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ixe the gospel preached'Vo them." This passage
,aches us that the heaiing of the sick was as truly an
ýtegral part~ of the evidence of the Messiahship of our
ord, as is the fact that "Vo the poor the gospel is
reached."
We are noV, however, lefV Vo inere inference as Vo

ie duty of disciples of Christ Vo, heai the sick. When
ir blessed Saviour sent forth the twelvs aposties and
is seventy disciples, hie gave both coinpanies the
ýpress commiand "Vo heal the sick.» Matthew x. 7,8,
ads thus: "As ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom,
heaven îs at hand. Heal Vhs sc, leanse the lepers,

bise the dead, cest out devils: freely ye have received,
eely give." It is to be observed that it is in irnins-
aVe connection with the command Vo heal the sick
at the injunction is given, " Freely ye have received,
eely give."' While this înjunction bound the aposties

make known the gospel whieh they had freely
ceived, it equally enjoined upon them Vo heai Vhe
-k, the power to, do which thsy had also freeiy
ceived. The duty Vo impart to others what bas been
eely rsceived, is the saine, whether these blessings
mie miraeulously, as they did to the aposties and
rny Christians, or whether they corne ini Vhe ordinary
v1idt-nce Of God, as tbey do Vo us.

It is also Vo ho carefully considered that our Lord,
Hii infinite wisdom, chose the incident of rendering

sistance to bodily distress Vo teach us the great les-
n of who is our neighbor, or ths common brother-
ýo of ail mien, The beautiful and impressive parabie
the good Saînaritan bas incuicated the duty of

Iieving the sufferinga of our fellow-xnen more effec-
i-ely than ail other Veaching on Vhe subject. The
,lits thereof are seen in Vhs hospifals and the dispen-
ries for Vhe heaiing of Vhe sick, Vhe societies for Vhe
lief of Vhe suffering and the distressed, Vhe asylums
r the bhi, Vhe lame, and the blind, which are found
ierever the gospel of Jesus Christ bas been receivsd -
ci tbey are only found where the teachings of Vhé
spel are accepted.
Ths parable of the Good Sainaritan teaches us the
ty of relieving Vhs bodily distresses and sufferings
our feliow-înen ini heathen lands as a duty we ows
our neighibors because they are in dis tress. The

w Who hiad fallen among, thîeves was noV connected
th the good Sarnaritan either by race or religin
It hie was a fellow-rnan. Hie wus in distress. ihis
,t came Vo the knowledge of the Saniari Van, and,
ving ths opportunity and the means of doing so,. ho
ieved bis suffering. The command of our Lord is,
;o Vhou andi do likewise." This enjoins upon us Vo
ord assistance Vo Vhs suffening in heathen lands
jally with the suffering in Christiani landis, without
peet Vo race, ciass, or religion; for Vhe very point of
parable is this, that Vhs Samaritan did iV Vo oe

0 was noV connected with himself by any of these
a. NoV oniy was ths sufferer noV connscted with
riseif, ho was dissevered from him by ahl of theni.
we withhold this assistance froin those in heathen
,ds when it is in our power Vo do it, we, instead of
.ying Christ's command, foliow the conduet of Vhs
est and the Levi Vs, who passed by on Vhs other side.
[n 1877, wben China suffered so terribly from a
l.-spread famine, Vhs missionaries volunteered their
P in distributing relief Vo Vhs famine-stricken mul-

titudes at ths risk .of thieir own health and ]ives. The
point in this conduct of theirs which se struck the
mind of Vhs great statesman of China, Li Hung Chang,
was Vhe faet that Vhe raissionaries did this service for
those 'wîth whorn Vhey had ne connection either by
kinship, race, or religion.

IV is a very remarkable fact that scientific and
health-vpivîng surgical practice is found only in those
lands where Christianity bas heceine established. It
xnay therefore be aecepted that ratienal and beneficial
medical and surgical science and skill are blessings
which corne Vo us directly, in the providence of God,
as many other blessinig.s do, froin the gospel. The
promise of our Lord is: 1-Seck tirst the kingd(oîn of
God and bis righteousness, and ail these thiiigs shal
be added unto you." Does noV this fact give spuciai
force Vo, the injunction of our Lord, originally given ini
ixumediate confection with the commrand to heal Vhe
sîck, in it.4 application Vo us in Christian lands, " Freely
ye have received, freely give ? "

In the light of the exaxnpie and of these teachings of
our Lord, it is clearly a dîity to use mltýeil iios
noV oniy as a helpi Vo prcaching, Vhse gopel butas a
duty in itsf Vo evidence the truc nature of, Cliristian-
ity, which Veaches us Vo love ot.hers as ourselves, and Vo
do good Vo ail men as we have opportuiîit ' , and, as die
representatives of our Lord, "Vto beRr the sicknesses cf
men" by heaiing thein.

We coule now Vo Vhs consideration cf' the second
part cf the subject, narnely, the need of 1iedýicazl is,-
sions, and Vhe advantages cf this forn of ('lristian
work. The need cf médical ani surgicai relief existsc
everywhere, and it is found among ail heathenl nations.
Sickness and suffering are fourni ini ail t ls and,, -nld
axnong ail classes cf Vhe cem iiuiy. Aiid Vhough,
diseaso and distress universally prevail, there is ne
rational andi beneficent treatînent. On thle contrary,
for xnany diseuses, and in most cases requitringf :urgicai
treatment, suffering and injury resuit frin) the treat-
nment, rather than benefit. In China, Vhs people have
noV sufficient surgicapractice Vo lance a boil or Vo pull
a tooth. The Rev. D>r. MacKay, cf Vhs Canadian
Presbyterian Mission on Forniosa, has greatly extended
bis usefulness by relieving suffering by pulling Vccth.
Hie descnîbes Vhs crowds that of Ven lins Vhs rond hie
is travelling, waiting bis ccxning that Vhey inay bave
their Vseth extracted either by his assistants or biîn-
seif. In most parts of China, whienever it rets noised
abroad that a European physician is tiln o heal,
multitudes corne Vo hlm for relief frein Vhs varjous ills
and sicknesses that afflict the people.

In India, ths National Association, which wws pro-
posed by Lady Dufferin at Vhs suggestion of Quenr
Vicoia, Vo provide fernals iedical attendifince for Vhs
wornen of India, bas been welcomied by rnany cf the
native princes and other influential people cf India
with wonderful intere8t and unanirnifty. They crowded
in large numbers Vo, Vhs meetings whiich Were heldi Vo
further Vhs formation of the Association. Senie of
theni apoke at these meetings, with great earncstness
and urgency, of Vhs importance and ncce.ssity cf such
provision being made. It is their deep conviction of
Vhs need of such relief that leads Vhea Vo, welconie it
One of the native princes, llajah Siva Pra8aci, of Vhs
north-west province of India, in secondîng a resolution


