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of Le Pays is flot nearly SQ optimistic; he is SQ littie
of a mere revolutionist that he suggests-

"Well at least we might begin by making the
Provincial Secretary a member of the Council of
Public Instruction. Eh ?"

This led him to explain the curîous mediaeval
system whereby Quebec bas a council of bisliops
and Iaymen, mainly of Catholics, meeting twice
a year to settie affairs.of education.

"Why, the thing is absurd. The Council is too
slow. The best council in the world couldn't ex-
pect to run the machinery of education by sucb
a system. You in Ontario have the system. We
must have it, It will come-slowly, but in time.
Surely it's no great miracle--a business adminis-
tration of school affairs."

"That is, you would Anglicize-?"
"No, but I would put French-Canadians on a

par in getting a common school education witli ail
English-speaking peoples in Canada. Why not?
They are as clever; as resourceful; as capable-
but they are handicapped by a system that wrakes
of them very good boys and girls indeed, but oh,
such ineffîcient men and women 1"

3Y now he had dug out statistics which l'e copiedBdown and added up to, show three things:
That the whole number of scliool age children in

Quebec last year was 450,619; that the nuniher
registered-regulars and casuals-was 3913
that the number actually in attendance was 302,513.

"Which leaves just about one-third of aIl the
school age chuldren in Quebec-out of school !" lie
said. "Isn't that bad enough for a basis?"

H4 went on to, show that supposing ail the children
Ewere at school by a systemn of compulsory

education, the millennium would stili be a long
way off.

"Look here !" dîpping into a f resh page of the
education report. "Out of 7,787 teachers in Que-
bec-only 1,500 have Normal certificates. The
other 6,287, mainly who and what are they ?"

"Imsure I scarcely know."
"Young country giîrls taught at convents and

gliven certificates to teach when as yet they have
scarcely begun to learn. Is that the way to make
efficient men and women ?"

He dug into salaries paîd.
"Here, for instance, are 97 girl teachers getting,

how mucli do you suppose ?"
I remembered some rather îow salaries in Ontario

twenty years ago, ranging round $200; but Langlois
poohpoohed that.

"From fifty to eiglity dollars a year! And the
average is so far below Ontario that there is no

comparison at aIl, In fact it's 133 to 483."
Inspection, too, lie proved to be of little or no

use in Quebec. But when lie hacd got doue witli
the illiterates, the non-school-goers, the low per-
centage of normal certificates, the juvenile teacliers,
the miserable salaries and the lack of inspection,
he criticized the school books.

"Why, we have in Quebec no standard for text-
books. We have thirteen school grammars, most
of them bad and costing from 45 to 50 cents each.
We have five sets of school readers costing $1.25
each. Th only refuge the chuld bas f rom bad
teaching and a wretched system is taken away f rom
him by giving him miserable books at prices that
are ridiculous."

fOING aud coming, at home or at scliool, it
seems evideht f rom Mr. Langlois that the

Quebec child gets anything but "the square deal."
Tliough lie did not flatly say so, Lauglois laid the

blame for this partly upon tlie political system;
partly upon the Churcli satisfied with the present
state of affairs. I don't kuow just wliat sclieme of
education lie would evolve to make Quebec as
modern as Ontario or Manitoba. It keeps him
pretty busy just now enumerating aIl the things
that to bis proZressive way of thiukiug are relics

(Con chided on page 22.)

The Place of the Private School
P RIVATE schools for boys are a striking featureof Canada's educational system. This type

of institution lias had long development in
the Dominion and lias been worked out with con-
siderable skill. Before the early Canadian govern-
mnents had organized a system of secondary edu-

cation, the country was de-
pendent more or less upon
scliools started and main-
tained by individual effort.
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