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lic, Inever had a greater contempt than
for & Catholic who thinks to advance
his religion by watering it down or ex:
plainicg it away. Like my old friend
and fellow-convert, Rev. Dr. De Costa,
on whote gcul God have mercy, I can
say toycu that *“ the truth seekers have
bad erough of compromise, and they
want the Catholic religion 100 per
cent. pure.,’” Pray heartily for con-
versions, and do your duty and Ged will
make His light to shine inmany more
hearts.

In the words of the great St. Teresa,
as 1 take my leave of yon and thank
you for your kind altention, begging
you to forget the imperfect manner in
which I have pretented to you the story
of conversions, hoping to use my life to
spread the light of the true faith, I
hope with all my failings to exclaim in
the hour of death: * Well, thavk God,
at least I die a Catholie,” and may He
gay “' Fiat Lux.”’—Phbiladelphia Cathbolis
Standard and Times.

8T. JOSEPH.

THE LESSON OF HIS LIFE,

Everywhere and at all times men
have judged the qualities and acticns
of their fe)lovmen by their mere out-
ward pcwp exd glitter.  Power, super-
fcr ta'ents, brilliant tuccess, actions
which lead toastenishing results—these
are what they admire, ond to these
they yay eulogies and raiso monume nts,
1t would almost secm that even szretity
stands in nced of thie e xterior splendor
in order o deseive th frat
mankind., Men appreciate the outward
gifts of nirecles and tongues hecause
of the celebrity which they attract,
but thote bumble virtues which rerderx

tivn Ol

obeys. This is all that we can le rn
l'rfm) the Secriptures concerning his
ministry. He is well called the hidden
saint of the new law,

Durivg his whole life, when God
commands he fears vo danger, he
dreads no enemy, he shrinks from no
hardships, he refuses no sacrifice. Be
cavse God wills it he retires without a
murmor out of the grotto of Bethlshem,
desolate and dreary as it is, and stands
over his charge a faithful sentinel —the
guardian and protector of his Infant
Lord. Not a word of complaint escapes
his lips when he is iold to arite in the
middle of the night and take the Child
with Iis mother and fly into Hgypt
He neitber questions nor hesitates ; he
is the faithiul man still—stil true to
hig trust, the guardian of Jetus and
Mary.

He suppresscs all murmurs ; ho goeks
for motives of disobedience neither in
the weakness of the mother noe in the
tender age of the child, nor in the
fatigues and dangers of the journey ; he
asks no questions eoncerning the dura
tion of his exile, nor the time wben his
struggles are to cease ; bus, rising
from bis sleep, he takes the Child and
His mother and sets out without guide
or assistance, leavirg to God alone the
task of watching over and pro‘ecting
his cherished family. At the first sigr
of heaven's w»ill he returns from exile
to his native land with Jesus and Mary;
for them he eniares poverty and humil

the saints agreeable to God are ap' to |

escape their vision and rarely excite
their admiration.

St. Josepb, who as patron of the
Universal church is raised ahove all
the other saints of heaven, had none
of those brilliant qualitics which wen
always admire. The duties of the min
istry which he bad to perform rever
rose above the plane of humble, every
day life. He was npot ealled, like
Moses and Joshna, to give laws to
pations and to make kiongs tremble on
their thrones ; to command the ele
ments and to change the ordinary
course of vature ; to astonish the
world by his power, and to lead a
pecple to the land of promise. Ie did
not, like the prophets and apostles,
open the eyes of the blind, beal the
sick, bring the dying back to the 1 ght
and recall the dead from the tomb.
No extraordinory actiors are related of
him. The Gospel s praks of him simply
as a just man whose life was always
regulated by the will of God and in
conformity with the strictest rules of
justice.

The will of God is the primary source
of all justice : it fixes the cuty of man
and makes the state in which he
placed his sure way of salvation.
Hence it follows that submission to the
will of Ged is the mark of justice.
When man is subject to the #ill of God
he accomplizhes all duties ; bis
piety has no more chstaeles to fcar, and
his actions are always ivspired by the
purest motives. Suchare the virtves of
which St. Joseph gives us so striking an
example. Ilis submizgion to the will of
God renders him a model of justies in
his love of the state to which he was
called, and in the promptness of his
obedience to the divine commands.
And we need only reflect on these two
points to be convinced that he was
really what the Holy Secriptures styls
him—a just man.

The first effect of submission to the
will of God is to keep us in the place
which He has marked out for us. As
He is the Sovereign Master of cur des-
tiny, and as He proportions His giaces
to the state in which I1e wisbes us to be,
it follows that man, submissive to His
will, should content himself with the
sitnation in which he finds himself ;
should not seck to rise above it against
the will of heaven, and should never
str've to substitute arbitrary works
and a chimerical perfection for the
duties which God ¢ emands and the per-
fection which He exacts. St. Joseph,
reduced to the mcst lowly condition,
accepts without a murmur the order of
Divine Providence. He does not op-
pose to the cecrees of heaven that
vain reasoning which has faith only in
its own conclusions ; which weuld :eek
to change the appointed order of things.
On the contrary, he abandons himseif
entirely to the will of God ; he remains
satisfled with the state to whizh he is
called, and does rot seek to rise above
it by the means which vanity or s:1t-
love might snggest.

Perhaps we do not appreciate in St,
Joseph this love of his state of life ;
if 80, it is «imply because that spirit of
submission t» the will of God is not in
our hearts, and because Ilis decrees are
always sure to meet with oppositicn
whenever they do not agree with our
own ioclinatione, Not that we should
consider the example of St. Joseph as
condemning that noble emulation which
makes one aspire to reach honcrible
eminence through the path of duty.
No, far from it ; but it teaches us that
our ambitious views should always be
in keeping with cur state ; that we
should think less of rising in the world
than of rendering ourselves useful in
it, and making it better for our pres
ence ; that even in seeking dignities we
should enceavor rather to obey God,
Who calls us to them, than to satisfy
ourselves ; finally, it teaches us that
our efforts apd our aspirations should
always be accompanied with a spirit of
perfect submission to the divine will,
whether it calls us to fill a brilliant
station or bids us sanctify oursclves in
the painful labors of poverty :nd the
obtcurity of a private life.

The next effect of St. Joseph’s sub-
mission to the will of God which we
have to admire is the promptness of
his obedience to the divine commands.
In the ordinary course of human everts
the band of man alone appears to
guide everything ; God remains invis-
ible and acts through secondary causes.
In the history of St. Joreph, on the
contrary, the finger of God appears to
guide everything. God chooses all the
means and leaves to the minister of His
will nothing but the task of meditating
over the wonders which he sees accom-
plished, The Lord commands, Joseph

is

iation and rewains until death the
faithful and tried guardian and protect
or of his Lord. W a irahle

of obedierce ! How eloguently
dees it not teach us to sabmit without
murmur to the will of heaven !

The nplary sabmission of St.
Joseph e divine will thus rendered
him, as we bave scen, a model of just
ize -in his love of state, his perfect
patience, his entire resignation, and in
the promptness of hisobaedience. Itre
mains for us only to consider the re
wards which his justice merited

On ecarth jostice rarely meets with
temporal rewards, The impious, in
the midst of pomp and prosperity, fre
quently are in the enjoyment of grand
cur and riches. Their success seems
to surpass their fondest desires ; whilst
the just, oo the contrary, have often
for their portion only contempt and
indifference, Without the light of
faith we should perbaps not unfrequently
be tempted to imagine that the favors
of heaven are the reward of erime, and
its disfavor the only recompenze of
virtue. Joseph, whose virtues merited
the praise of the Holy Spirit in the
inspired writings, did not receive
for bis reward temporal prosperity
and success, Like sc many other just
men, he was pcor and persecnted, an
object of scorn to his fellowmen.
I'he distinctions of the world were
unworthy of merit ; but God ex-
tended to him the prize of real great

his

e granied him the urderstard-
he divine mysteries ; Ho estab-
1 protector of His chosen ones

and He eelected him to co-
is adorable designs—three
vouchsafed to Joseph

alove, avd alone fit to be the recom
pense of his virtues

When Almighty God decreed that the
august mystery of the Incarnation
shonld be accomplished, Joseph was
the one chosen to be not only the con
fidant, but the faithful guardian of the
divine secret. The Son of God when
about to descend on earth toassume our
human pature, would have a mother.
This mother could not be other than the
purest of virgins, and her divine mater-
rity could not impair her incomparable
virzinity. Until such time as the Son
of Mary was recognized as the Son of
God, His mother’s honor had need of a
protector. Some man, therefore, was
destined to be called to the high honor
of being Mary's spouse ; this privileged
mortal was Joseph, the most chaste and
the most just of men.

But he was not only chosen to the
glory of having to protect the mother
of the Incarnate Word; he was also
called to exercise an adoptcd paternity
over the very Son of God. So long as
the mysterious cloud was over the saint
of saints, Jesus was known by men as
the Son of Joseph and tho carpentor’s
Son. When Mary, after three days of
mysterious separation, found the Child
Jesus in the temple disputirg with the
doctors, she thus addressed Him : *‘Thy
father and I have sought Thee sorrow
ing.” And the evangelist adds that
He ** was subject to them."

“ What wonder, then, if this fo:ter
father of the Son of God was prefigured
in the Old Testament, and that by one
of the most glorious of patriarchs ?
Listen to St. Bernard, who thus com-
pares the two Josephs: ‘‘The first
was sold by his brethren and led into
Egypt, thus prefiguring our Savicur's
being sold: the second, to avoid
Herod's envy, led Jesus into Egypt.
The first was faithful to his master and
treated his wife with honor; t! e econd,
too, was the most chaste guardian of
His Spouse, the Virgin mother of His
Lord. To the first was given the
understanding and the interpreta -
tion of dreams; to the second the
knowledge of and participation in the
divine mysteries. The first lJaid up
stores cf corn, not for himself, but for
all the people : the second received the
Living Bread that came down from
heaven and kept it for himself and for
the whole world.”

Thus we have seen the glory and
power of the just on earth are not the
certain measure of their merit and
holiness ; but far different is the case
when the links which bind them to
earth are severed. As the gifti which
they then receive are the true reward
of their sanctity it follows that they
must be proportionate to their merit.
The more resplendent their life has
been with virtues the greater the hom
age and veneration to which they are
entitled after death, and the holier
they have been in the sight of God, the
more perfectly they have accomplished
His will, the higher the degree of au-
thority and powers to which they are
raised.

This reflection, then, will make it
easy for us to understand how great
must be the power of 8t. Joseph with
God, and how worthy he is of our
homage. Always subject to the Divine

will, his life was but one uninterrupted
sucocession of virtmous actions; every

instant added but fresh lustre to his
merits. He is, therefore, before God
the most powerful of the saints as he
was the most jast of the children ol
wen, How great must be the power of
his iotercession with that Son Whose
love he never ceased to merit! And
this is why the Church hails him as
her patrow and protector, and why de
votion to him prevails wherever trus
faith exists,

Justly, then, we may apply to our
selves the words which of old were ad
dreased to the recdy ones of Egypt—
[:e ad Joseph (** Go to Joseph, ') Let
us go to Joseph with confidence, asi
ing of him nos temporal favors, whieh

wight be the cause of our 1uin, but | that fountain which bhas since attract
grace to persevere in we'l doing. Lot | ¢! millions to the Rocks of Massa
ns learn {rom him to be contented with | hielle, and has imparted new life avd
the lot which Providence has grapted ‘ trength to thousands upon thonsands
us: to be submissive to the will of | of poor helpless invalids,

heaven, to be charitable in onrdealings “Did wyou see any miracles at
with our fellowmen ; in a word, to walk | Lourdes ?"' A very natural question

Our

as he did iu the path of justice.

cupplications will then be worthy of | Whoso has had the inestimable privi

Joseph; he will bear them to the |lege of visiting this holy grotto may
throne of the omnipotent God; the|in simple truth reply, *‘I have seen
Lord will bestow upen us ilis benedie des, itself the most stupendous

timns:

rew:rded with ca thly consolations, we |

|
|
|
|

and if, like Josepb, we are not |

way confidectly bopo for an abundant |

reward in the better life to come.— Ave

Maria.

THE APPARITION AT LOURDES,
FEBRUARY II, 1858

On the eleventh of Febrnary, 1558
the world wae rotating »n ita axis at

the same rate of speed which it has
bad since the hand of the Almighty

gave in its first twirl in space ; the
millions of men and women psopling

its susface were, :
their persomal cor
ing what was
horizon of their individua!l
Paris especially only a day's railroad
ride from the 2 of the momentous
event we approach, had human grand
eur reached apparently its topmost
notech. The gecond Empire was at its
meridian of splendor, and the third
Napoleon was revengirg in the intoxica-
tion of the power which made him the
arbiter of the destinies of Kurope.
The glint of the coming glory from

8 urva', bugied abount

ittle reckon
yond the
lives. In

the fields of Solferino and Magenta was | t

already gilding the points of the bay- |

onets of the French army.
humiliation and the sorrow of Sedan
and tho exile aud obscurity of Chisel. |

hurst were hidden in the womb of tte | of the world and say, *‘If this be not
Future. ‘ + miracle what is worthy of the
At this very time in an obscure vil- | vame?’—The Gesu, Philadelphia. |

|

lage in the foot hills of the Fyrenees
was transpiring an event

As jet, the ‘ t

which was |

to stir the world in deeper depths than |

thoce reached by Napoleanic power.
A simple peasant child,
years of age, Bernadette Soubirsus,
had been sent by her mother with her
sister and another companion to gather
for the fire place picces of wood that
had floated dywn the little river Gave
and were wont to drift into the
t under the Grott f
the spot it s

cross the bed of
which was then

$4!

5NOre

Massabielle

because of the repa n ak the
mill Bernadette's two companions
had doffed their wooden e and
crossed the little stream. Bernadette

who was rather delicate and wore
stockirgs, waited behind to take ther
off. She was leaning against a rock to
do so when she heard a sound as
of a rushing wind. She looked up ab
the trces, but to her surprise their
branches were not moved by it. She
then looked towards the Grotto and
noticed that a magnificent wild rose
tree or brier, which was rooted in a
niche in the rock and the branches of
which hung down to tke ground, was
being gently shaken. All of a sudden
around the niche, an oval ring cf bril
liant golden light appeared aud within
the niche she saw standing a lady of
unspeakable beauty., This lady was
dres:od in pure white, with a light blne
girdle ; a white vei' covered her head,
and on her arm was hanging a rosary
with a eross of gold.

In that moment was revealed, not
to the believing only but to the unbe
lieving world as wecl', the Immacu
Quesn of Heaven under the naw title
and in a guise then unfamiliar, but now
familiar and dear to every lover
Mary, Oar Lady of Lourdes.

Skeptics there were, of eourse, to
quéstion Bernadette's story, bot timo,
which tries all thiogs, has tried
truth of story, and every stcceeding
year has rooted more deeply in tl
miuds of Catholies all over the world
that it was Our Lady herself w!

tl
the

her condescending love deigned to aj
pear to the poor peasant girl of
Lourdes.

The very promise made to Bernadette
by Our Lady sets the seal of trath upon
the child's story. *‘On my part,’’ said
the Immaculate Qaeen, ‘* [ prowmise to
make you happy, not in this world but
in the next.”” Strange promise, that
no girl of fourteen would have invented
promise, too, strangely fulfilled since
Bernadette's life was not what the
world call a happy one.

Bernadet:e's work is over, and
has gone to behold forever, face
face, the dazzling beauty of the Queen
of Heaven, who deigned to manifest
herself to her by the flowing waters of
the Gave.

To suppose, as do many ill-versed
in the ways of God, that the purpose
of the Almighty in permitting the ap
parition of his Mother on the rock of
Massabielle was to open up at Lourdes
a sanitarium or water.cure for the
bodily silments of mankind, is to miss
the very raison d' etere of the shrine
of Our Lady at Lourdes. To know the
true pu e of God in the manifesta-
tion of His power there made, one has
but to witness the outpouring of faith,
piety and devotion in this holy spot to
be seen and beard, especially when
some organized pilgrimage is assembled
belore the Grotto. Only one who has
heard the Magnificat sung by thousands
in thanksgiving to Mary for some re-
markable eure can fathom the full
meaning of that sublime canticle which
welled up from the immaculate heart
of the Listle Maid of Nazareth, A
beautiful expression of Catholic faith
may be seen nightly, when thousands

she
to

of pilgrims each with lighted taper in
bhand assembled within the enolrcling

fourteen |

colonades that spring from the facade
of the basilica present the appearance
of a sea of light chanting in unison
the Nicene Creed and at the words,
“Kt homo factus est,”’ with the

genu
lection of each worshipper, the pic
turesque cffect of a sinking and risiog
wave of light is presented to the |
eye,
The miraculous fortnight, durieg
which she appeared almost daily to

her favored child, began on the eight
econth day of the month, and it was
on the twenty fifth that the fountsin
of bealth giving water hallowed in the
arth by the tiny bands of Bernadetie
it Mary's bidding Arst gushed forth

wsk of any pilgrim to this holy shrine,

racle of the nineteenth century.'’
it
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hundred |
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y prayecr
yme to be, |
of February, ‘
went to

m she had
» Grotto
erected
faithiul

because
her
srish priest and told b seen
Blessed Virgin Mary
Maasabielle, who wished
iere a chapel to which the
night come in pilgrimage.
Duplicate this situation in any part

NUAS WHO SET TYPE.

The other day ther
Il-known Catholie

of several nuns who sot

in Italy iu
ith century. |
16 e
15 |
v |
wriis {

wctually prix

In the pict

e:quely

vn of La Grange, 1.,

sixteen Caicago, stands
Nazareth Acacemy, ec¢onducted by
tke Sisters of St. Joseph. A couple

of years s desiring to have a little
periodical for the usa of the young lady
seriors, in which they might become
accustomed to journalistic work, the
Reverend Mother of the convent
founded the Nazirsth Chimes. For a
year it was pricted outside the convent
walls, and barely paid expenses.

Then a priest-iriend who knew some-
thing about the pricting business, sug-
gested that the convent ought to buy
ite own type and press, and print its
magazine at home. It did so, hiring a
compositor at first to set type, making
up the pages and operate the press.
Little by little, while he worked, two
Sisters learned the mystery of hand-set
composition, They became adepts in
setting type. Next they learned how
to make up forms and mansge the prese.
Now the entire forty eight page period
ical is wholly the product of theconveit
and the academy. Two Sisters eall on
business men and secure advertisements,
the senior pupils write artic
up of fietion, poetry, history, jests and
school gossip—the two Sisters first
mentioned set the type aud make up
the forws and put the periodical on the
press, which latter is 85 8 1all thatonly
two pages cian b2 printed at a time.
Other Sisters stitch and bind the pub-
lieation when the edition is finally out.
Incidentally, it should be mentioned
that Sisters and pupils have worked up
a subscription list of more than one
thousand five hundred subscribers, and
that the little magazine is well liked.

It is often asserted by poorly infor-
formed persons that Catholic women are
backward, but whai does this show ?
Is there any other women's school or
college in the country where women
writeall thearticles, set up all the type,
print all the coples of a monthly publica-
tion and mauvage all the business details
counected vith the same? Although pro
duced in a convent, The Nazareth
Chimes in as daintily presented as is
it came from the ofliceof the Harpers or
The Century, and many of its articies
have a gecuine value. Thus it appears
that if the sixteenth century nun led all
the women of her day, the twentieth
century nun is managing to keep in the
forefront here in advanced Americx.
—Syracuse Sun.
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Episcopalians and the Mother of God.

In one of the principal churches of
the Protestant Kpiscopalian body in
Ohicago the Pope’s prayers after Mass
are daily said, as well as the ‘! Salve
Regina '’ and the ‘‘ Memorare. b

One of the best known P. K. eclergy-
men of Fond du Lac, Wis,, has set
himself the landable task of placing a
statue of the Blessed Virgin in as many
of the churches in his diocese as have
not already been provided with one.
He was lately the guest of one of the
Eplscopalian clergymen of Chicago,

8 —made

is to he brought to a full knowledga of

Catholic truth it will be under God
through devo'ion to the Blessed Vir-
gin, the Ymmacolate Mother of our
Lord,—True Voice.

WORRIED MOTHERS,

Mueh of the hich every mother
of young wdergoes would 1
epared if the mother kepti Baby's (
Tablets on hand, and gave an ozcasior
al dose when the ild was fretful,
irosy or feverish. Nea ’:,- all the ai
ments o hild i | 1} ) A i

| the stomach els or teething, For |
these medi i ‘an I i
Baby's Own Ta 8, 1 the 1
his the guarantee of a g ernme |
analyst that this medicine { y l
Mrs, K - |
Ont. 82 v
aro a 1 y ’
wa The: be 1 | 1 :
in the homes where they used,’”’ | »
Sold by all medicive doaler by mail t
At 25 cents a box by wr De. |
Williams  Medi ) rille, |

Ont. |

j it the X';.“u,

when the writer had the pleasure of
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taken largely from “The Roman
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"H®t. Anthony of Padua,” (illustrated —eighh
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Padus).

“Qaved by an Inepiration 7 (illvstrated),

“ The Lifting of the Cloud,” by Mra, Franela
Chadwiclk,

“The Infant Mary,” a brief scrount of the
devotion to the Infant Mary (illnstrated) »
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