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“Thiskind of thingdoesn’thappen
to everybody. I’'m not even sure
why it happened to me.”

Lorne Lofsky is finding itdifficult
to accept his good fortune these

days. The 26-year-old former York

student (and current part-time
faculty member) has just released
his first album, It Could Happen to
You, and it looks as though his
career mightbeinforaboost. With
Oscar Peterson as his producer
and the weight of Norman Granz’s
Pablo label behind him, Lofsky
can’t help but be surprised by itall.
It's a long road from rags to jazz
riches, but for Lorne Lofsky,
recognition and the spoils of
jazzdom loom ever closer.

With his curly, long blonde hair,
Lofsky doesn’t look like the typical
jazzman. The solid-body Les Paul
guitar he plays is usually associated
more with screaming rock and roll
than a mellow “Body and Soul”.
But when his pick hits the strings
there’s no mistaking the kinds of
guitarists Lofsky looks up to: Ed
Bickert, Jim Hall, Sonny Green-
wich and Lenny Breau. And,
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perhaps surprisingly, one of his
favourite musicians is not a
guitarist, but the late pianist Bill
Evans.

“I don'’t really like that many
guitar players, but then that’s
because I'm not too crazy about
the instrument itself,” says Lofsky.
“If 1 really hated the guitar
though, | wouldn’t be playing it
now. | just live with it.”’

As he recalls his past it becomes
obvious that, despite what he says,
Lofsky really is in love with his
instrument. He tells of his first,
“Grange”” a $16 pawnshop terror
that he acquired when he was 13.
The strings were so far above the
fingerboard of the guitar that the
instrument sent Lofsky “into tears
with pain. | figured | wanted to try
it, though,” says Lofsky, so the
“Grange’’ was good for two years
of agony.-

Even then, Lofsky knew he
wanted to be a professional
musician, but he didn’t actually
begin to support himself with his
music until after he switched to
playing jazz from the rock he was
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weaned on: “When | was 19, |
spent a summer playing James
Gang and Johnny Winter tunesina
basement, and | just got so bored
playing the same progressions all
the time.” It was at this point that a
friend played him some old jazz
albums. Although he didn’t
understand what was going on
musically, he liked what he heard.

Lofsky’s first big break inthe jazz
scene came when flautist Kathryn
Moses offered him the guitar chair
in her band. Word spread quickly
about the soft-spoken guitar whiz
and he developed a respectable
reputation locally, playing with
Moses as well as his own group.
Then came the turning point.

It was while playing at George’s
that Lofsky first encountered his
future producer and link to Pablo
records—Oscar Peterson, who
happenedto beintheaudience. |
met him and talked with him
briefly,” recalls Lofsky. “Hesaid he
liked my playing, but | thought he
was justbeing nice or something.”

A couple of months later, Lofsky
received a phone call from
Peterson asking him if he was
interested in recording an album.
“It was totally out of the blue and
took me completely by surprise,”
hesays. “Oscar’sgotalot of cloutat
Pablo, and when Pablo was
looking for someone to carry the
torch for them, he suggested me.”

Recorded in Toronto, thealbum
is a trio date using local musicians
with whom Lofsky has been
playing off and on: Kieran Overs
on bass (another ex-Yorkman),
and drummer Joe Bendsza.
Peterson does not play on the
record—in fact, the only time
Lofsky has ever played with the
pianist was when he made a guest
appearance on Peterson’s TVshow
last year. Peterson’s role on the
albumwas purelysupervisory. “He
helped with the odd arrangement
here and there, but a lot of it was
left up to me, whichwasnice,” says
Lofsky. “You couldn’t ask for
anyone easier to work with than
Oscar.”

Except for one Lofsky original,
the songs on the album are -all

standards and old jazz tunes:,

““Nancy with the Laughing Face”,
“It Could Happen to You”, “Blue
in Green”’. On a record in which
the most recent tune is “Giant
Steps”’, Lofsky might be accused of
dredging out the old chestnuts for
their bumptillionth go-round. “I
play these tunes because | like
them and feel comfortable with
them,” says Lofsky. “There’s
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