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ask that the Standing Orders make some
provision for the work of these associations.

 On-February 13, 1975, the President
of the Privy Council gave notice of a
motion that the Standing Committee on
External Affairs and National Defence be

in the empowered to hear reports from delega-
er con- tions attending interparliamentary meet-
orts, as ings. While there was general agreement
nentary that .reports ought to be received by the
owever, Committee, there -was some uncertainly
entirely [ |sbout how this would work in practice.
xample, The Speaker therefore again asked the
ated in B |Committee of Procedure and Organization

nentary to review the question. The matter is

ate may cun'ently before the Committee, and the
gations Riproblem is basically the same — how to
be only §lfind a compromise that will satisfy both
he does [ ithose who believe parliamentary associa-
r if he ﬁons perform a wuseful and important
1 other Effunction and those who believe the House
1 entire is too busy to spend its time on matters
rting is emanating from such informal bodies.
dividual §
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ire does @ Foreign affairs

celihcod @In the past, parliamentarians have prob-

ably been less well-informed on - foreign
ittee of aﬁairs than on other matters of public
-Pariia- [ concern. To most legislators, the social and
ing the economjc problems affecting their constitu-
, sought @encies are far more real and immediate.
, in the i here is normally little pressure from

o

matters glconstituents urging Members to concen-

£

ns. The Eirate on international issues, Parliamen-
1g Com- tary associations have gone a long way
ization, [fowards encouraging interest in this area.
ndment 0 doubt conferences have sometimes
ed that peen treated as junkets, and there will
ties and
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always be individuals interested only in
visiting exotic places, admiring magnificent
buildings, attending banquets and taking
carefully-planned tours. However, there
are many others who do take advantage of
the opportunitics offered by these associa-
tions both for personal development and
for occasional diplomatic manceuvering.
Moreover, in recent years changes in the
method of selecting Canadian delegates
have tended to favour serious candidates
over those mainly interested in a holiday.
Parliamentary associations have possi-
bilities and limitations peculiar to their
nature and must be judged by criteria
appropriate to their character. Parliamen-
tary associations are basically concerned
with intangibles such as the education of
legislators, the clarification of issues and
the improvement of communication, and
they have not been, and probably never
will be, subjects for quantitative analysis
by modern social scientists. However, these
associations are still part of the total poli-
tical process whereby governments and
individuals try to handle international
problems and they add one more element
to the total political equipment available
to nations for the conduct of international
affairs. Like that of other institutions,
their usefulness depends mainly on the
willingness and ability of participants to
make them work. As far as Canada is
concerned, there is evidence that more
and more members are becoming increas-
ingly adept at making use of opportunities
offered by parliamentary associations.

raw the
> resolu- B
at such §i
mended
) disiuss
n on the
[embers’
h ceses, &
ority to BBy Fugene Forsey
te. This

when a

roduced
t to the f found this a fascinating book. Some
o Furo- BeWers have been disappointed. I think

Book review

sl e

i R R

in Hel :l is because they expected. too mucl,l.
il e B e after all, were 1_101': Mr. Diefenbaker’s
tte;. on | ears of bower, and it is unreasonable to
De fonce, | femfiﬂd that he should reveal deep secrets
biech i’ high politics — the more so because he
subJ ; 1S 10t vetired, but is still in the thick of
.?r.t et | - ¢fight, and seems to count that day lost
ities 17 e he has not made a speech, long or
- becom? hoft, in the House of Commons or to one
d sgntlz (! the many audiences that constantly
inue

on him for wit and wisdom.,
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hey called the man The Chief

The earlier chapters seem to me a
valuable social document, painting a vivid
picture of an age that has vanished almost
as completely as the eighteenth century —
the age that came to an end when, as
Grey said, “the lights went out all over
Europe”, in August 1914. It was an age
that knew not electronics, or the atom
bomb, or nuclear power, or the population
explosion; an age unconscious of pollution,
or the danger of world shortages of food,
raw materials and energy; an age when
the railway was king, not threatened even
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