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LtV? r14 ane Idon't believe« s'11evruaoeut -in a84bisVW li boy, fur .jse'.. a. roI
wrong 'Ut."

Tisus wwss mu4 up the charaeter
Of thse vort-fellov lm aIl the ririe
district fer miles arouni!. Dick Te-

est -h 4 erîM *e! ireputatioa* liy a
log eries of: misdemeanors ever ince

ho 'i imade hie advont smre tva years
befôre. IÀki. isany feilova,-ho lie bi
corne out fromth'te Old Country. wlere
lie lad loein a vorking man, Whoe
through long. reriods of unenploymnt
ba&! begun te lose the vital interest ini
1f. and! things. Hoeliad, ânigrated ta
the West just in turne te save himscîf
frein an abeolute and overvlelining
ruin. Hlm bomsestead upon which lhe .d
settled, adjoine! thse one upon wbich thse
present discussion vae taking place,
and!wvau anadvertisensent of bis sloth-
funi habits. W.!. vere everyvitere
galor.. Hi. breaking vas badly done,
assd bis buildings wero already in &bad
state of repair. Yet there vere tbomoe
who thouglit they «awinhi hm tbe.promn.
lue of large lieartedness. There are a
large number ef menss viion e meets
on tlie Prairies, vhoso good nature
causes thoin te go wrossg andviiose
generosity i. often the fiat step on tise
rea! dowusvard.

Thie speaker vas Sain Vistune, a
Swode and the neiglibor of Tempest.
Ifo lied corne inte the district about the.
smre tusse andî bis farin vas the an-
titisisof tihe onie already descrihed.
For smre reason Sanm had always loess
sossevbat unkindly in his criticisin of
Dick and lhardi vards ha! frequently
passe& betveen tlenb as a result. Ro
vith his Fnglish*traiuing bad failed, te
undertand the somsevitat rougit treat-
ment by Vistune ta bis vif. and lia!

'ietly reinonstrated vith hlm. Mrs.
I iulstune vas one of thos-i quiet insig-
iificant vemnen ta wbons hf. is littl,
mare Ahtan ene long drudgcry, even
witbont the unkindness that such men
heap upon thons. Thse chivalry of bis
British engin. vas roused, often, as hoe
beard, the banals v- rds an! saw theà
voman deing dutieu aronnd thse fa ,j
viicl'ta say' the least ver. outside the1
feminirue spisere.* The fact tInt lie lad.à
dared te interfere ha! heen theie eansi
of dispute betvoou those two mon andi
every time they met the estrangementc
pcv vworse.

Thero vas, bovever, onoeprsoss in tise
Vistuin. home for vhom Dick bad a
real affection. They ha! a sinai baby
girl -of. somo tbree years. Hlow titis af-
fection started no one ever knew muue
bss Dick hinsseif, but that it vas there
'was a fact that vas indisputable. She
seemed ta e hoVe veritable angel in bis
life, for whenever lie came into bier
presence it vas as thougit saine sublte
influence vas upan him, restrainissg the
vile vord.s ho vould. othenirise use, and
lie woul! saber himself when she vas
near. .There vas neyer a trip tea toVis
vit-hout some candies or a littie trinketr
vaubd f&nd its way into bis possession1
untmilit became a joke that the "hache-t
lb light toys for the kid 'hoebadn't
gat.» Xma.s aiways ineant a doil and
several nights would be spent s9tudying 8th aaogu_ that departinent onilyte lie followei! by an ordor ta "Eaton's"
a few days afterward. Ris trip ta
town at this time of the year, meant an
extra present for the kid, whicb vas in-
variably purcha-scd first ta avoid the
money being spent in other wayis and t
thus render the purchase impossible.

Everyane vas agreed upon one point,
namely, that Dick was a good feIlowx
away from the drink, but drink was
his foe and perhaps n0oune knew it bet-h
ter than lie. l

Sometime before the story opensJ
Vistune had made a iove whichi hadh
made the break Letiveen these men more fi
complete. Conming l. onie one niglit and h
seeing the baby plaving, with the latestl
toy from town, m hich had been left duir-
ing the day, lie smashed it up and sent t,
it down ta the neighbor's shack with cý
the request, that the thing be stopped.
In his pharisaical mod, lie lad endeav- ci

oreéd te toil mm of bis untmesat.
associate with the. innocent Chili! a fact
thit no one kRaw bettet i1an Dik hip.
sel.InsIteai of glvlng hlm wlat moat
men -voill! - have..udç hbidesert 1
Dick quietly withdew, .ntwith a heart
that, vas -tornand* laeerat4d. Nov the
star àa" go»e from ie s eart ho vouli!
go inte the very depths ad before Iono
ho was voll on the vay to carrying ou~
his detormination. It vas flot long
howver before the. tables would- ho con:.
plétely turned- and- the -influence' wu
flot only to ho reatored but the -hache
1er'.e hack vas to beoore- almoit, a
adiso.

It bappeuod two, veeksafter tbo« dis.
cuasion already referred te. The viii.
ter IadveIll set inand the signe vhleh
every Westerner loarns ta road fore.
castod some bai! voather vithin the,
next fev hMurs. Soin. ton minc f lmn
sinow bai! alroady. fallea and! the huge
aundOg at sundown bac. foretol! a limé
and! stormy nigbt to foll>v. As ho
lookedi ont froin bhs door after "tke
lonolyý supper, Dick nôtice! the. wiMt
vas rising andi a fne ano* faling faot.
The temperature vas von below zero.

"Thank goodness I amn not out:;oa
such. ni t," *rhescommnentod as, hè?iled
moie Mon-,,to the. baclelor. stv
nov.ilmost rid bot.

nI pty anQy guy coming frein towa
ii ~mblizzarditîf means -a ertain

fre«ziùg «if hé's lest!"
With- this lie sat musing over the

evenéts ef the day an&- to -dreain of the.
future. ,the information had corne .te

hlm' hat ittîe ýDllY Vistune vaa
awfÙfly sick, and lie bad felt just a@
though bis own chli! as -ini dangs,.
Oh!;how ho had visited to go and &te
thse kid and to see if anythinghle- could
do would help tao ase the mil sufferer.
Then ho eoliloquised concernug bis 'ovn
ambitions, and began -te remember.thal
«Ie tee bai! hoped.to -have saine -dzy; .

curly h«ed bairu, but now -that
seemed afar off and- impossible. _..

"Hello! Wbat's that? Soin. one
comingt Gee-vhizz they must -have lia&
a pretty urgent. cal'-to hoe out in. thuas'Ail thits vas addrssed te bis dog who
hearing thse approacli of.sleigh bls bsè
announced the saine vith a bark.- Diok
immediately sprang te the door and
with ears and eyes strained! trie! te Io-
cate the possible visiter.

"No, it vas merely a faucy, ne e4e
could lie out ini tiis surely t" But again
the beils sounded and 'this time somne-
what nearer. Making bis vay, with
Lie lantern ho always kept in readissesé,
hoe vent out te try and attract the vay.
farer and te help him if possible on- bb
way. He notice! especially the terrifie
bite of the north-wvectern vind upon
whieb vas being carrned' one of -tbe
worst blizzards h., could rememblir. Vig-
crously. shook bis lantern, but vith
a bopelessness that its feeble liglit coul!
penetrate such a storin. The béils baw--
eVer aga-in caugbtý bis ear and tQue.lie
redouble! bis efforts. As.lhe glanced. to
Vistune's shack he noticedits- light oen-
tire1y Shut ont, and immecliately thore
came-the tbouglit-of-kin4neéss. cônceri-
ing bià little friknd; By"this time the
sleigli -vas dsav n.g earer and some-
hov -bis signal b.d boen seen..

"dHello thére!..Whio are vou 'eh? A
pretty night taoi e oun- la oI boy!"

Ail this vas'saddreFsed ta someosie
whorn as yet ho. could net sec, but
rbich ha! nosse thà less cordiaiity in
the welcome which is éharactenistic of
the Western people. Onse feelb that it
nust be the fellowship of danger vWbiIh
inakes sucli cardiality possible.

When the sleigli drew ta, a standtili,
how-ever, there jumped'eut a man wiho
ived buit a fe~w farins off fron- Dick.
rim Owens ha!, been up te Vistubes and'
had delayed bis departure until he
found hirnself'almost storm-bound, and
had thuls missed bis trail somewhat, il'

1is attempt to in-ake for home.
"WVell, old mass, you'd better'put the

eani ini for the niglit rather than
hance it home in this," said Dick.
-NO 11a:nks, k-id, I MUst 1ke ikif 1~
an"was the r1."I've just been uP
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