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Seadios in tho Acts of the Apostles, .
aoer : '

LESSON XL—MARCH 15
. PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA.~ACTS ¥6: 1-18.
’ CoMMIT VERSES 16-18,

GOLDEN TEXT

" And_1 said, Who art thou, Lovd1 And he

fnid, -1 am Jesus whom thou persesutest.—

Acts 26: 15, '
’ " CENTRAL TRUTH,

The Gospel is shown to be true by what 1t
does for men, -

DAILY READINGS,

M, Acls 25:18-97.
1.  Acts 26: I-18,
W. Acts:1-20,
Matt, 17 1-9,
P, Gal. 1:11-24,
Sa. Luke 1: 67-80,
Isne 42: 1-12,

INnrronucTioN.—Paul had lain in prison at
Cesarea when a change was macde 1n governors,
Immediately on his arrival in Jerusalem (July
1-12), the leading Jews aslk the governor to send
Panl to Jerusalem intending to kill hint.. The
governor refuses, and summons the Jews to
Cesarea. They accuse Paul bitterly. Paul
denies Vho chorges, but, fearing lest the gover-
nor he persuaded to send him to Jerusalem, he
appanls 1o « esar, and it I8 determined to send
him to Rotne for trial; but Festus can find no
charges to send with bim, K ng Agrippa and
his sister Bernice about this time visl. Festus,
and Paul is called before him, in order that he,
being & Jew by education, may discover someo
neeuasation,

Tir TRIAL SCENE —(1) THE pACE—Herod's
Judinent-ball or palace. (2) THE PRISONER—
Paul, nged 58, bound by one.hand to n Roman
soldier, (3) Tur Junges—estuy, of good char-
acter, comparntively; Agrippa, & bad, hard
man ; Bernicee, his sister, living with him as his
wife. (4) Tne AunieNcE-—The leading people

officers in gorgeous uniforms and a brilliant
assembly.

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1 Exrenr—Agrippa was tralned as a Jew,
and had studied their sacred books. His father,
though not n Jew, lived in the Jewish ways
5. NTRAITEST—mOost exact, particular. 7. OUR’
TWELVETRIBES—The nation asa whole. Many
ol what aro called the lost ten tribes wers
mingled with the tribe of Judah, and the Jews
were a commingling of all the tribes. 11, CoM-
PELLED~—Strove 1o compel. 14, PRICKS—goads
with which oxen were driven; the more they
i{lclied agalnst them.the worse they were
uard. .

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—How long did Paul remain
In prison at Cesarea? What change was made
in the governorsofJuden ¥ What did the Jews
ask of the new governor? Where were they
summoned to accuse Paul? What was the
result of this trial? Why did Paul appeal
to Ceesar? How was this alding him in his
desire to go to Rome? Who came to visit
Festus? What favor did Festus ask of them §
WhyV What trial was now held? Who were
the nudience 7 Was this a favorable time to
preacli the Yospel ?

SUBJECT: THE GOSPEL DEFENDED AND
PROVED. --

I, BECAUSE IT 18 THUE FULFILMENT OF GOD'S
ProMisEs Svs 1.7)—How did Paut open his ad-~
dress?  What can you tell about Agrippat
What speeial fitness had he for judging Paul’s
cise ! What does Paul say of his early lile}?
Why does he refer to this? What wasg the pro-
mise made by God to the fatherst (Job 19:26;
Dan, 12: 2, 3;” Luke 20:37, 88; Ps. 72:8-11; Isw.

£ 751021225 Dan, 7: 9, 10, 14, 27.) How did the
lsraelites feel townrd this promise? Meanin
of ‘“instantly serving God day and night?'!
How was tho Gospel a fulfitment of this hope?t’
Jlow does this show the truth of the Gospel.

II. BECAUSE IT 1S REASONARLE (V. 8).,—How
did Paul come now to speak of the resurrection §
why was it not incredible? Had they been
-raised from the dead? (1 Xings 17:22, 233
2 Kingsd: 32953 18: 21; see nlso Like 20: 37, 38.)
Is the Gospel reasonable? Axe all its tenchings
reascnablel :

{11, BECAUSE OF THE WONDERFUL CHANGES |

1T WORKS IN INDIVIDUALS (Vvs, 8-16).—@ive a
brief account of Paul’s conversion i Did he sce
Jesus in the bright light? What did he hear
him say 1 Was this a proof tuat Jesus was
llvmyrv, and divine? (v.16; ch.9:17.) Mecaning
of *hard to kick against the pricks”1 How
did it apply to Lanlf He: woesitabply to ust
Whit change was wro.ghit in Pault -How do

the wondorful changes the Gospel. works in |

the character of men prove the truth of the
uospel? s . P
IV. BECAUSE OF ITS RESULTS IN THE WORLD
(V4. 16-18.~Why did Jesusappear to Pault Was
he Lo have new lighty How does this bear upon
the Inspiration of his epistles? What was to
ho the eflect of the Gospel? What is the dark.
ness referred to?! How does ths Gospel brlsln

light? What are the four steps in the Gosé
work, in v, 183 What is the inheritance pae-
suints] P it '/fo her
- PRACTICAL BT w' - ey
1. The bopes and ¥
mentare tulfilied ix
IL. The Gospel i
chauges it has wrot
111 It I8 provet
Note ti'e results ot
forming nations, "~
IV. Wnen God o
calls us to gome woi
V. Christiann koot
progressive, .
VI, Weshould
turning men fro
kingdom of Gkod.

-
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Studies in the Acts of the Apostles,

| LESSON XIL-MARCH 22
" PAUL VINDICATED.—ACTS 26 : 10-32.
ConMmiT VERSES 22, 2.
. GOLDEN TEXT.

Having, therefore, obtalned help of God, I
continue unto thisday.—Acts 206 : 22 :

CENTRAL TRUTH., .
God calls us ; let us obey.
DAILY READINGS,

M. Acts26:1.18,
T, Aects 26:19.32, -
W, Matt. 3:1-12,
Th, Isa. 53;1-12,

¥, Isa. 60: 122

8a. Johnlo:1-2L
Luke 18 : 18-30.

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1), WuErEvpoN—after seelng Christ and
hearing him, before Damascus, 20, THAT THEY
SHOULD REPENT--Paul's preaching was practi-
cal, "This, aud the following, was the alm of
his labors, 21, CAUGHT ME IN THE TEMPLE—
(seo Acts 21:26-31) two years before. 23. RIsE
FROM THE DEAD—his Saviour and King was a
living Saviour, and divine. 27, I KNOW THAT
THOU BELIEVEST~he believed with the bead,
not the heart. 28. ALMOST THOU PERSUADEST
ME—there are three interpretations of 1his
phrase: (1) As: given here. (2) As in the Re-
vised Version, “«With but little persunsion
thou wouldst fain make me g Christian.” Do
you expect to change me with so little argu.
mentas you can usein this briefspeech? (3)
“In g lttle time thou persuadest me”; j.e.,
either seriously, *1f you keep on, you will soon
persuade me,'” or ironicnlly, # Do you expect to
persuade me in this briet time?” 20. Wire
BOTH ALMOST AND ALTOGETHER—or asinthe
Reviked Version, ¢ Whether with little or with
much”™; or ag Alford, ¢ Both in small measure
and in great.”

QUESTIONS.
INTRODUCTORY.—Where was Paul! dow
long since his imprisonment? Before what
audience was he speakingi What point in the
history of his conversion had he reached in his
addrgsst ) )
SUBJECT: DIFFERENT WAYS OF TREAT-
ING GOD'S INVITATIONS.

I, PAUL'S WAY (V8. 19-23).

(1) OBEDIENCE.—To0 hat ¢ heavenly vision "
does Paul refer? 'To what had God in this
vision called himt How did Paul treat the
cill? Have we had similar invitations? (Isa,
55:1; Matt, 4:17; 11:28-80; Rev, 22:17,) How
have you treated these invitations? How far
does our salvation depend on God, and how far
onourselves?

(2) WORKS FOR CHRiST.—What did Paul do
as soon as converted? 1un what places did he
preach? Meaning of * coasts”? Do all who
really love Cnrlst want to tell others of him?
By whose help did Paul continue in the Chris-
ttan life and work ¥

(8) TEACHINGS.—What was the practical
teaching of Paul? (v.2.) What is repentance?
What is lvto turn to God?  What are the works
meat for repentance ! What was his doctripal
Leuchin$1 Where were these things taught in
the Old 'estament? 1s Christ the centre of ail
true Christian doctrinet ]

1L FESTUS' WAY (V8 £1-25).—What did Festus
think of Paul's tenchings, Why did Paul seem
to him to be g lunatict Does the Christian life
geemn thus to any persons now? Who are the
ones who aré. ¢ beside themselves ¥ Whatwas
Paul's reply to Festus?

1IJ. AGRIPPA’S WAY (vs. 26-20).—What. yas
King Agrippa’s knowledge ot the Gospsif
What was his beliefd Did his faith and know-
ledge make him a Christiunf What was lack-

ing? What did be say to Pault Was he sin-
ceref What would 1t have cost him to become

a Christian? What was Paul’s answer{
What had Paal that was superior to whab
Agrippa¥possessed 2 What exception did Paul
muake? Apply this to the Christians’ desire
that ail men should be like them ?

1V. THE VINDICATION (V. 30-8%).—What was
the result of this hearing? Why was it better
for.Paul that he was not set at liberty %

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1, God gives us all a call to the Chrisl.lqn life.

1I. We must each for himself decide whether
we will obey the call.

I1I. As soon as we know Christ we should
seek to lead others 1o him,

1V. Our teachings should be both practical
and doctrinal,

'V, True repentance will be proved by its
fruits.

VI, An earnest, devoted, self-denying Chris-
tian seemsto be beside himself in the eyes of
the worldly. . ]

VII. Thero Is no madness so great as the
neglect of eternal life for the sake of worldly
pleasures.,

VILL, One may know the truth, and believe
it, and yet not be a Christian.
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“ ALMOST THERE.”

nssage lay on my study-table, What
uld not be startled by its sudden
e significance?  * Qur Katie was
.ill last night, The doctors say
-hope, Please come at once.”
~ssible ! Katie, the very picture
.ealth, the very impersonation
eauty ! Katie the lighthearted,

e romping girl, the very life

al gatherings I Why, it seems

"t I listened to her ringing
Tinto the merry face that

*o have been shadowed

v

{ decorous in her mirth.

with a thought of death. How will she

dare to face the king of terrors, this young, |-

light-hearted, frolicsome thing? Thus [

| soliloquized with mysclf as I hurried to the

scena of distress, Trueit had been justa
year now since Katie had stood before the
pulpit and made_ her confession of Christ,
True also, in all that timeI could recall no
instance in which she had in-anyway com-
promised her Christian character, Shehad
renounced at some sacrifice the amuse-
ments forbidden by the church,” She had
been punctual and apparently bappy in
attention to her religious duties. Therehad
never been anything -irreverent, or im-
“ May there not
have been,” I found myself nsking as ¥ap-
proached the door, “some deep under-
current of spiritual life of which we who
watched her ‘were not fully aware 1"’ Nay
she not after all “be ready for her Lozd
when he cometh”? : .
To my first question on entering the
house, which wasas to her physical con-
dition, the answer of the attending physi-
¢ian was but too decisive, A few hours- at
most was all that we could hope for. To
my second question, addressed to the
mother, “Has anything been said to her
about preparation for death #”’ the answer
came, *Oh, how could we say anything to
her { poor thing, she never thought of dying
in herlife, It would frighten her to death.”
% And yet she must know it.” . ““Oh, yes;
we want you to tell her ; but, oh; doit as
gently as you can.” 8o, taking only the
mother with me to thebedside, I said in the
calmest tone I could command, *How are
you this evening, Katie?’ A smile of
recogpition and the softly-whispered
words, “Almost there,” I could with
difficulty restrain the outburst of the
mother’s anguish, as I replied, “Almost
where, Katie ?” Another bright smile, “ At
the end of the journey.” ‘ And that endis
heaven 77 With a bright look upward,
“Yes” For one moment I had to soothe
the torrent of siruggling emotion in the
breast of the heroic mother, and then amid
the solemn stillness I asked one question
more, “ And are youready, Katie?” «I

am not only ready, but if 1bis the Lord's]

will, I am glad to go.” :

*I ‘will not unveil further the secrets of
that chamber which seemed mnearer to
heaven than to earth, butas I walked away
in the calm starlight I thought, What a
transcendent power there is in the religion
of Cheist! What unheralded victories it
wins, and what silent but potent influence
it is often wielding in hearts that are them-
selves perhaps all unconscious of its power!?
How wonderful that this young girl, whe
had everything to live for,  who had never
had a reasonable wish denied, in the midst
of home, wealth, friends, all that heart
could wish, was not only willing, but even
glad;, to leave all at the Master’s call!
And how much divine grace is often ef-
fecting in young hearts all unknown to us
Tllustrated Christian Weekly.

-

HOW TO BECOME HAPPY.

Many young persons are_ever thinking
over some new ways of adding to theic
pleasures, They always look for chances
for more * fun,’”” more joy.

Once there was a wealthy and powerful
king, full of care and very unhappy. He
heard of a man famed for his wisdom and
piety, and found him in a cave on the
borders of a wilderness,

“Holy man,” said the king, “Icome to
learn how I may be happy.

Without making a reply, the wise man
led the king over a rough path, till he
broughs him in front of a high rock, on the
top of which an eagle had built her nest.

“Why has the eaple built her nest
yonder P’

“TDoubtless,”” answered t} : king, “thatit
may be outof danger.” }

#Then imitate the bird,” said the wise
man ; “build thy home in heaven, and
thou shalt have peace and happiness.”—
Child’s World. i
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES,

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the international
Post Office orders at their Post Office, can
get instead & Post office order, Hayable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
subscribers.

“REPRINTED STORIES.”

T haye much, pleasure,” writes'a lady

‘Reprinted Stories)’ which I received to-day,
Iam well satisfied with it ; ‘it exceeds my
expectations. I wish you unbounded suc-
cess in future with the Messenger,” : -

Amy of our’ friends who send us six sub.
seriptions - (either new or. old rencwals) to
the Northern Mossenger, at its regular price
of 30 cts a copy, will receive a.copy of the
above mentioned interesting and instructive
book. o
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i

‘Wx CoMMENCE in this number a series of
lessons on “ Temperance Physiology,” which
will furnish teachers in schools and super-
intendents of Bands of Hope, who wish to
give simple scientific instruction to their
scholars with regard to the effects of the use
of alcohol, tobacco and opium on the human
‘body, with all the facts they need. These
lessons are taken from a book just publihed
dn the United States for the use of children
from ten to fourteen years of age. It has
been prepared under the direction of the
Scientific Department of the National W,
C. T. U., a number of eminent physicians
and teachers having aided it in the work, and
we earnestly hope that the facts which it
contains will become very widely. known
among the young people of Canada. -
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CLUB RATES.

TrE CLuB RATEs for the “ MESSENGER,”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—

- 1 copy, - - . - 30 cents
10copies =~ - - ~§ 250
.» 2bcopies -« - e . 6.00 ...
50 copies- - - - - 11 50
100 copies- - - - - * 22 00
1,000 copies- . - - - 200 00

Joax DovearL & Sow,
Publishers, Montreal,

——————

MonTREAL DAILY WrrNESS, $3.00 a year,
post-paid. MoNTREAL WEEkLY WiIrNEss,
$1.00 a year, post-paid, WEEKLY MEsszN-
GER, 50 cents ; 5 copies to one address, $2.00.
JoaN DouvaaLL & SoN, Publishers, Montreal

‘Que,

Erps’s CocOA.--GRATEFUT, AND COMFORT-
1NG.--“By a thorough knowledge of the natu-
rallaws which govern the operations of diges-
tion and nutrition, and by a careful applica-
tion of the fine £roperties of well selected
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast

tables with a delicately flavored beverage
which may save us many heavy doctors’
bills. It 15 by the judicious use of such
articles of diet that a constitution may be
gradually built up until strong enough to
resist every tendency to disease. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us
ready to attack wherever there is a weak
roint, We may escape many a fatal shaft
Ly keeping ourselves well fortified “with
pure bloodand a properly nourished frame,”
~—Civil Service Gazetle.~—Made simply with
boiling water or milk.  Sold only in packets
labelled—*James Epps & Co., Homeopathic
Chemists London, England.”

BEST TRUSS EVER USED,

moroved Elastic Trnss,

by Worn night and day., Posl.

A tivoly cures Nuptura, _Sent

by mail everywhere. -Write

for ll;ull descriptive clrcularg
tho

NEW YORRK ELASTIC
'TRUSS COMPANY,
744 Broadway,Now Yorx

SEND 10c for 30 rich(1885)Chromos

with vour namo on. Nowest and prottiest Card
issued ; liberal aash commissions aliowed for melltnyg
our cards, Catalogue and full partionlars with . first
order, Address EUREKA CARD CO., Bolton, Quo,

—
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THE NORTHERN MESSENGERI!s printed and pnh.
Mehed on thoe 1t and 15th ofevery Eonnh.nb I{} os.’?%"21
and 823 St. James streot, Montreal, by John
Dougall& Son, composed of John Dougall and Jamos
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————

D, Dongall, of New Yorl and John Redpath Douy
of Montreal. B hecparh Bou ““"

residing at Newton, Onit., © in acknowledg-
ing the receipt of -the beautiful volume of
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