IN NOVA BCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

Mroughout the Province. Their names are
Riererved in our old provincial almanacks,
Bt their good deeds and unwearied labours
Gyl never be fully known or appreciated
Bken by the moxt grateful posterity. Forty
ars ago, the Church of Scotland formed a
gall handful compared with its present
aumbet : aged Dr. Gray, laid aside by indis-
Bnsition, and Mr. Martin in Halifax, and the
Bfev. Donald A. Fraser and Mr, McLeod in
Bictou. In locking over a fyvle of papers 2
port time since, I found among a number of
Egher important documents, the foliowing ad-
fress, which may be new to many of your
taders, but which still possesses an interest
jimong  surviving  relatives and  friends.
EWhen the Rev. Mr. Knox, pastor of St
BYatthew’s Church, returned from Nova Scotia
p Scotland, in May or June 1823, the con-
gregation, being left without the public ordi-
nce of religion, applied through their trus-
es to the congregation and minister of St.
gindrew’s Church for assistance. Their appli-
piion was readily and cheerfully received, and
¥r. Martin, with the full and cordial consent
B his people. agreed to preazh once a day in
6. Mauhew’s Church, alternately, with his
Egwn congregation, until another minister
fitould arrive. This was the peculiar situa-
jon of ecclesiastical affairs in Halifax, from
ne to December 1823, there being only
jsue Presbyterian clergyman officiating in this
bty, Dr. Gray having been laid aside by in-
fgisposition, and Mr. Robson having retired
fom the ministry. It was on that occasion,
find under these circumstances. that the ad-
ress now alluded to,and which is here insert-
%d, was presented to Mr. Martin by the
ustees of St. Matthew’s Church, who were
| respected citizens of Halifax in their day.
heir descendants, many of whom are stiil
ving amongst us, will read, we should think,
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ondent can never forget the occurrence and

he brotheriv kindness of the office-bearers

fSl. Matthew’s, while life is prolonged, and
gratitude is cherished in the heart.

ELecerend Sir:

Hartrax, Nova Scoriy,
10th Dec. 1823.

We beg leave. in the name of the corgre-
Egstion of St. Matthew’s, to return you our
glincere and grateful thanks for the prompt
qud handsome marner in which voa met their
Fipplication for assistance, when, by the cou-
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Hteir pastoral servics.
P . .

FHr. Rennie, as anassistant to Dr. Gray, now

pus duty you so readily undertook. and ao
ralously and avly performed, aud the con-
Reregation request you will gratify them by
e accepjance of the sum of Forty Pounds
purrency as a testimony of their christian fel-
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Riundation of many flourishing congregations | lowship and of their respect and esteem.

With best wishes for
nal hanpiuess,
We are, Rev. Sir,
Your obliged and faithful servants,
(Signed) James Fouuerrow,
G. N. RusseLl,
W Fonrsyrh,
Parrick Ross,
ALEX. MclDouagsuL,
JosEPH ALLISON,
Janes CRUICKSHANK, =
Committee of Management,
To the REV. Joun Marrix, -
of St. Andrew’s Church,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

vour temporal and eter-
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Popular Superstitions and Popular
Delusions.

M1N, made up, as he is. of two natures,

if we may so speak—a material body and an

immaterial spirit —surrounded, on the one

ith interest, that address, and vour corres. |

- o H
Etnables them to relieve you from the arda.

hand, by the outside material world, of which
. his own body forms a part; and, on the
;othcr hand, by immaterial realities with
, which we believe his own spirit has more or
lless sympathies ¢—we need not wonder al-
; though his day dreams, as well as nighe
! dreams. should partake largely of the super-
natural and marvellous.  And thus it is, we
!think. that in all ages. in all countries, and
tin every condition of life. the popular mind
+1s s0 deeply tinctured with supernatural and
: grotesque illusions.  Magic, Astrology, Au-
guries, Divinations,—although dignified by
"ancient superstition with the name of Sei-
; ences,—were but the different phases in which
! this universal propensity to the superaatural
i showed itself; and we may look back with
" pity on the dark ages in which these ocenlt
!scienccs occupicd so much attention.  Yei,
"we are well assured that more revolting and
(far grosser superstitions than these, prevail
. the nineteeath century, notwithstandiog
j our Christianity and our boasted enlighten-
jment. ‘The prevailing belief in Witcheraft,
Spiritealism, Pseudo-Miracles, Fortune-tell-
ing, Omens, and such like phantasms, prove
it ?)eyoml questioning.

‘We are in the habit of charzing our Roman
Catholic forefathers with handing these su-
' perstitious notions down to us. It Is not so.
! These motions ave much older than Catho-
!licism itself.  We believe they are 23 old ax

nued indisp'osili'nn of Dr. Gray, and the de-, man, and may, perhaps, e the skadows of
garture of Mr. Kuox, they were deprived of , what n:ear may have been familiar with before
The arrival of Rev. !

the « Fuall.” or what hé may be hereafter fu-
smiliar with,

No doubt, the Catholic church never scru-
pled to avail herseld of these popular dere-
L slons, or to turn thent to gond account, as
"+ helps to devotion.™  For this purpose she
; has filled her calendar with an endless num-
< ber of imaginary eaints, and piled heaps of




