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Liquor liability 
irks the DSU

II the student union does decide 
to pay for extended liability insu
rance, which Beckett says is 
likely, it won't be cheap.

Premiums Dalhousie pays for 
liability insurance have jumped 
by 40 per cent in the last two 
years, largely because of these 
recent cases.

To help reduce risks of acci
dents — and the costs of insu-

By TOBY SANGER

Rising liability damages in 
liquor-related accidents are mak
ing the student union consider 
major preventative actions, 
including additional liability 
insurance and moving the loca
tion of the Grawood lounge.

Recent cases in the United 
Slates, holding third parties lia
ble for over $1 million damage, 
have even led some colleges to 
move to liquor-free campuses.

Student union general man
ager Andrew Beckett says this 
isn't likely to happen at Dal
housie, but admits fears of this 
trend moving to Halifax has 
made the student union give 
serious consideration to how it 
deals with alcohol.

Beckett cites a case in the U.S. 
where a bartender has been held 
liable for an accident which hap
pened to a customer he was serv
ing. There is also a lawsuit in 
Canada where a student is suing a 
university because he was injured 
after leaving a bar on university 
property, says Beckett.

He warns, "it's only a matter of 
time before someone gets hurt 
and starts to sue the organiza
tion.”

Beckett is stressingranee
education of societies which
sponsor events with alcohol and 
of bar staff on legal liability.

All SUB bartenders 
required to take a course from the 
Nova Scotia Liquor Commission 
and Beckett is offering seminars 
to anyone who is interested.

"We're trying to educate our
selves to take a preventive posture 
and eliminate our risks as much 
as possible.”

This, he hopes, will help to 
prevent accidents, hold the stu
dent union in better stead if they 
are ever taken to court, and also 
reduce insurance premiums.

Tony Martin, director of 
athletics and recreational services 
at Dalplex, says although there 
are areas which don't fall under 
the university coverage, “we’ve 
thought we’re probably just as 
well without it” because of the 
“phenomenal” recent increases 
in premiums.

Instead, he says, “we try and 
provide appropriate training and 
procedures so people have safety 
foremost in their minds.”
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LOUNGE II

Featuring:
• The best videos in town 

• Nightly dancing 
• Live Rock ‘n’ Roll on Saturday afternoons 

• Weekly and daily specials
Law professor Dr. William 

Charles agrees. “You’re right to 
be concerned about it. Generally 
speaking, the courts are expand
ing liability.”

Come and see why we proudly claim 
we’re

Dalhousie support 
for new drug act

‘The Best Party In Town’
1786 Granville Street, Halifax, N.S., B3J 1X7 

425-5249

vide a better study program for 
pharmacology students and more 
money in a number of depart
ments at Dalhousie.

Fournier says the Canadian 
research industry is in a competi
tive world struggle for research 
and high tech.

David Yung, a Dalhousie phar
macology professor, has spoken 
very strongly in favor of the new 
drug laws. Yung has spoken with 
the di.'g companies and thinks 
they will support Nova Scotia.

"They’ve got to keep Nova Sco
tia in mind . . . they can let all the 
money go to Ontario and 
Quebec.”

Presently very little research is 
done outside of these two 
provinces.

Most of the support for Nova 
Scotia Yung sees being directed to 
Dalhousie as it has the largest 
research base. “Who will benefit 
most? Dalhousie is the only uni
versity doing pharmaceutical 
research.” How much the prom
ised research will aid the other 
Maritime universities is unclear.

BY GEOFF STONE

Dalhousie administration and 
some faculty members have put 
their support behind the patent 
act amendment bill C-22.

The bill, which is in reading in 
parliament, would extend phar
maceutical companies’ patent 
rights on new drugs from the 
present four years to ten.

Bob Fournier, vice president 
research says Dalhousie will 
recieve benefits from the legisla
tion. While there have been no 
concrete proposals from the drug 
companies for research, Fournier 
is optimistic about their prom
ises: “1 don't know, you can be 
skeptical or optimistic ... I hope 
that it will work.”

Fournier doesn’t think Dal
housie will be selling itself out to 
the large corporations against 
Canadians, who will be spending 
more for their drugs.

“We’re not saying we’re prosti
tuting ourselves”, he says, but the 
new research hoped for will pro-
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Photographer Of The Year — Atlantic Canada 1985 

Winner of “Best Color Portrait In Canada”

If you are not satisfied with your grad proofs maybe HECKBERT 
STUDIO 8c GALLERY can offer you an alternative — Winner of 
Best Portrait in Canada three times and twice Maritime Professional 
Photographer of the Year.
We specialize in Grad Portraits — that’s YOU — If you want to 
experience the difference, visit our portrait display on January 15,16, 
19 8c 20 at Dalhousie’s Student Union Building. Appointments can 
be made at this time for all University graduates or by calling 
(902) 566-5500.
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