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The Colossal "Spec" of Mallaby Deeley

A British M. P. Pays Millions to the Duke of Bedford in the Biggest Land Purchase on Record

The Aldwych Theatre and the Waldorf Hotel WIn Probably Come Down.

T HE greatest land purchase on
record involves millions upon
millions of pounds sterling, nine-

teen acres of the heart of London,
with many of the famous buildings
and precincts, the Duke of Bedford
who owned them, and Mr. Mallaby
Deeley, M.P., who took them over.
The properties known as the Covent
Garden Freehold Estate inc ude Cov-
ont Garden Theatre, the English tri-
bunal of grand opera; Covent Garden
market, once the convent gardèn of
the monks of Westminster away back
ln the reign of Queen Mary; Drury
Lane Theatre, famous for generations
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Old Drury Lane Theatre, Sacred to Many a Great English Actor's Memory.

Just what Mr. Mallaby Dee-.ey
tends to do with all these histo
properties no one seems quite to kn<
It is generally believed that ho
tends to rebuild most of the Cov,
Garden area. The market has lc
been too small, and may now be
larged.. The opera house is antiqua
and may be replaced by a new one.
seems probable that the mysterli
Mallaby may erect office and cham
buildings on the areas adjacent
Covent Garden. He has a'ready sp
huge fortunes on London real estE
A few months ago he paid $2,300,
for a Hyde Park corner with
avowed intention of erecting
finaint ·hntal in the world. Three Ye
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