Options helps: won‘t you?

Karen O’Bright

Inthe fall of 1978 John Vanier came
to York University and spoke to a
group of students. He stressed how
important the surrounding
community was and the need for
student involvement in it. Mr.
Vanier’s speech was very powerful
and he motivated some students
into doing something.

The efforts of those students
resulted in the formation of
OPTIONS.

“Basically, Options is trying to
break down thelvory Towerimage
of York, trying to realize the
inter-dependent nature of the
university’ and the community
which nowadays has been
forgotten,” says NormKunc,avery
dedicated member.

Options bases their work
around just that theory. The
organization is working within the
university, encouraging greater
contact with thesurroundingarea.

There are four major services:
volunteer placement, research
programs, Options Courses and
financial aid to the community.

Options is a volunteer student
organization, at present in the
process of recruiting new
members. “We need to get some
new faces, some new ideas...peo-
ple that are willing to give a little
time and effort in continuing to
increase the work of this
organization,”’ states Karen
Swartz, another Options member.

Becoming a new member only
requires a small commitment;
some enthusiasm and as much
time or as little as you feel you can
provide.

Options Volunteer Placement
Centre is located in 202B, Vanier
College. They have established
good contacts and can place
volunteers into needy organiza-
tions in the community.

“By becoming involved in
Options individuals can increase
learning skills by writing

proposals, helping to co-ordinate
projects and learning how to
interview people,” says Kunc.

Another areaforvolunteer work
are Option’s research projects.

For the past two summers, a
small nucleus of Options
members has been conducting
research studies. One of these
projects was funded by the federal
Ministry of Health and Welfare. By
receiving a $32,000 grant, Options
was able to draft their first
research study, entitled “World of
the Handicapped.”

Last summer, a Ministry of
Employment and Immigration
grant made possible a second
study, entitled “New Frontiers for
the Disabled.”

‘“Options enables
students to apply
theoretical learning to
the realities of every-
day living.”

Kunc has been involved in these
projects and says that he has
benefitted from the experience.
“Education,” he feels, “is not
purely academic. Options enables
students to apply theoretical
learning to the realities of
everyday living.”

Another example of-students
applying theory to practice are
Options’ courses.

The creation of these courses
began by working directly with
organizations, pinpointing areas
of concern; areas where research
was seriously needed. Then an
undergraduate research.-course

was developed in which students
could work on primary research in
these areas. One of the goals of
Options’ courses was to enable
students to provide the commu-
nity with needed information.
Upon completion of two academic
terms, depending upon the
success of the student, credits
would be granted.

Through spending a good deal
of time and effort, Options has
now been able to incorporate two
such courses into the calendar at
York University. One course,
offered through the Department
of Liberal Science, is entitled
“Project Studies on the Environ-
ment.” The other Options course
available is offered through the
Department of Social Science,
entitled ‘““The Needs of the
Physically Disabled”.

Options’ financial aid pro-
gramme is no less important. The
aid is given to needy families in the
community. Last Christmas,
Options implemented a fund
raising program. Through the co-
operation of all the college
councils, in promoting dances and
encouraging donations, five
hundred dollars were collected.
The money in this Christmas Fund
was then used to buy turkeys for
needy families in the area
surrounding York.

Again this year, a similar fund
raising project will be carried out.

Itis not hard to see that Options
can provide many rewards to
students. “By getting out in the
community and working with
people, the student can experi-
ence a great deal of satisfaction
and accomplishment,”” says Norm.
Some Options members have also
been able to line.up jobs upon
graduating in specialized areas.

“The students of York could have .

some doors opened to them and
opportunities can be provided
that otherwise may not exist,” he
said.

Jewish Student Federation
3 CentraI_Square 140B :
Friday Night Dinner
November 7, 5-9 p.m.
call 667-3647 for reservations

Children of
Survivors of the
Holocaust

A Movie and Discussion with
LUCY STEINETZ

author of CONVERSATIONS
Monday, November 10 at 12 noon
S105 Ross

ISRAELI
DANCING

Monday Nights at 7:30 p.m.
MacLaughlin Junior Common Room

HEBREW
CLASSES

Call for details 667-3647
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PUT YOUR FUTURE

IN OUR BANK

If you are an energetic, achievement-oriented individual who is looking for a
challenging career with an organization that is at the forefront of technology, then come
and talk over your future with us.

We are the CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF COMMERCE and our SYSTEMS
DIVISION 4is Ioo‘k.ing ‘for talented young people who have the potential to apply new
techﬁc-)lbgie; to  tomorrow’s banking environment. We will provide you with the training
programmes and the experience necessary to develop that potential. You'll join a team of
professionals building systems that have a positive impact on every aspect of our business.
We will teach you cverything we know about computer programming languages, computer
hardware, data processing systems and the banking business.

If you are challenged by a data processing career in the area of systems program-
ming or business systems development, we’d like to talk to you. Just contact your
campus placement office to arrange an interview with us or write to

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce

Recruitment Manager

Systems Division

Commerce Court West, 8th Floor

Toronto, Ontario MSL 1A2
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NEW MUSIC CONCERTS
~ 10808

'HEINZ HOLLIGER

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1980
at 8:30 pm
WALTER HALL
EDWARD JOHNSON BLDG.
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

HEINZ HOLLINGER
PERFORMER/COMPOSER

Internationally acclaimed musician known for his virtuosity and
experimental compositions — performs with some of Canada's most
outstanding musicians:

ROBERT AITKEN — flute
JAMES CAMPBELL — clarinet
RIVKA GOLANI — ERDESZ — viola
ERICA GOODMAN — harp
FUJIKO IMAJISHI — violin
PETER SCHENKMAN — ’cello

and

ELMER ISELER SINGERS — present the WORLD
PREMIERE of HEINZ HOLLIGER’S DIE
JAHRESZEIDEN, for mixed choir.

TICKETS AND INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED AT:
151 Bloor Street West
Suite 455
Toronto, Ontario
(416) 923-2684
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SZECHUAN STYLE
CHINESE FOOD

667-8282

FREE DELIVERY AFTER 4:30 P.M.
10% DISCOUNT ON PICK-UP
OVER MINIMUM ORDER

1033 Steeles Avenue West
(1 block west of Bathurst)

Your Host: Benny Chan

T0EXCALIBUR, November 6, 1980




