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But ,the girls of whoIn 1wish particularly to speak to-dayare not those Whlo by force of circumstances or by a spirit ofindependence have been driven into c ompetition with men -inthe battle of life. Many of our girls look forward to a lifewhere home and social duties only-await tlicm, when, as theywouid say, their education is inisbed. On them depends, in agreat measure, the standard, of culture, manners and moralsivhich is to prevail througliout the country. Give thein broadand enliglitened niinds, the courteous manners that spring froma quick 3and ready sympatliy, disciplined emnotions and loftyideals, and there is hope for advance in the coring generations.t is for these girls chiefly tliat our private schools exist,and it should lie possible, for mnany reasons, to develop in tleiea perfect systemn of education. In the first place, tbey are veryliffle hamnpered by uti1litarian considerations. Lt is flot nec-essary to limit instruction to that whicli is directly useful. Anideal education sliould teacli us liow to live, flot how to gain

AS OUR counîtry grows in population anweaith the problemn of education become
daily more important and more compli
cated. In former days it was not consid
ered necessary that a girl sliould have ai
education in any way similar to that o
'ler more fortunate brothers. Tbey lia(

1 iý to be fitted for the battle of life, whuie sbi
was to remain guarded and cared fo:at borne, busying herself in bousewifely duties, a pleasant

graceful, and not too întellectual companion for ber husband'ý
leisure hours. For this a little reading, a lttle-in some caseývery little-speliing, some smatterings of general knowledge
a littie French or Italian sufficed. One branch of training, toc
mucli neglected in înany modern homes, was indeed well car-
ried out. The old-fashioned girl was neat, orderly, and dainty
îný ail things pertaining to ber person and the bousebold. ,Sli
kept the linen in wardrobe and cbest carefully replenisbed.
She was expected to be an adept in the ^art of concocting mar-
vellous teas and cordials from lierb and berry. Then she sboulh
play a few pieces on piano or harp, embroider useful and use-
less articles, walk elegantly, dance gracefully, enter and leave
a room witb case and decomuni. For these no elaborate system
was tbougbt necessary.' A governess, a few masters, and per-
baps a small finishîug sebool for accomplisliments and deport-
menf fulfilled ail the requirements.

0f course, in ail ages there bave been brilliant exceptions
-sciolars in Latin and Greek, learned philosophers, brilliani
mathematicians. Everywbere and at ail times aspiri ng minds
find food to nourisb tbemn, and grow aIl the more robust, per-
baps, tbrough the effort of seeking. But the average mind
rested satisfied witb its surroundings.

But now conditions have changed, and we are forced toask ourselves, "For wbat spheres must the modern girl lie pre-
pared, in Canada especiaily ?" and "How best can she be fitted
to undertake hem new duties ?"

A large nuînber of our women live on famms and in coun-try places. Their lives will be busy ones. How can ugliness
be transformed into comfort and beauty, drudgery into fruit-
fui and absombing work? Mucli las been donc aleady towards
this, andmucli more may still lie donc in the near future. Our
public sdliools give to ail an opportunity for learning to read
fluently and intelligentiy, to write correctly, to compute readily.Ail that can lie donc to train the girl in neat sewing and plaincooking should be encouraged. 'Nature study also wbich trains
the eye to careful observation and awakens a love for that
whicb is beautiful, will teach them to find pleasume in the com-
mon things about tbem. Furtbermore, our agricultural and
domestic science schools are doing mucli to introduce scientific
methoda into daîry work and poultry farming, and to make
cooking and Iaundry work a pride and a pleasure rather than
necessary evils.

Then we bave a large class of girls wbo must support
tbemselves, in part or altoget'her, in our larger towns, as clerks,bookkeepers, stenographers, etc. Having given what time theycan afford to their general education in public and highi sdhools,
tliey continue their special training in business colieges or tech-nicai schools. They are fortunate, indecd, if tlieim early teadli-
ing lias been such as to awaken in tliem a taste for good lit-eratume and an interest in some subject which will daàim their
tlioughts wlien working hours are over. Women who desireto enter into professions, sudh as teac bing, law, or medicine,
have exactly the same opportunities for doing so as have men.
Universities, iaw schools, medical scliools are ail open to them.That the education best fitted to deveiop a man's power is nec-
essarily the best for a woman, jI do not wisli to assert; at leastwe are pcrmitted to watcb the experiment.
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ý a livelihood. t is nlot the acquisition of useful facts, for ises it merely a training of the mnemory, it is the drawing forth, thel-harmonjous development of, ail one's powers, physical, mental,d-and moral, and spiritual. Education in any governmnt systemLn -that provides for the masses must be a compromise betweenf culture and commerce. T'his private schools sliould escape.tdAgain, time is flot se limited. t is flot necessary toetryle to force nto fine years the work of twelve. A girl of seven-r teen wlio lias passed lher matriculation is flot educated, is flott, ready to leave scbooL. In fact, the ground lias barely beens prepared to nourish the flower of lier education. She is flot>S ripe enougli to» grasp unaided the thouglits of great minds, thetrend of miglity movements. She may hiave learnt to writeocorrectly, but rarely lias lier style developed ifldividuality. andforce. Wliy sliould she net remain untîl lier mind maturesY' and unfolds naturally, doing work specially adapted te ber in-e dividual requirements?
* Anotlier ýreason wliy a private school should-I do flot saydoes-afford perfect opportunities for educational work is thatdparents ouglit te be wiliîng to spend on their daugliter's edu-cation a sum in just proportion te what tliey will spend latere on lier'dress and pleasures.

t 'sliould be possible to have a large and very competentt staff, sufficient for any demand tbat miglit be made upon it.s It sliould be possible to have a complete and modemn equipmentin every branch of training that might lie considered desirable.it should be possible to have spacious buildings and largegrounds.
I have said that an ideal education is the harmonjousdevelopment of ail the powers, physical, mental and moral, orspiritual. How can t'his aim be accompfisfed in a school?Until comparatively recently very little attention lias beengiven to physical work as an important branch of educationin girlse as well as in boys' scliools. And yet personal exper-ience proves that mind and body are very closely related anddependent on one anoffher. Itis true that ini 5011e cases, bysheer force of will, men pliysically weak have accomnplisliedgreat intellectual feats. ýPope was " an ugly, crooked littiething thiat asks questions," and yet lie had the mnost brilliantwit of bis day. Paul was weak of flesli, but the wilîinignessof bis spirit compeiled flot only body, but brain, to work in theservice of bis Master. Yet it must be admitted that in theordinary individual weariness of body counteracts the force ofwill necessary.for any sustaiued mental effort. And wearin'essof body can be aimost banished by cameful and scientific physi-cal training. I siould like to empliasize the words "careful"and "scientific," for violent and ill-advised gymnastics may domore harm than good. Every gifisliould be carefully ex-amlined, and whenever necessary speciai corrective exercisesshould be given. The training sliouid lie graduai, and everymuscle sliould be equaily exercised. lt is extaordinary what achange can be effected in the physique of a girl in a shorttime, and, with liealth, corne good spirits and mental energy.Games are another great factor in moral as well as inphysical training. Hockey and basket-ball are peculiarly fittedto dcvelop quickness, good temper, unselfisliness, and a senseof fair play and honor.

Closely allied to physical training, from an educationalpoint of view, are the manual crafts,' SUcli as wood-carving,weaving, and I might add carpentering, book-binding, andmetal work. I do flot think that the more purely intellectualwork sliould lie sacriflced unduly to these 'at an early age, buttheir recreative power is Most valuable,' and habits of concen-tration and neatness can be learned from tliem in some caseswliere mental work lias been unavailing.
nAlthougli I do not hoid that the acquisition of useful in-form ation and the training of the memory and the logical fac-ulty compose the wliole of education, there is no doulit thatthey do play a niost important part in it.* The mcmo6ry is mostactive in young dhldren, aind if intelligently -cultivate<j thenwil prove a valuable asset. in later life. The logical facultyis notoriously weid< in w6men, and it is our duty te strengtlienthat feeble quality and gradually wipe out the stairi on theeputation of our sex in this respect. And now we, are leftface te face wîth the question, Wliat knowledge is the mostuseful for our girls to acquire?
I have' said before that their duties will be mainly social.Wliat knowledge, then, will best fit thern. for these dutiesi We]ive in a practical age in a practical country. Our men arefor the most part too busy te occupy tliemselves muücl withideas. And yet great ideas are tlhe mainspring of ail nationalgreatness. Sliould liot our women lie trained te understandand appreciate thie great ideas of grea't men of former ages?
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