
THE NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES.

anE
Enclosure in No. 10. BRUN8wiOK.

To his Excellency Sir Edmund Head, Baronet, Lieutenant-Governor and Encl. in No. 10.
Comniander-in-Chlief of the Province of New Brunswick, &c. &c. &c.

May it please your Excelleney,
I uvi. the boueur te subnit herewith the ainnual abstract of immigration to New

Brunswick for the year 1853.
1. The whole number of immigrants arrived in the province during the year was 3,762, In 1858 - 8,762

being an increase on the year 1852 of 1,597 souls. ,, 1852 - 2,165
2. There has been very little sickness among the emigrants that arrived in this

province during the past year. The wlole number of deatis on the voyage and ln Increase - 1,597

quarantine was less than one-third of one per cent. on the numbers embarked. The
deaths were chiefly among infants and adults affected with chronie complaints of long
standing.

3. Much lias been donc the past season te improve the buildings, offices, and accommo-
dations generally at the quarantine station at this port, under the direction of Mr. Thomas
M'Avity, the efficient superintendent of Partridge Island. I have onfen lad occasion to
mention the kindness and skill of Dr. Harding, the resident pliysician, and I now have
to add that these, combined with his long experience and active habits, and the general
improvements at the quarantine station, render it every way efficient, and comfortable
for any reasonable number of immigrants that may be landed there.

4. During the past season I have lied no occasion to institute proceedings under the
"Passengers Act.' The new Act, which cane into force on the 1st October 1852, bas
worked weli. Wiere deficiencies in the supply uf provisions have occurred either from
accident or misapprehension, the deficiency lias beeit made good on my representation.
In one case (that of the packet ship Middleton), the passengers, 291 in al, where short
of sone articles during the latter part of the voyage, owing to seandamage. The owners
requested me to naine the amount to be paid to the passengers as compensation, after
hearing their statement. 1 fixed upon a suuù which was perfectly satisfactory to all
parties, and the owners instantly paid each passenger his amount in my presence.

5. The firmness vith which the " Passengers Act" was enforcd at this port in former
years in every case of wilful violation, hais lnd an excellent effect. In every prosecution
whielh I have instituted sinceu my appointment to office in 1843, a conviction has been
obtained, and somnetimes very large penalties. In consequence of this and the marked
improvements i the late " Passengers Act," prosecutions are now rarely ncessary, full
compensation being generally obtained by ny interference or request.

(. At lenast thirce-fourtls of the immîaigrants of the past season have remained hi the
province. Fully one-half of all that arrived wero English and Scotch, chiefly railway
and agricultural labourers and their familles. The number from Ireland was nuch
smaller than usual. With the exception of those -who carne te join friends here, many of
the Irish immigrants proceeded to the United States, their passages being paid by friends
resident thcre. A few Norwegians landed li June last ait Shediac, with the view, it was
understood, of obtaining information respecting the Gulf coast of this province, to be
coamunicated to their couintrymen in Norway. These, and a very few passengers landed
at Miramichi, constitute all the immigration in that part of the province during the past
year. At St. Andtew's, 447 passengers vere landed dtng the year, cliefly labourera
for the St. Andrew's and Quebec lailway, the rest boud to Canada but driven in there
by stress of weather, being too late in the season for Quebec. Tho latter were forwarded
te Montreal, vià Portland; and with respect to these, Captain Jones, the tssistanît emi-
gration officer at St. Andrew's, has made a special report, which is herewith submitted.

7. I have great gratification in being able te report, that the past year has been marked
by greater prosperity among all the industrial classes. and in every branci of business,
tlan has ever before been enjoyed since New Brunswick becanie a colony. The prices
of the staple exports of the country, timber and deals, have advanced to rates which
are highly remunerative. The nuinber of saw-miall driven cither by steamu or water
power is constantly on the inercase. Ship building lias also been prosecuted with great
ttctivity, and, te an extent heretofbre împaralleled. The vessels built are of rauch larger
size than formerly, and, owing te the hiigh character New Brunswick ships have obtained
abroad for speed and durability, their price lias become greatly enhanced. The larvest of
1853 was good, except a short crop of lay, and some damage to potatoes from the old
disense. The actual commencement o.f railway construction on an extensive scale, has
opened up new and profitable sources of employnent. Altogether business is ina healtliy
state, and the province is rapidly advancing inl every respect.

8. Besides thie imnigration from Europe, véry considerable numbers of persons have en-
tereid the province froin the neiglibouring colonies ofNovaScotia and Prince Edward Island,
and from else where, attracted by the demand for labour, and high rates of wages ; still the
supply of labour has fallen far short of the denand. The farmers have perbaps suffered
more than any other class, from an inadequate supply of aigricultural labourera and female
domestics. In the towns there lias alse been great scarcity of female servants, and a
supply of these is now very much iteeded. Boys from twelve to eighteen yeara of age
are greatly in demand throughout the province, by tra.dtsmen, fahfiès, and mechanies


