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vented bv personail and iiuniicipa.l cleainiiess. lii the twvlhtli
century it wvas found necessary to pa~ve the str-eets of P<aris, as
the stencli fronm them Nvat unbearzable. D)ysenteries :lsjîotteîl
fever, that hiad been prevailent, diîiniislhed, ndf a sanitzarv ou
dition wvas soon establishied, that approached to that ()f the
\lo oris1i cities of Spain, that ia,ý been paved for ceIîttric,.
liut alas for backzslidling!1 Many of the Spanishi cities lave
l)eell allow'ed to, lai)se iflto an unisanitary co-iiditi' iii, anid the
evi(leiceS of Spanish sanitation, as I saw it in Cuba, were xiut
calculated to excite enthiusiasm. Under the control of WVesternl
civilization and the lp'oPe' ap)plication of knowledge, nitthiave been changed. Wlhen it xvas *deci(le( tliat plaguies we*e
not a visitation of God, quarantine was establislied. Nothiiîg
lias protected the hiuman race to a greater extent thian the
establishment of proper quarantine.

\Yhen anesthetics were first introduced, tlieir use in labor
was iseouiraged, as it wvas believed that \vomen shotild not

e:scape the curse pronuuinced agrainst thern in (lenesis. Now
anesthetics are, I hiope, verv universaliy used, to prevent the
awful agýonies of labor, by an enlightened, educated, scientific
andi humnane profession. The very best evidence thiat eaui b
lrouight forward to eruiphasize the I)enefits to nîankind of imi-
proved methods of living lias been obtained1 froni the B3ritish
(Jovernent reports of life iîîstrance transactions, carried out
in the seventeenth, and again, a hutndredl years later, in the
eighteenth century. In 1693, the British Governienit borrowed
money by selling annuities o11 lives froin intancy upw\ard, on
the basis o-F the, average longevity. TFle contract wvas profit-
able. Ninety-seýven years later, another tontine of scale of
annuities on the basis of the samne expectation of life as in the
previous century, wvas issued. Thiese latter annuitants, however-,
lived so mucli longer than their predecessors that it proved to, be
a very costly loan for the Governuient. It w.-,as found that while
10,00 of each ses in the first tontine (lied undi(er the agre
orf :28> OnlY 5,772 maies and 6,416 fenales in the second ton-
tine died at flhc saine age, one hindreJd years later, or, in othier
wmordls, :2o,000 died in flic first period and( only 12, î88 iii the
second periocf of one hundred years later, a very -g-reatlv dlinin-
ishied mortality, ail coniditions beiîig identical e-.xcept the
im<provernents wvrouglit by advanced sanitation.

Once fairly introduced, discovery ai-rd invention have un-
ceasingly advanced at an accelerated pace. Each continually
reacted on thic ot'her, contintîally thîey sappecl superiiaturalisni.
The diffusion of knom7ledge by tlic new'spaipers aîîd reviews


