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eupenceweneeseree 
leaked like almost anything 0255bt a 
cornfield. However, there was a few 
nubbins here and there, and so we 
turned the hogs into the bottoms and 
left them to rustle for themselves, 
they took everything that the hoppers 
let:.

"In spite of that, the poor beasts 
would have starved to death if it had­
n't been for the quitters, . the ‘back 
Easters; two of them saved the day 
for us.

"Steve Bogardus quit early in Sep­
tember, and went back to Ohio. As 
I was going by his dugout a month 
later, I noticed some potato tops that 
looked pretty good; and a little diggin 
showed that the hills had a tot of 
small potatoes in them. By that time 
the hogs in the cornfield had knawed 
the stalks down to the ground, so 
Henry M. and I drove them across to 
the potatoes. You ought to nave seen 
those razorbacks root. They turned 
over every inch of ground, and I don't 
think that a single potato escaped 
them

"That piece of luck carried them in- 
to November then another famine ar­
rived. Henry M. had some coal out 
croppings back at the second bluffs, 
and had arranged to trade a tew car- 
loads of it for some Iowa corn; but 
the corn hadn't been shipped yet, and 
it seemed probable that the hogs 
would starve before it came. Then 
we heard that Moses Belaceslee, who 
lived six miles upstream from our
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the Hog did it with its hoof. He was 
lucky enough to get the story believed 
and it has come right down the ages, 
ever since, with so many people re­
peating it that those who had found 
out better couldn’t get a word in edge- 
wise.’

“No one's keeping you from tolring 
right now, Lish,” Joel Ransom said 
“Bring on your proofs we're all lis- 

yards." tening."
No one appeared especially interest- "Well, said Hopker, "I had proof 

ed but Lish Hooker looked across at enough back in the seventies when J 
jim and smiled. “Did you ever see a was about Jim’s age here. You remem- 
hog cut its throat that way, Kimmie?” ber old man Peascott,—Henry M. Peas 
he asked mildly, cott,—don't you, Joel?"

"Why, I don’t know's I ever did,’ "Yes. A tall man, with side wals- 
the lad admitted, “but everyone says kes—kind of a speculator."

Isqussling, and fighting to get into the 

Fikany the water r82eled the beat 
and the outer dues began to go down 
stream; one and two at a time, and 
after a while in larger groups. When 
the water got to the top of the stone 
work, all had gone. I tore off a strip 

I of board, lay on it, and drifted aways.
"I went down that river valley as 

it I had a steam engine on board.
I "I could not steer my clumsy craft 
but there was a clear current, and 

I wen pretty nearly straight. After 
a little while I tried to edge toward 

[the shore, not because tehre was any 
place where I could land there, bul 

I because I hoped to strike the road at 
Murphy’s bend. That was the only 
break in the bluffs till I came to the 

next ford at Peascott ranch.
| “Pretty soon I saw the line of hogs 

ahead of me in the river. They were 
strung along for a half mile, going like 

side-wheelers, and they plainly had 
the same idea as I had, for they too, 
|were headed for the bend. I supopsed 

they could see that longue of low 
land that ran off the bluffs, and knew 
enough to aim for it. And they could 
handle themselves better than I 
could, for the slab was not very easy 
to manage; already they went farther 
inshore than I could get.

I "I did my best, but I was swept by 
the point that forms the bend. Four 

-I hogs that were crowded off were a- 
head of me; ail the others were run- 
N ning up the road toward the top of 
the bluff.

“I didn't have much hope of landing 
Iat our ranch, where the bluffs are 
straight; but Mrs. Peascott saw me 
III coming and threw me a rope, and I 
Igot safe ashore.
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(By Roe L. Hendrick)

“You can swim cattle or horses out 
if they get caught by high water," 
said Jim to the men at the Hooker 
ranch, “but don’t try it with hogs. A 
hog will cut its throat with his mots 
if he has to swim more than a hundred

I fit. . 
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they do.
"Did you ever see anyone who ever 

saw the thing happen?"
"Gene Crane was telling about it 

last summer, but Id on’t know’s he 
said he ever saw it himself.’

«"That throat-cutting story is what 
the teacher over at the Corners would 
call a myth” Lish declared. “Some 
hag, away back before the dawn of 
history, ran on something sharp while 
swimming, cuting its neck. Maybe the

“That's the man. When J came here 
from Pennsylvania, I went to work 
for Peacott by the month. That was 
the last year” the grasshoppers came 
and they ate up everything in our 
county, Henry M. was luckier than 
many of his neighbors for he didn’t 
depend on farming altogether for his 
living, but he was hard hit, just the 
same we got to the end of the year, he 
didn't have a cent to pay the balance
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due on my wages. He was gritty, and 
hired me agin—told me that if I’dhog-herd was to blame, and in order 

to square himself, told the boss that stay by him through the lean years, I 
------ should have all there was coming to

me in a lump when the fat years 
came. He kept his word, .too.'’

“A boy gets nervous, though, he has­
n't something to look at that stands

0 for money, even if he can't handle place abandoned his claim and started 
"back to Missouri; Henry M. sent methe coin himself. Henry M. under-

Chocolatesthere to see if Mose nad left anything 
that a hog could eat..

"Blackeslee’s bottom lands proved a 
gold mine to us. He had planted 80 
acres of corn, between the bluffs and 
the timber strip along the river, and 
for some reason, probably because 
the trees had helped to save it, the 
corn was the best I ever saw any 
where in the country that year. Of

stood boys; so he gave me a bill of 
sale for 14 hogs—any that I should 
pick out of the 63 on the ranch and 
after that, he called me. his partner 
in the hog business. Hogs in that lean 
year didn't mean very much, for they 
were just as lean as anything else 
and in that condition couldn't be giv 
en away, much less sold. In fact, it 
was doubtful whether we could keep 
63 alive."

"We had planted a full quarter sec­
tion of corn, and it looked nice before 
the grasshoppers came. After that it
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“Are those «11 the hogs that are 
left" she asked, pointing to the tour 
I expected the worst when Jerry came 
home without you.”

"No," I said, “all the rest are back 
at Murphy’s Bend safe and sound. If 
there was a boat here, I'd go after 
those tour.

“It was safe to talk like that, be­
cause I knew there wasn't any boat 
there; but Mrs. Peascott took me ser. 
lously’.

"If there was a hundred boats you 
shouldn't go" she said. “We can 
stand the loss of Murphys. You get 
some dry clothes on, and we'll go up 
to the bend after the rest, 

"We found them all right, and got 
them home by dark. And two days 
later we actually recovered one of 
the lost four—found it six miles 

from Henry. It's raining like sixty up one down. The Otherheanted 
there where he is—a regular cloud were drowned • Pose
burst. He says the river will be all "Mind this, Jimmie Lane: those hog 
over the bottoms do an here before “Mind this, Jimmie Lane; those 
night, and tor you to get those hogs hogs swam least three miles up on the bluffs just as quick eg you not one of them cut his throat not 

You know how the Salinelz— kind one and Clio . "“ ““- of dusty most of the time, but & mile but that must have been made by a 
wide every few years just to even up. rock or A pig is like most
I was new to the country then, and other animais, it will swim and swim 
had never seen the old creek on a well if it has 
rampage. I glanced over at the little "You lost all your free corn. 
stretch of shallows andcoudn't see suppose.” said Joel Ransomed corn,1 
any reason for getting excited. "Yes." Lish replied shut n
“Just wait till I get this car loaded, ready carried us through the winter, 
Mrs. Peascott,' I said, that shovel and by that time we had the Iowa No she shouted, drop that shovel corn in the barn. The loss did not 
and then stop at the house for a pall hit us very hard. We sold sixty hogs 
of lunch I've put for you, and get on in April and I got the balance due lots- 

“I wasn't at all excited yet, but no 1e inroais. 
one ever talked back to Mrs. Peas- 
cott, not even Henry M.., so I obeyed 
her orders.
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course there weren't any prime ears, 
but there were ten bushels of nubbins 
to the acre. Mose Blakeslee couldn't 
have had much backbone. Why, some 
of the pluckier people who stayed did­
n't have anything left except the bae 
earth, and they got comfortably well 
off afterward.

"I was afraid that someone else 
would find that good corn, and so I 
went home on the run; and that night 
Henry M. and I drove the hogs up and 
turned them in.

“They got in pretty good condition 
in less than a month. We figured that, 
with two weeks of pen feeding on 
Iowa corn and slops, we could ship 
them to Kansas City in March as fat 
hogs.•

"I looked after them, but it wasn’t 
necessary for me to go up there more 
than once or twice a week. They 
coudn't have been driven out of that 
cornfield into the desert that suround- 
ed it; and I opened up Blacslee’s sod 
stable, in order to make shelter for 
them. They wintered all right, for it 
was a mild season.

“Late in February, Peascott went 
up the river to the state line, to sell 
some coal in the villages outside the 
grasshopper belt. We could have sold 
round home all we could dig, but 
would have had to take promissory 
notes for it that no one would cash. 
Henry M. wanted some real money 
to carry us through to the spring.

"We had a little spur track on our 
places, and I was loading a couple of 
“jimmies," to be ready to make ship­
ments in case of orders, when Mrs. 
Peascott came over the rise from the 
house, waving a piece of yellow 
paper.

“Go right up and get those cattle 
off the bottoms over at Blakeslee’s 
Lish” she called to me, “There is go­
ing to be a flood.’

“A what?" I said.
"A flood! I've just had a telegram
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"As I wag loping along past Mur-, 
py’a bend, I saw for the first time, 
that the river had risen to the top of 
its banks. It had come up six feet or 
more in the last half hour. That open­
ed my eyes, and I made Jerry hustle!1 
the last three miles.

“The only way of getting down the 
Blakeslee bottoms was by a road that 
Mose had cut diagonally, down the I 
face of the bluff. When I got to the 
foot of the slope, Jerry splashed 
through a stream of water a foot deep. 
The rest of the bottom was already 
an island, with the buildings the high-I 
est part.

“It didn't seem to me that the river
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PHONE 169
just as soon as I could. Except in 
the oldest spells, I had usualy found 
them working through the corn; but 
now they were too worried to eat. Al­
though it was only the middle of the 
afternoon, every one of them had

1H. V. RYANpurchane. K
Middleton. N. 8.Main St. East,

198 When you send us a crowded into the old stable.
job you can rest assured that “It’s funny, isn't it, how dumb 

beasts will be aware of a natural dan-E. R. GOUCHER 7it will be executed by printers, 
not a collection of various 
other tradesmen who are just 
learning the fine art of print-

ger, and try to escape fro mit, long 
before a man notices anything wrong. 
Thee hogs, of course, used poor judg­
ment in crowding Into the stable In­
stead of getting up on the bluffs, but 
they picked up the higest place on the 
bottoms. The only trouble was that it 
wasn't nearly high enough.

“They wouldn’t come out at my call, 
so I slipped off the horse, and ran In­
side to punch them up. I had no soon­
er got out of the saddle than old Jerry 
turned end made for the upland as 
fast as he could scamper. I yelled at 
him, but that only made him go fast- 
er; he too, scented danger, and meant 
to get out of the way of it.

“At first the hogs refused to budge 
from the stable. Finally I got a club, 
and drove them out; but I couldn't 
get them off the tow knoll on which 
the building stood. It was easy to see 
why; by this time there was water all 
round It; the flood was a toot or two 
deep over the covered ground.

“That water rose an inch a min- 
ute. Before I could make up my mind 
to follow Jerry, it wae too late; I 
should have to swim, and I was a 
mighty poor swimmer. The current 
made It impossible to cross the river.

"In twenty minutes my feet were 
wet, and I climbed up on Blaktslee’s 
house, which was built of stone, part­
ly of sods, with a pucheo roof. The 
hogs didn't go back into the barn but 
crowded together, close to the house,

BERWICK—Nova Scotia—MIDDLETON

ing. Our staff are all old at 
the game and therefore can 
do the work of printers. Think 
this over before you place oi- 
dsrs in shops where they are 
only printers by “name" and 
not by “experience."
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Cream Wanted

SHIP YOUR CREAM TO 
McKENZIE’S CREAMERY, 
MIDDLETON, N. S. Satis­
faction Guaranteed. iPrice Paid to Patrons for he month of September was 46c per 

pound butter fat Special Gra e a nd 44c First Grade.
WRITE FOR PARTICULARS. E

Little Lucy Dalton and Her Big Grand Daughter

The "Printed" Gift Is Best
%

November is here. It brings to us the ? 
thought of, "what shall we give at Christmas?” 
You want to give something that will be ap­
preciated and yet not too costly. Now. you 
know everybody writes: then let us offer a 
suggestion. Nicely printed stationery (letter­
heads and envelopes), tor your mother, father, 
sister, brotiler, or any friend.

Prices: 100 business letterheads $1.00. 
100 business envelopes $1.00. $2.00 for the set.

100 sheets folded paper and 100 envelopes 
(best quality) $2.00. One box of 24 sheets 
and 24 envelopes only 75c. Any of these make 
ideal gifts. Visiting cards too, are nice, one 
box of gents and one of ladies, the set for only 
$2.25. We do all kinds of printing, and would 
ask you to let us know your requirements.

Always write plainly when sending In an 
order.

Your Satisfaction is our Success.
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LECY DALTES.A t the Old Timers’ Day during the 

A Old Home Week Celebrations at 
North Bay, when that town gradu­
ated to full-fledged cityhood, the 
above model of The Lucy Dalton, the 
first Canadian Pacific engine which 
passed through North Bay, took part 
in the principal procession and fin­
ally posed for her photograph by the 
side of one of her gigantic grand­
daughters, who nowadays perform 
the duties once carried out so labori­
ously by Lucy herself. The model 
was constructed in the Canadian 
Pacific shops in North Bay and 
puffed ber way along the streets of

’»

*
Keeps Babus Shi 
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Dr CHAS "THE OUTLOOK”the new city on her own motive 
power. Thousands of old-time rail­
road men gathered in the Baby City

raising stories told of the days when,. 
half a century ago, the railroad was 
first pushing its way through the MIDDLETON, ., NOVA SCOTIA

of Ontario for the Old Timers’ cele-
brations, and many, were the hair North Bay.

barren wilderness which was then

mix .9.8


