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througli the soniitonc scale, with scarcely an error. * * ^

Althuugh they have been heard to shout quite loud, yet

they (taimot endure a noise. When thi' di'inn beat, or a

gun Avas lircd, they iii\ariably stojiped the'ir ears. They

always s[ieak to each othei" iu a whisper. '^Pheii" e.'iutious

inauiK'i' and iiiovenieiits prove tlieiii to be a timid I'aee.

'J'ln' men ai'e exceedingly jealous of their women, and

Avill not allow any ouc, iC they can help it, to enter their

huts, partieidarly boys."

AVli(>n, after some hesitation, admittance was g;iined to

the huts on shore: "The men creeping in fn-st, squatted

themselves directly in fi'ont of the women, all holding out

the small })iece of seal-skin, to allow the heat to I'each tlunr

bodies. I'lie Avomen were squatted three deep behind the

men, the oldest in front, nestling the infants." ^[ost writers

speak of the condition of the Kucgian women, particularly

of this race of Pecherais, as being subjected to the most

severe and toilsome drudgery. "In a word," says one,

"the Pecherais women are, perhaps, of all the savage

women of America, those Avhose lot is the hardest." '^Jdios(^,

however, seen at Orange Harbor had small and well-sha])ed

hands and feet, "and. from appearance, they are not accus-

tomed to do any hard work."

Some vague superstitious belief in dreams, omens, Sec,

Avith the idea of an evil sj^irit in the embodiment of "a

great black man, snpjiosed to be alway.s wandering about

the woods and mountains, who is certain of knowing

every word and every action, who cannot be escaped, and

who influences the Aveather according to men's conduct,"

is all that is ol)scrvable of religious conceptions on the

part of the natives. They have, connected Avith each

tribe or casual groupe, a man Avhom their fancy invests

with the })ower of sorcerer and physician; occuj)ying

precisely the same position Avith that of the "poAVOws" of

North. America.
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