Ottawa, Hoverber 20%h, 183¢.

. My dear Mr. Ballantynet

1 duly recelved your letter of the 18th. I was
in hopes of seeing you ysstarday, but I spent the day until
four c¢'clook, wshen 1 left, with the French Canadian Conservatives
altogether at the funaral and the Cartier-Macdonald ‘Zugz;j
Mr. Dupuis's etore.

I haprdly ¥now what to eay as to the declsion you
have come to ragarding oontasting the seat at the next‘contest.
Pergconally I foel very koenly disanpointed. There is nething

- that 1 leng for mors than the triumph of the m@n who stood with
thohaovernment, made preat saocrifices and went down ic defeat.
At the sume time I have some realisation of what it would mean
$0 you to contest the seat again and also sfathe vcry natural
attitude of Mrs. Ballantvyne and your family. One thing youvcan
be sure of, your public record is oreditable from beginning to
end., It is orefitadle in the big diffioult things which yeu
got dons and 1nﬁtho thoroughnegs, afficienoy and sorupulous

with whioh all your work was oonduoted. This I have
ctthWfon many platforms in your nbcohco. and tuiq‘ttll be the
judgment of the people of this country when time enough has
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