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plan, wbicb is not in itself indispen:sable for the main purposes on
account of which. the boeuse is bult. H1e proceeds on a principle of
Order, as well as on one of Special Adaptation. 11e makes bis build-
ing according to a certain style, suit..ed to the prevailing taste of the
period; and iu no style of architecture are the windows and doors,
and other parts of the structure, arranged without some regard to
syminetry. Witness-as illustrative of the saine point-the general
re8emblauce ini the forms of the weights used in a merchaut's sbep-
the regularity in the plaits of a wicker basket-the mould in which a
water-jug îs cast-and the countless devices for ministering to the
sense of beauty, irrespectively of the direct snd proper use to whicb
au article of manufacture is intended to be put. It would probably
be impossible te mention a single object fashioned by hunian intelli-
gence, ini which, while some special end is aiined at, the influence of
the principle of order is net at the same time manifest. Now, what
thus holds good regarding the works of mnu, holds good also regard-
ing the works of God. While special adaptations are every where
met with iu nature, tbe Creator bas been pleased, for the most part,
if not invariably, to conforn biinself to a general type or pattern. It
'was at one time a subject of flerce controversy among scieutifle men,
whether the phenomena of the universe are to be explained by refer-
ence to the principle of Adaptation, or to, tbat of Order; one party, witb
Cuvier, maintaining the former opinion; sud another, -with Geolfrey
St. Hilaire, the latter. But both sides (as bas often bappened) were
se far right, and e far wrong. The question between the disputants
was: Adaptation or* Order ? The trutb of tbe case is: Adaptation and
Order united. On the one band, for instance, the eye was express[y
fitted te be an instrument of vision; on the other baud, bowever, a
general plan is disceruible, according to which, tbe eyes cf ail creatures
are formed; and ohly sucli departures bave been made froni the typi-
cal form-the normal eve, as we ma.y term it-as Nvere rendered neces-
Sary or deqirable by the circunistances in wbich particular animals
were designed te live.

The ]aw, that the wvorks of nature, wbile exhibiting special adapta-
tions, are formed upon a general plan, did net altogether escape the
notice of tbe reflecting mids of antiquity. They had glinipses of it,
theugh dim and imperfect. The formai. and scientiflc exposition
wbich it bas received of late from s everal eininent writers, bau been
one of the fruits of the pregrees of physical investigati-on; and Drs.
McCosh and I>ickie are entitled te the highest praise for having
gathered together iute a focus ail the light whicb the different natural
sciences, as far as we are at present acquainted with theni, sbed upen

529


