
NAVIGATION LAWS (CANADA).

R ETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Cornmois,
dated i Juie 1848;-for,

"COPY of a DESPATCH from the Governor-General of Canada, trans-
mitting a MEMORANDUM from his Executive Council upon the Operation
of the NAvIGATIoN LAws upon the Province of Canada."

Colonial Office, Downing-streetl B. H A W E s
9 June 1848. J

(No. 54-)
Cory of a D)ESPATCH from Governor-General the Riglit Honourable

the Earl of Elgin to Earl Grey.

Government House, Montreal,
Aly Lord, 12 May 1848.

TaE M enorandum of my Executive Council on the subject of the Navigation
Laws, as affecting the trade of the St. Lawrence, which I have the honour to
enclose herewith, was this day placed in my hands. As the subject to which it
relates is of much importance, I transmit it without delay, being fully assured
that the statements -which it contains will receive your Lordship's best con-
sideration.

I have, &c.
signed) Elgin 8; Kincardine.

To his Excellency the Right Honourable the EarI of .Elgin, Governor-Genera of
British North America, &c. &c.

May it please your Excellency,
Ths Comniittee of the Executive Council feeling great anxiety on the subject of contem-

plated proposals for the amelioration of the Navigation Laws, as applicable to this colony,
and also respecting the navigation of the St. Lawrence River, proposed to be thrown open
to American vessels, both which subjects have received careful consideration of the Legis-
lative Assembly, and on which a great unanimity of opinion appears to prevail in this
colony, are desirous of expressing their views to your Excellency for the consideration of
Ber Majesty's Government.

So long as it was a part of the policy of the empire to give a preference to colonial pro-
ducts in the markets of the United Kingdom, the monopoly of the carrying-trade was with
great consistency and justice given to-British shipping. The advantage to the colonists in
the British market, afforded by means of protecting duties, enerally enabled thein to over-
look the disadvantage of having the markets of the United States closed to them by duties
levied in that country in favour of native productions; of having all competition in the import
and export carrying-trade excluded from their ports; of being forced to employ British
ships, making a voyage from England without freight, in carrying the heavy exports of
the country to market, the voyage to England, necessarily bearing the expense of the
voyagelto Canada; while foreign-vessels which might have resorted to the ports of Canada,
were excluded from taking the products of the country to the British market, and conse-
quently had only the profits of one voyage to pay the expenses of two. The advantage and
disadvantage of tiis system of protection and monopoly alternated ý according i to circum-
stances, but on the whole, the colony, while ber products were protected in the British mar-
ket; did not complain of the monopoly in favour of British shipping, which seemed to be au
essential point in the policy of the trade of the empire.

The country of Canada at ail times laboured under a disadvantage, as compared with the
more southern portions of America, in having her ports closed by the ice durmng a consider-
able part of the year. The shipping ports are also at a great distance from the open sea,
and the navigation, after entering the Gulf of St. Lawrence, was liable to be tedious, and at
the early and late periods of the season dangerous. Freights and insurances were thereby
enhanced, and it was not always that. the high protecting duties of the British Corn Laws
placed Canadians on as favourable a footing as their A mencan neighbours.

To counterbalance these natural disadvantages, the River St. Lawrence afforded asplendid
inland navigation from the inteior, superior to that by the Mississipi, because of the climate
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