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these Quebec offices abroad really are, when we are represented
by the likes of Mr. Doyon, the former chairman of the Soci€té
Saint-Jean-Baptiste of Montreal.

With respect to education in Germany for example, one must
remember that nothing prevented Quebec from training semi—
skilled manpower because, as we know, education is a provin-
cial jurisdiction. Quebec has had control over education matters
for much more than 30 years; it has had it for 125 years.

So, nothing is preventing Quebec from setting up a real
vocational training program that meets the needs of the people
of Quebec and the challenges of the next century.

o (1525)

I would be curious to hear what the hon. member opposite has
to say on these three subjects: first, the fact that the federal
government has always participated and that many businesses in
Quebec have benefited from its participation; second, the fact
that I challenge the qualifications of the Quebec delegate
general in Tokyo and, third, whether or not he recognizes that
Quebec was never prevented from conducting its own in-house
vocational training program.

Mr. Leblanc (Longueuil): Mr. Speaker, when the hon. mem-
ber talks about the subsidies received by Quebec businesses, I
agree with him. However, he forgot to mention something I
pointed out in my speech earlier, namely that the money
received by Quebecers is the money they sent to Ottawa pre-
viously. It is not a gift from the federal government; that is the
problem.

Federalists are always trying to make Quebecers believe that
Quebec could not survive without the federal government. In
fact, the money given to Quebec, whether it is the New Horizons
Program for seniors, the old age pension or business subsidies,
comes from Quebecers. Let us stop pretending that this money
comes from the federal government, when it comes from the
pockets of Quebec taxpayers. God knows how much we pay in
taxes! God also knows how much is wasted because, while this
money goes from Quebec to Ottawa and back to Quebec,
perhaps 25, 30 or 40 per cent is lost through waste, inconsisten-
cy, etc. That is the first answer.

As for representatives abroad, I can say that the Government
of Quebec is doing an excellent job. Four or five representatives
in New York, Boston, Tokyo or elsewhere have already been
replaced as it is quite normal for a government to be represented
by people who share its vision and its business policy. Would the
Liberal Party of Canada not replace its representatives if they
did not share its vision? The Parti Quebecois is moving quickly
and doing a very good job, and I do not see anything wrong with
that.

As for the former President of Montreal’s Saint-Jean—-Bap-
tiste Society, I know him personally. I can tell you that he is an

exceptionally intelligent man. His vision is much wider than
that just outlined by the hon. member for Gaspé, much wider
than the hon. member thinks. If he has such a narrow view of
people, I think that he has no place in this House. He shows
flagrant disrespect for this person who devoted himself body
and soul to protecting the French language in Quebec. He may
not think French is important in Quebec but it is very important
to us; we have great respect for this language and I think he
should, too.

As far as training is concerned, there is no doubt that Quebec
is responsible for training, but the federal government stubborn-
ly continues to spend billions of dollars on manpower training.
There will be a $2 billion UI surplus. Of course, the federal
government will want to keep this money and then spend it in
Quebec so that it can boast that it is doing Quebecers a favour.
We know that this money is being spent in a disorderly fashion.
It is spent with an efficiency rate of about 25 per cent. I am not
saying that it is completely wasted, but spending on manpower
training is about 25 per cent effective.

Very little really adequate training is going on for the money
that is spent. The amounts are huge! Imagine if the federal
government left this $2 billion with Quebecers or gave it to the
Quebec Department of Education to create proper programs that
are more focused on businesses that need better adjusted train-
ing. No, that is not what happens. Seventy—five per cent is
wasted.

On Monday, I was in my Longueuil riding office and three
people with manpower training problems were there to say that
they were finishing high school and their aid was being cut.
They were told that they were not entitled to assistance anymore
and it was over.

 (1530)

That is crazy. I prefer not to talk about it. I am tired of it,
because every week we have problems with this system. For a
long time, Quebec has demanded control of manpower training.
It is essential and Quebecers are unanimously for it. Everyone in
Quebec—business people, labour, the Department of Education,
the former Liberal government, the Parti Quebecois, the present
government—demands it. The Bélanger—-Campeau Commission
also called for it, but the federal government is stubborn and
nothing can be done about it.

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Okanagan Centre
will have the floor next. I might indicate to colleagues that after
the member speaks, we will go to 10-minute speeches because
we will have debated the matter for five hours.

However the hon. member for Okanagan Centre has the full
20 minutes.




