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panies being added, and the information regarding those
hitherto deailt with, iaterially augnicîted. One of the mnost
valuable fcatures is the series of naps, te fact that they
arc without fold increasing their usefulness. Mr. Mabson
recently visited Sonth Africa on behalf of the Sialist, and
whilst there lie was able to glcai mîuch valuable information
for tc present edition,-informîîationi indeed which largely
anticipated a nnmber of official reports which have been is-
sued since the book went to press. It is claimed on behalf
of "Mines of the Transvaal" that it is absolutely ndispen-
sable to ail intcrested in Transvaail gold mining, and this
claim is well sustained. The book is absolutely up to date,
and it deals comnprehensively, completely and accurately
witl a subject of paramount importance to British and cou-
tinental investors. Those onily conversant with the enorious
amount of labour involved in the compilation of a statistical
work of this kind can fully appreciate its timue-saving merits,
and tc editor is to be congratulated upon such a satisfac-
tory termination to his labours. The book should bc on the
office desk of every mining muan.

THE DEATH OF A PIONEER MINER.

F EW of ic Cariboo pioneers anywhere in British Co-
lumbia, remarks the Ashcroft Journal, but will re-
iember Sain Montgomery, who died in the Barker-

ville hospital on June 1st after quite a long illiiess. He was
born at Inniiiskillei, Ireland, iii z8t4, and was thus in his goth
year. Coming to Cariboo in 1861, niost of his life was spent
at sea. In 1858 lie joined the rush to the Fraser River,
coming fron California, wliere lie had miinîed in the carly
'so's. He will be rcienbered long by lis Cariboo friends
for his lonesty and ability to work at his advanced age.
Montgomery was a successful miner, having made lots of
monley and spent it. His carly mining in Cariboo was done
on Nelson and Lightning Creeks. He never ceased prospect-
ing and when 83 years of age sank a shaft 53 feet and ran
a tunnel fron tic bottom 6o feet, entirely withoiut assist-
ance. Two ycars ago, vhen 88 years old, lie sanîk the first
33 feet of tic Montgomery shaft alone, and but for a large
boulder, too big for himn to handie, lie would have completed
thie vork without lelp. Froni this claim lie lad as his share
several thousand dollars, sonme of which lie had-at his death.

Samn Montgoimery was a prospector in aIl that the word
implies. Like miost men whio spend tlieir lives it. prospect-
ing for minerais, lie lad forned certain ideas relating to
wliere best to locate, but unlike many lie seeced to have
formcd on the whole prdîty correct ideas. Ccrtainly lie
nade some misses, but lie has to lhis credit many strikes.

THE IRON RESOURCES OF THE WEST COAST OF
VANCOUVER ISLAND.

To the Editor:
My attention has becn drawn to ani article entitied "A

Desolate Pacific Regioi," which appearcd in the New York
Sun of the 2and uit., and originally published in the Portland
Oregonian. Tiere is little doubt the writer of this article
is a well informcd mani, or radier lie is possessed of much
varicd and curious information. Thus lie refers to the West
Coast to be tle most untamed spot west of Mississippi
River, and the Indians are described as "red devils." He
furtler states tiat "thle SS. Quecn City, under thle comîmand
of Captain Townscnd, bas been sailing up the West Coast
for tc past year and tlic respectable white traders and uis-
sioiaries wlio now lcad loncly lives aniong the Red In-
dianîs, having no more tituber to work on are about to return
to civilization." I venture to thinitk meavnwhile that our
mine-owncrs and prospectors have little necd of this geitle-
mîanî's symipathy, nevertlicless lie offers it. I quote his
words- In justice to a scattering few hard wvorking
lrospectors and mine owncrs now tryinîg to discover wlat
the West Coast of Vancouver Island vas made for. the
aliove statenent should perhîaps be qualified. There are
iuierous mines along te West Coast and several lutindrcd

thousand good Aierican dollars lave been lost forever in
ait endcavour to imake producers of thei. One of the finest
of these Col. Seller's propositions was largely tinainced by
Portland people. It is a copper mine located on otne of the
tiumerous offishoots of Barclay Sound. elie wlarf buildings

and bucket tramway arc ail in excellent condition, but the
minle is oreless and the proioter is iii the pîetiîtentiary."

Again our symîpathctic friend retnarks "that in% this un-
tamîed spot timie has stood still for more tiant a huntiidred
years, and, owing to the topography of the country there is
little likelihood of advancemtent in the nuext century. I
vould like to draw this writer's attention to the fact tiat it

is due to the mnisianageient of the Portland coipany's
niine, to whicl lie refers, tliat this locality lias len kept in
the background, and without considering the gold, silver
and copper resources of the West Coast of Vancouver
Island, in several localities occur most valuable deposits of
higli grade bessemier iron ores, and an eiiiient ietallurgist
who has spent several ycars examining the iron ore deposits
in British Columbia, Washingtoin and Oregon has cmipliati-
cailly asserted that the West Coast districts are capable of
supplying more commercial iron ore than ail the other Pa-
cific Coast districts combiied. So far as the Port Retifrew
district is coicernied I know tat the deposits are large and
the ore of excellent quality, and these one day will be
proftably operated. All we on the West Coast require is a
fair field and no favours, and we shal iot be afraid of the
result. J. B. ATKNSos.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

Report on the Great Landslide at 1.rank, Alta, i9o3, by
cfessrs. R. G. McConnell and R. W. Brock, extract front

Port VIII., Atiaual Report 1903 of the Geological Survey of
Canada.

The Copper iandboolk: A Manual of the Copper Industry
of tc World; Vol. IV. for the year 7903. Comlpilcd and
publishied by Horace J. Stevens, Houghtoi, Michigan, 1904.

Tlie present edition of this excellcit anmal is a great
improvetment on its predecessors. The information is tiot
only more extensive, but the' compiler lias taken the greatest
pains to ensure its reliability. IIence we do not finud in tle
references to our British Columbian copper mines those
glaring inaccuracies to which wc felt impelled to call at-
tention in our notice of the 1903 edition. The volume is
strontgly and tastefully bouind in cloth, and in its existing
forni is probably the best work of referetnce on copper min-
ing, tecinology and trade, publislied.

PROVINCIAL MINING ASSOCIATION.

l R. JOHN KEEN, president of the Provincial Miiing As-'
£ sociatioi; last inonth inade arrangements with Dr.

W. A. Hendryx, of Spokane, to treat by his electro-
cyaiide process a few samples of schist containing arsenical
iron and carrying gold, so as to determîitne wlether or nuot
ttese schists can be treated at a profit by tliat process. Mr.
Keen lias alrcady sent several lots of schist to Spokane frec
of cost to the prospectors supplying theni.

The secretary of lie Association lias recived the foi-
lowing reply from the iwidow of the late Hon. Seiator Rcid
to the letter lie sent conveying to lier the resolution of symi-
pathy witlh ier in lier recent sad bereavement in the death
of ier iusband, passed by the Executive Commnîittec, of
which the deceased gentleman was a tiieniber up to the time
of lis death. Mrs. Reid wrote: "Will yotu convey my
grateful thanks to the Excecutive Conimittee of lte Provin-
cial Mining Association for tleir kind sympathy withi ne in
my sad loss. The Association lias lost a faithful and inter-
cstcd friend. Althtougli not successful in lis mining enter-
prises Mr. Rcid never lost faith in% the future of British
Columbia as a mineral country."

The following correspondence is published for lie infor-
nation of all interested:

From the secretary of the Association to thte Minister of
Mines:
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