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plays the part of a master who teaches.the intellect, retines taste,
corrects moral error, and strives to, siznulate the love of whiat is

rîltand abliorrence of what is evil. It should depiet cvii as it is,
that is, in its rcpulsiveness, ànd it ouglit to point out that virtue is
a beautiful thing and invariably rewards him whio loves and
tollows lier.

The novcl-writers of French Canada have certainly not hiad
tluis ideal constantly in inid as they wrote, but the niorality of
tlîeir religion lias always stood them in gooel stead. The influence
cmanating froni their work is sound, its morality is strong, some-
Lunes cven lofty.

There is no temptation for thein in pictures of metropolitan,
life, characterized as it is by artiflciality, supersubtie refinernent,
lustfulness and strenuousness ; they devote their attention to, de-
Picting the simple and free country life of their countrymen, wh.ichl
is cnerally healthy and of sound morality; they tell over again
the countlcss lcgcnds handed down throughl generations at the ingle-
iiook; or they toucli up the doughty deeds of their ancestors in a

~trigtale. These considerations give the Canadian novel a dis-
tinctly national mark, noticcable even at a glance. A Canadian
reader finds hixnself at, once on a famniliar soil, wvhile a stranger
coines upon an aspect of literature whichi lie hias miever before
exarnined.

The first to endow lus country witli a work of fiction fully de-
>iervingr to be called a novel, is M. de Bouclierville. Sprung froni a
îxoted family, M. de Boucherville, at an early age cxhibited talent,
capacity for work and a desirr. to, acquire distinction by his achieve-
inents. He soon attracted attention by bis wvritings on literature
and applied science. After liaving enrichied his mmid by a severe
course of study lie publishied in the .Rpro~eNationa, a pretty
littk, tale entitlcd, Le P>ont de Pierre which scorcd a de-terved suc-

cs.Bclievingr that, lie hiad discovered the riglit vein, lie began the
C01mposition ofl the work whichi was destined to bc, bis imastcr-picce:
Un<' d(lp perdue, Deu.x cle trouv.ées-.. Aftcr lie hiad writtcn the first
part of luis work, lie laid down luis pen. It was only in bis old age
tluat lie completed it, and it is to be regretteci, for the seconud part is
inucli inférior to the iirst.

The scene of the first part of the novel is laid in Louishia and
the Antilles. Having prussed a part of his life under these burningr
cliiecs, the authur is fauniliar with theni, and flescribles thein wvitiu
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