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Fraser Rivers. Down we glide, roll up ln front of
the hotel, and our motor trip is flnished.

Here we connect wIth the horse stage runnlng to
Fort George. At four a.m. the cail la given. The
passengers burry down to breakfast. Then, with our
new driver, we go down to the river and cross the
swift-flowing Fraser by ferry in the darkness. Here
watts the towering four-horse stage, and we cltrnb
to our places. Two of the passengers ait with the
driver on bis high, turret-like seat, and there are
tbree on each of the two other seats. 1, being a physi-
cally fit looking individuai, arn given a seat on the
boot. Hore I grIp the handies and enjoy a clear view
to the 8outhward.

Off we go tbrough tbe darkness, up grades that tax
the four-borse tearn to the lirnit, around sharp apura
that elope down sheer Into the shadow, and through
narrow canyons of roadway 'walled la by forest.
Faclng off Into space I have no securlty except rny
abîlity to hang on. Through the ruts and pItch-boies,
where we jolt at high speed, I arn lke to repeat the
performance of the Chinose suit-case. However, I
fInd I arn able te brace my feet In somne rope, as a
borsernan does In stirrupa, and I ride comfortably
and pleaaantly. Two of the passengora at differont
trues durlng tbe trip trade with me, but they are
soon glad to get their old seats back again.

Dasbing over the levels, sling cautiously down
the siopes and creeping up the grades, we go steadily
on. Mid-forenoon, and we corne to a Ilttie Stream,
and the driver waters bis berses. We passengers
get down and walk around. Then ln a couple of
heurs we roll up to the log hoatolry at Goose Lake.
Hore we change horsea. Here, aise, George, the
dapper, suave and capable lttie Jap, bas a fine and
hearty moal for us. "Six bits," seventy-five cents, It
ta this time, but It la wortb eveny cent.

Through a long, pleasant afternoon, we ne-
view an ever-cbanging panorama of valley, bill, fonest
and laito, wlth bore and there a bomostoad. 'Up one

The Metric SysteinTHE Governmnt la mnking an effort ta intro-
duce the metrlc eyetem o! weights and
mensures Into Canada. Some strng govora-
mental lead yull bo necessary to bring it

about, even la a country which bas alrondy accepted
the sensible decimal syetema o! coinage. It le a ltthe
like "apelling reform" and ail other logical changes--
easy to argue for but hard te get done. We are al
accustomed to the Engleb system o! weigbte and
mensures. We know what a quart is-vhat a yard
la what a mile le-wbat an acre le. But we do not
know what a "liter" le, or a "meter," or a "kilometer"
or a "hectare." And vo do not want te be bothened
fanding out. Ail the labour wo have put on hearnlng
this dlfflcuht and nrbitrnry syatemn o! ours wouid
b. leat; and mon vho nover weat ta echool wonld
be as wehl off as we are, If vo vere now to adopt a
nov ayotem.

N order to got a little glrnpse o! what vo loob 11ke,
vo mlght consîdor what vo would tbink o! a pro-
position te put aur moaey back Into the systemn

o! pounda, shillings and pence. Whon yon are accus-.
tomed to rockonlag la Engiah monoy, It le n falrly
Swift and easy procees. I knov by expenlence that
a few weeka la England makes it soomn qulte the
natural method of countIng your change. I preaume
that you wouid, la the ame way, becomne accustomed
to adding it up, and keeping your books la It. But
vo la Canada would nover thInk a! golag back ta It.
Our decimal system la so clearly the logical method,
and la so mucb casier to leara, that It wonld be n
crime agaInat modemn progress ta flilg this country
back Into the ohd aot-vork o! twelves and tventles
and twenty-oaes. Yet the position la exactly the
ame. The shilling le quite as hogical as the quart
or the yard. Ahi that le aeeded on our part le n hittie
United and Intelligent effort; aad we vill be emanci-
pated fram thîs cambrous, camphicated and pnrehy
adventitlous syatem, O! weigbIng and measnning
forever.

JCAN assure you that It "cornes quite easy" te get
lInto the nov systema a! measuremeat. While

blcyclng la France, vo had ta mnensure onr dis-
tances by the kilometer, wbrlCh la1 a IlttIe over bal!
an Enghish mile. But very acon vo did not stop to
do this littie auxa vbea a distance ta the neat towa
vas given us. We liait begun ta thlnk la bilometer--
just as a student o! French reaches a stage one day
when ho begins to tbiak la Prench, an~d no langer
InstiiictivelY translates lnto Engllsb. la the saMs
fashion, when buying a fild at tho groeor#s, and the
cherk says that it is 00 neb a liter, yau soan get te
understsiid, uaconeciauBlY, Juet about boy mucb a
liter viii make. And the beauty et it 15 that i-ou

long bill we get out and walk, to our own benefit and
the relief of the horses. Then as the moon begins
to stîver the world we plungo down the long grade
at the Blackwator Valley and stop In front of a large,
namblIng log bostelry that promises ententaianent
for the night. Here another suave "George" feeda
us, and we eat at a long table by the light of lanterna
swung from, the rnftens. Thon, in the large bunk-
bouse adjoining, we flnd dlean, corniortable beda,
and sink for a short timo Into oblivion.

At three a.ni. the caîl la given, for we have sixty
miles to go this last day of the trip. Breakfasting
beartlly, we walk ahead up out of the valley and then
ciirnb aboard our towering vebicle as It cornes up.
As yesterday, wo go on through the darkaess, except
that like the piller of lire, the glow of an acetylene
bend-light moves ahoad o! us over the road. Eight
o'clock cornes, and wltb It the finat change o! horses
and a second breakfast, a luxury of bot cakes and
corn syrup.

The ronds are lcy. Ia places the aides drop off to
sheer depths o! hundreds o! feet. For going oven the
ice tbe driver fastons a Sharp steel shoe to one of
the rear wheeis, comapolling It to stay la the stralght
and narnow patb. Otherwise we sbould bave tipped
over the aide. It spoaks well for the drivers o! the
B. C. Express Company thatno serlous accident bas
yet occurred on this lne.

In spito o! these necosaary deînys we make good
times. Noon fanda us only 21 milles from Fort George.
Another rueaila s natcbed bere. Another relay of
horses le put on and we are off on the laet lap.

Two heurs' brisk ridIng and tbe Valley of the
Fraser opens up to our nigbt. Soon we can seo tbe
Fraser Iteelf. Tben the bluffs nortb o! tbe Nechaco,
wbere It flows from, the west Into tbe Fraser, appoar.
At four p.m. we daah Into Fort George, the century.
old trading post and new city that tbrobs wlth the
actIvity o! transcontinental railway bulding. and our
journey la ended.

need lean no other moasure. Haviag learned the
liter, you are flot la the position o! the foreignen la
Canada, vho bas learned plat, and thon muet leara
what a quart la and a gallon. Havlng learaed your
liter, ail other measures are merely multiples or frac-
tions o! the liter.

W Bare a great people for short-cuts; and, la
Etirne, we wyul take this one. It le merelya
question whetber our ebldrea or only aur

grand-cbildren will get the benefit o! IL. "Spelling
reforrn" la, I venture to thiak, however, on qulte a
different baels. To lovol down the ortbogrnphy of
the Englsb language would ho like ploughlng up
Karnak. It mlght make the golng a bit arnoother;
but It would utterly destroy the foot-Dilate o! a
gignntlc pnst. That would b. too hlgh a price to pay
for elrnphifylng the apelling-book. No pereon,
charged witb the task o! making a nov language,
would make nnytbing 11ke the Englieb-bnt then no
person charged wltb the tnsk o! layiag ont a aew
clty would copy the topogrnphy o! London or Paris
or Rome. These are epleadId growths; nd, ntil
vo become sa utilitanian as ta use our grandfathera'
tornb-stones for doon-aille, vo vilI hnrdly dieregard
entlrely the sentimental joy o! preervlng the land-
marks o! our rnarch upvard.

0 Pcousethe way to Innugurate any sncb reform
athe introduction o! the meter ayatom, ts t--

Inaugurate ItL Thot la, the Goverament muet
have the courage to put it la force. It vlll be o! no
use to vait untfl the people tbemnselves do sa volun-
tarlly. Tbey will nover take the trouble. It la too
easy te just go on la the old, farnillar, sllp-ebod way,
buying our quarts and pounds o! thinga and
measuring by yards and acres. Suppose some np-
to-date grocer were to announce to-morrow mornlag
that ho had adopted the metrIc systern, and that
berenfter ho would not soîl you a ponnd o! sugar,
but a balf-a-ktlognme o! it, would you feel quite
easy about patronlziag hlm? Would there nlot arise
a sbadowy donbt la yonr mJnd as to whether bis
pnIco per "kilo" mlght not ho a bit dearor than bIsl
old price per pound? It vonld seema ta yon that the
grocer mlght easily take advantage o! the change
to unfamiliar measures to ahade up bis rates a trifie
-that, la any event, ho might change the cost o! the
new weigbts and mensures ta hie customens. So
you vonld go on ta the aext corner and patronize a
grocer who StUR sold by the quart and pound.

W~ WW
P FYOn-witii aNf our supertor Intelligence, for yon
Amuet bave superior Intelligence ta read this de-

partment-wouîd be s0 affocted, how do you think
It wonld affect the Ignorant and the careless. whanover- beard o! the metric system untIl their grocer

tried to "put it over" on them? Would they not be
!rlgbtened away at once, and sent filng to the good
old bonest grocer who stJIl used good old honest
English wetghts and mensures? Would we not soon
see ndvertisernents la the wtndows-Come ia and
buy where you know how mucb you are gettlng. The
old weights and mensures are good onough for US."
No; the voluntary adoption of this reforma will neyer
corne. It muet be by Goveranoent action. The new
rneasures must be made the only legal mensures.
They cou be rnarked with their exact equivalents ln
the old, so that the house-keepor and the general
purchasen can stIll tell how much they are gettiug
for thoir rney; but nothing short o! compuleory
use will ever bring tbema la. And thon our cbildren
will arise and caîl us «'Blesaed"--though a bit slow.

THE MONOCLE MAN.

Carl Flesch, Violinkst
By THE MUSIC EDITORSEVERAL hundred people wbo lke good rnusic

more or bass got badly !ooled last week-when
tbey decided to play a safe role by ataying

away from the programme given by Carl Flesch and
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. Flescb le a Hua-
ganlan by birth. Last Thursday was bis finat appear-
ance la Canada as an Item In bis firat tour of Ata-
enica, wbere he demonstrated birnsulf a big rival ta
Ysaye, Kreisler and Elman. Floscb got retura en-
gagements frorn every orchestra be played wlth la
the United States, and the Toronto Symphony fol-
lowed suit, even before tbey had beard hlm. The
dear public were informed of this thnough the news-
papers bofore Mr. Fleacb came to Canada. But a
large number docided to doubt first and regret after-
warda.

Carl Flescb may be Inciudod ln the catogory o!
the world's biggost players on the violin. He la an
artIst of tremendous potentiality. He bas a tone
almoat, If not as big, as Elrnan's. Ho bas ahi the re-
pose and self-mnstery of Kreisler. He bas not, of
course, the profound phrase-turning finesse of the
superb Ysaye; non for that matter bas nnybody else.
But be plays the blggest programmes la the world
la a big, dignilled and compellang style, tbat nover
for a moment loses itself la hysteria over the needs
of the gallery, and nover barnboozles the gallery by
playing merehy art for art'a sake to the people la the
two-dollar Ssto.

is bandling of the Beethoven Concerto la D Major
was an absolute triumph for Carl Flesch and bis
rnagnificeat Strad; and la the languageo0f a Canadien
violinlat wbo knows Flescb-"ýWhat a Strad!" Ia the
finat movement be seemed rather cold and formai.
Ia the second and third bis Hunganian blood got
warrned up and ho made the melodlc outlaes of the
Beethoven masterpiece gorgeous with cohour and
Instinctive witb passion. 1 doubt If 'Ysaye put into
those two movemeats quite the poetic feeling that
Flesch gave it. His tone was absolutely pure, Ho
nover for a moment !orced bis Strad to imitate a' cello or a pair of violas doing a duet. Hoe Pald utter
respect ta the tone values o! the piece, and la ex.
cutiag its moat dlfficult passages ho remained master
of bimelf by a great power of restraint. There
nover was any symptorn of exhaustion or of hot-
headed anxiety to produce a great effeet. Flescb
belleved that the Concerto itsel! suPPOrtod, by the
orchestra was big enongb to get Îts Own message
to the people, 80 long as ho got out of it what Bee-
thoven put Into It and nlot noceseanily any more. In
this respect ho stamped hirnself as a true Interpreter
-lot an exploiter of bimself.

Hie old-rnelody numbers wore delightfuhly and
poetically done. -Toronto audiences bave become
famnilier wlth most o! these tbrougb the work of Mr.Jan Hambourg. Flesch rendored tbomn wltb a warmtb
o! ton. and a quiet dignlty o! Interpretation. that
made them aparkle wlth poetic charm. Ho was on-
cored again and again. Hie firet and chie! encore,
was the Schubert Serenade, wbich 'he did with the
kind o! wholesonie reserve that Borne O! the big
players eatirely miss by over-eentirnentnîîzîng for
the gnllery.

Great Actor's Farewell
Sir Johnston Forbes-Roberison pays his las! visi! 10

Canada nexi noek. For tlhe pas! six monilis he has
been <n the Unfied ai os ln a girai reVival of

Shakes peare and other fcnourîîes
By JOHNE. WEBBER
OMPLETE bappinesa la the preseat tour

g o! thia groat actor ls anly tempered
by the knowhedge that at Its close tbe dis
tlngulahed actor wilI retire from. tbe stage

aitogether and devote hiraseif to an enriier art la
whicb ho had alneady achieved auccees before adopit-
ing a stage career. Ho la Still fan from an old man--
sixty la years, I beileve--but he bas decided te retire
wbile bis powera are at their ripest and wblle the
rnemory vo keep la atm untinged by sadaess.,

It la aiso deeply grntifying te note that a stage
acqunintance wblcb began none too auspiciousîy on
this aide sbouid bave ripenod into Sncb a varmü re-
gard that New 'York reluctaatly said good-bys OnIy
aftor four monthe' plnylng. Amerlea's fareweli tri.


