voice-

less, looked to him as its champion ; but ho was

not the champion of a class. His patriotism was

as comprehensive as it was haughty and unbend-

ing. He lived for England, loved her with in-

tense ievotioii, knew hor, believed in her, and

made her greatness his own ; or rather, he was

himself England incarnate.

The nation was not then in fighting eq\ui)-

ment. After the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, the

army within the three kingdoms had been reduced

ti) about eighteen thousand men. Added to these

were the garrisons of Minorca and Gibraltar, and

six or seven uidependent companies in the Ameri-

can colonies. Of sailors, less than .seventeen thou-

sand were left in the Royal Navy. Such was the

condition of England on the eve of one of the most

formidable wars in which she was ever engaged.

Her rival across the Channel was drifting slowly

and unconsciously towards the cataclysm of the

Revolution; yet the old monarchy, full of the

germs of decay, was still imposing and formidable.

The House of Bourbon held the three thrones of

France, Spain, and Naples ; and their threatened

union in a family compact was the terror of Euro-

pean diplomacy. At home France was the fore-

most of the Continental nations ; and she boasted

herself second only to Spain as a colonial power.


