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THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and wiil watch to see what he will say unto me,
and what I shall answer when I am reproved—Has.ii. 1.

.

Rev. A H. BURWELL, Editor.]
~

THRELE-RIVERS, FRIDAY 15th OCTOBER 1830.

[Vor. I—No. 7.

DEATH OF HIS LATE MAJESTY

SERMON ON THE
, GEORGE IV,

Isanam xurx. 23, 23,
(Continued frem p. 34. No. P'.)

,THE King is dead.—Well—the King was only a man, and like other

% must die. Yos—but his death is an event of public interest.
He was the head of the first empire on earth, to which his regency
reign have added a lustre which will beam throuch all history
“hile the fashion of this world endures. And, as subjects of that

¢ spread empire, his death concerns us all. He s:oqd in a direct
“2tion to usall. He loved his people—that cannot, I think, be ques-

O%ed, _auid under his rule they were perwitted to win resplendent tl‘l’f-
Phies which are associated with the preservazion of the best interests
Ymankind, fis own personal qualities and attainments were sneh

ewinently fitted hita for dignity, for conusel, for command. He

a man.cast in no common mould, and yirved in ro common way.
g U here we must make a general obsorvati?u, 'wit}}ou.t P:’“'l“f'u{?:{
ference to the case now before us, that the faults of Ninrs an

Finces are as conspicnous as the points which we admire i.n their
1\ Facters ; and althouzh we ouzht in duty and decency to veil them,
khe pulpit is the last place in which the lanruage of flattery should be
fard, * Thore at least we must estimate s by the pure and holy
Yandard of the word of GOD who is to judre us all ;—and which of

s from the Prince who is exposed to all the e tdanserous suares |

N Pfide and pleasure, to the humblest individual who keeps his
ay

“ Along the cool sequestred vale of life,” —

hich of ug can bear to be brought to such a tost 2 % Who may abide
) day of his coming, and who chall stanld when He appearcth ¥ —.45
$ Kinz, wa may ventare, [ think, to sav of the deceased Monareh,
:h“ he fod” his people ® with a faithful and true heart, and ruled
bem prudently with all his power.”—.4s a Christian,—~ we surely
Yght to indnlze in the same charitable construction of his prepara-
N eternity, which we should put upon any other case where

Al grounds of hope might be afforded.—All of us are sinners before

>4, and it is no treason to say that our King was among the number ;

" would be treason to the Kive oF KINGs to say otherwise :—but
': May hope that he was a repentant aud believing sinner. Many
|ifnt1’udictory things are always said by differcut parties, ofthe private
iooand habits of aking; and persons on either side, affecting to en-

i . . o .
‘2’ the best imformation, make statements inconsistent with each
he", in a mannpar the most positive an:d precise ; but one thing we

I Ow, that the King had for a length of time about him the prcsv_nt
"" op of Winchester, a prolate of decided anl eminent piety, in-
938 society he much delirhtad, and who was believed withgood reas

2 t0 have beea an instrument in producing a salutary effect upon his

in W We know also that there were other faithful and ncompromis-
'hg reachers of the truth of God whom the King often heard. Wihen
thH‘efore we hear that, upon the bed of death, the Monarch recpu'ed
6, 2anouncement of its near approach with the words, ¢ The will of
i 5, ¢ done I —and that he then called for another Prelate who was
of “tendance upon him at the last, to administer to him the pledges
8y , Saviour’slove,—we ought to hope that a mind so discerning and
Kh:e" informed, would not, in that last struggle, when Royalty in the
P of death was the mere frail thing that other men are, desire to
ayy CiPate in those boly memorials as in an empty ceremony or A
voq TStitious charm, but that he believed and sought an interest in the
Yo ®mption of sinners _hy the blood of Christ, whose sufferings are
1Y Tesented in that o.rdman.cc. This is }Vhat we oucrht to hopc;
“lut‘t us we leave this portion of our subject—only ad(ﬁnga genele
Peryo that this hope to which we cling for others, ought never to be
orted inte a delusive reliauce for ourselves. For though God,

‘earded the ioler

whose favours are of grace and not of debt, may receive and recom-
pense those who engage in his service at an advanced period of their
day, and even atthe eleventh hour which precedes its close,—it is not
for those who dellberately calculate upon such an opportunity that
the mercy can be expected to be reserved. They who abuse his long-
suffering, are in the direct way to be “ miven over toa reprobate mind,”
and are only “ heaping up to themselves wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.”

( Tv be Continued.)
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP.

Marcus Antoninus, at the age of twelve years, embraced the rigid

system of the stoieal philosophv, which he also endeavoured to incul-
cate on the minds of hig sulijects. Ie even condescended to read
lectures of philosophy to the Roman people, in a manner, says Gib-
bou,.who nevertheless eulogizes his character, more public than was
consistent with the modesty of 5 saze, or the dignity of an emperor.
Under his reion comuienced what s generally accounted the Jourth
persecution of the Christians, ]t ig not improbable that he had beheld
with ananxious eve the lenity which had been shown them by his pre-
decessors, and thiut the occasional interruptions that had been givea
them were at least with his connivance. Certain it is, that rosconer
had he attained 1o 4o Ml exercise of power, than he completely dia-

ant principlea of Antenina. Pips, and threvw epen ounow
more all the flood pates of persecution.

_ The churches of Asia appear to have suffered dreadfully at this pe-
riod. I’olycarp was pastor of the church in Smyrna, an office which
hst had held for more than cielity vears, and which he had tilled up
with honour to himeelf, to the ediiication of his Christian brethren,
and ﬂ}“ 2‘0{'}' ofhis Divine Master. It only remained for him now to
seal his testimony with his blood. The eminence of his station marked
him out as the victin of popular fury. The cry of the mnltitude against
Polycarp was, « Ty,ig is the Doctor of Asin, the father of the Chris-
tians, the subverter of our gods, who teaches many that they must
not perform the syered riehts, nor worship our deities. Away with
these alheists.” The philosophy ef the emperor could not teach him
that this pretended atheism was a veal virtue, which deserved to be
encourared angd propagated among maukind. 1lere reason aud Philo-
sophy failed him, and his blind attachment to the gods of his country
cansed him to shed myueh Llood, aud to become the destroyer of the
saints of the living God.

The friends of Polyearp, anxious for his safety, prevailed cn him to
wlthdm\\: himself from public view, und retire to a neighbouring vil-
lage, which he gi4, continuing with a few of his brethren, day and
nizht, M Prayer to God for the tran-quillity ofall the churches, ~ The
most dilizgent “search was in the mean time made for him without ef-
feet.  Bat whey bis enemies proceeded to put some of bis brethren to
the torture, with the view of compelling them to betray him, he could
no loucer he prevailed on to remain concealed. “ The will of the
Lord be dane * yas his pious ¢jaculation, On uttering which he made
a voluntary surrender of himself to his persecutors, saluted them with
a cheerful countenance, and invited them (o refresh themselves at his
tuble, only soliciting from them on his own behalf one hour for prayer.
They granted his request, and his devotions were prolonged to double
the peviod with such sweetness and savour, that all who heard him
were struck with admiration, several of the soldiers repenting that
th?y Wwere employed against so venerable an old man. His prayer
bgmg ended, they set him on an ass, and conveyed him towards the
city, being met on the road by Herod the Irenarch (a kind of justice
of the peace) and his father Nicetes, who were chief agents in this per-
secution.  Many efforts were tried to shake his eonstancy, and in-
duce him to abjure his profession. At one time he was threatencd by



