Dr. McAlindon: all the way from Britain to talk about Shakespeare

The Bard’s tragedies
continue to fascinate

interview by Carole Amerongen -
Teaching Shakespeare is an enviéév si-
tion in any English department. Professor
Thomas McAlindon agrees. Dr. McAlindon
is now at the University of Alberta as adistin-
guished visitor in the Department of English.
While being interviewed, the Professor, who

resumes his regular position at the University -

of Hull (England) in October, expressed his
zeal for lecturing on Shakespeare both at
home and abroad. “It’s the same here |

gather,” he said. "Everybody likes to teach

Shakespeare.”

Dr. McAlindon six-part lecture series,
Shakespeare’s Tragic Cosmos, started Mon-
day, September 14th and runs until Thursday
September 24th. The hour long lectures,
held in Room L-3 of the Humanities Centre,
are free and open to the public and the
university community.

"It tells us much about human
nature: all the really wonderful
things, and all the most terrifying
things.”

This is not Professor McAlindon’s first visit
to this country. The Professor and his family
spent a year in Canada while he was a visiting
Professor at the University of Ottawa. The
McAlindons lived in the small town of Arn-
prior, Ontario, where thay were able to "get
into the community and get to know
people.” The professor adds, ”It was a most
rich and enjoyable experience.”

The Professor’s Canadian visit also allowed
him to draw some conclusions concerning
the differences between Canadian and Brit-
ish students of Shakespeare. The British stu-
dent begins his study at the age of twelve.
Standard national exams, given at ages six-
teen and eighteen, require knowledge of
Shakespeare’s plays. As well, field trips are
regularily made to Stratford on Avon to view
plays. Most Canadian students study only
three Shakespearean plays in High School;
unless they go to university, their study of
Shakespeare is completed. Because of this
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difference, the British are usually more at
ease with Shakespearean drama.

But Professor McAlindon contends that
the study of Shakespeare can intimidate any
student simply because of its content. “It’s
full of the most complex, learned allusions
which presuppose a whole body of knowl-
edge which the contemporary student
doesn’t have. It presupposes that you know
the Bible very well. It presupposes that you
know classical mythology. It presupposes
that you had a sixteenth century education.
It’s like many good things,” he adds, "when
you’ve gotten past the initial barriers, you're
into it.”

Can the modern reader or playgoer
benefit from the message in Shakespeare’s

. works to the extent that audiences of past

centuries did? Dr. McAlindon is certain thisis
possible, especially, "when Shakespeare
makes you incredibly conscious of the
extreme complexity and contradictoriness of
human nature.” In other words, all people,
past and present, have the ability to be both
extremely good-natured and ill-natured in
certain situations. Characters like MacBeth,
Othello and King Lear behave in this manner.
King Lear is Dr. McAlindon’s favorite play
for a reason that he expresses with heartfelt
enthusiam, "It tells us much about human
nature: all the really wonderful things, and
all the most terrifying things.” Professor McA-

* lindon also appreciates the play’s simple style

which relates “a most profound feeling”. For
example, King Lear, who has been unneces-
sarily cruel to his daughter, Cordelia, tells her
that she has reason to hate him. But Cordelia
simply replies, "No cause. No cause.” This
succint reply, a favorite line of Dr. McAlin-
don, reflects the play’s simple style.

For Professor McAlindon, Shakespeare
and English literature in general is never bor-
ing, always new. His current enthusiasm is for
the tragedies, the subject of his current lec-
ture series. In turn, these lectures outline his
upcoming book. After the completion of
that work, Professor McAlindon will proba-
bly begin more projects, since it is his inten-
tion to "teach Shakespeare until (he) is two
hundred.”
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1Ombudsman Service

NEED HELP?
Consult the Ombudsman. ...

e |f you feel that you have been unfairly-treated or
discriminated against by a University or Students’ Union

e |f you are unsure about which University policies,
o|procedures, or regulations apply to your situation.

e |f you want advice on any other University related matter.

Room 278 S.U.B.
432-4689 (24 hours)

Shannon Wilson
MW 14
T 8-11

Dale Jacobs
MW 10-12
TR 2-4

If you are unable to meet during these times, please leave a
message to set a convenient time.
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the Stage
is Set...

Limited Season Tickets
Are Still Available!

Edmonton Opera Presents
The 87/88 Season...

La Traviata, by Verdi

September 24, 26, 28, In ltalian with English Surtitles

Don Giovanni, oy mozar

November 26, 28, 30, in Italian with English Surtitles

Pirates of Penzance,
by Gilbert & Sullivan
January 21, 23, 25,

Manon Lescaut, o, pucini

March 17, 19, 21, in halian with English Suntitles

Student Sub‘scriptions for
as little as $22

Call Now!
488-6600

or visit Edmonton Opera
202, 11456 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton




