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much, ve uch agsinst them, hind the |
convicted stand atthe bar to hear their
eenter Behold the Judge, instesd of |
yromoutcing death, stretches out His |

hands to the condemned, and in tones of
) Lsrael, return.” |
I'bis is. » ‘wonderfnl chupter to be at |
the end of such & boak. | had never ex- |
pected fiom such & prickly sbrub to |
gather +0 fair a flower, #0 sweet a froit; |
but 80 € is: where sin abounded, grace |
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doth \ sbound. No chapter
ib the Bible can 1o more rich in merey
than Hoies ; and yetpo chap
in t ¢ht in the natural
er of t ¢n more terrible

diment. W h¥re we looked for the
blackiiens of darkness, behold a noontide
of light !

I, Firat tice the eall to'come.

“0), Israel, return unto the Lord thy
God." Uh, that the call mey be mude
etfectus] this 4 It is & very lostrae

all 5 for nner exactly
he has n; that is
reverse your co yirse you
have taken is the opposite of thiat which
you ought t bave taken; therefore
ome back. ) have vone from God
come back to Uad. You have been
egin -1 y You have
yie to the Waord
You have been full of cavils; believé
even ax & little child.  Heverss the en
gine. Take the other tr Return 1"
18 but & singie: word, Lut that word is
full of meaning
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but it must “ And be
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The best direst we ean give 1o
many & sioner s Hove course
of lifé, and let your ourse of
life lead you to olf. How
surely will he need the sboundiog grace
of God for such s wor k s this ! for Virgil's
lines are true
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1 cannot help rominding you that this
imstructive and practical exhortation is
tic call. Possibly some

of you m had to plead with one of
your own chillfen, whio Las been very
willu 1 reateried to do that
which would have been exceedingly inja
rious tohim. You bave said, *Oh, donot

80, my son | Ob; do not so, my daughter!
and you have thrown your soul into your
pleading: Even thus doth (God, with
sacred pathos, with love welling up from
the depth of His heart, plead with every
sinner before and He words the
pleading thus—+u I, return unto
the Lord thy God

I would remind you,a
as it is, it
tutn
Yea, and more

at, pathet

ael, re
prophet !
than the prophet: he
who pleads is the propbet’s God. H
swears by His own life that he willeth not
the death of the sinner, but that he
unto Him and live. 1f it
you migk 1se it with smal
but it is ( 1i: sha® your
call in yain Will you add to all
sin the t back ‘upon
God of lov ery in pity

God grant
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That you are an unbeliever is your own |

fault ; you will not come to Christ that
you might havelife.. The way you follow
15 the way of your own choice, in which
vou follow the imaginations and devices
of your own heart. All the misery of
your present estate is due to yourself
alone.

Your guilt should not ;nake you hesi
tate, for the Lord knowsall about it, and

it. _He sets it before your mind, and
bids you come to Hiu as afallen person.
The Lord Jesus Christ receives sinners
a4 sinners, e does not want them to
change their chiaracter and. then come,
but the 1ing to Him for a change.
| Come s & with your evil babits,
your gui condemnation, your

! God meets us

| fear.

of Joly,*To which of the saints wilt thou
turn 7 My answer would be: Sinner,
turn thou to. the *sinner's -Friend, and
leave the saints nlone. If thou wouldst
be saved, turo not to Peter, nor Jam
nor Jobr 1 to Iim - whom 11
thewse call ter and Lord.” ' © Thke
“with you words, and turn to the Lord.”
Have you been in the habit of turning
to n wan who is called & priest? | pray
{ you, do s no longer ; for thers is now
but one » ning priest, and e is the
Lord le ve you turned to cere
monie you look for rest in saora
men Y ou look that way in vain ; for
they are not the way of salyation. - Turn

iand hus given |

His invitation shows that He does so.
e says, n, for thou hast fallen.!

fall 7 Art thou sitting here and trying
to forget thy ruin? The Lord does not
forget 1t, sud does not wish you to forget

»piritual d and your corruption.
Come just as you are.

111, Now let us see how our  gracious
and provides for us the
help in coming.

The Lord helps our ignorance and our
He gives us direction as to what
d the second verse. “Abl”
r, I donot kngw what to
approaching the Most

to brigg. It
saith the si
take with

High.” The snswer is, “Take with you
words.” Y heart is right; .you are
longing for salvation ; you need not eay,
# Wherewith sball | come before the
Lord, and bow myself ' before the high
God 77 “Take with you words;” you
have plenty of them. - The heart must

, and then nothing more is

asked than “words.” Cheap enough is

this offering. Leaves of the wood are

not so easy to comeat. Th's is simple

enough

ud tben, the Lord helps the coming
ner by a 4frection as to where to turn.

be there fir

‘ake with you words, and turn to the
Lord 4] was wanting to see thé minig
ter,” saith orc. Turp to the Lord ' #I

desire to converse with a man of God."
Turn to the Lord ! We read in the book

rather to t wd we Ho s revealed in
the Lord Jesue. Taheo with you words,
and turn to the Lord Himself, - Against
Hum you huve sin d: o Him make
confession

A further help is this. The Lord helps
o 10 ret by giving  direction
how 1o pray st & gracious God He
in! A great king has

offended by a rebsliious
+ kindness of heart lie wills
Hed He invites the rebel

10 wuo for psrdon. He replies, O, King,
1 would tain (o be forgiven, but how can
I properly approsch - your offended
e ety A anxious to present such

t, but 1 koow
Suppose this

% petition w
not how to draw |
great king were 1 will draw up
the petition what confidence
the supplisnt would féel in presenting
the petition ! Ho brings'to the king his
own word That prayer is best which

10 say

for you,

godliness, your birthright religion? Away
with so' poor a foundation! Are you
trusting in your prayers, your givings to
the poor, your attendance oo sermons.
yohir honesty, your good pature? Set
these on one side, and cry, “Asshiur shall
not eave us” All confidences must go
save Jesus Christ, whomn God bas laid in
Zion for a foundation stone. Oa
must we build, and noue other; for |

But, next, they give up all carnal con. |
fidence of their own; “ neither will we |
ride upon horses.” When we come to |

our moral life, our excellent instincts, or
anything else we must place no trust.
“Some trust i horses, and some in chari-
ots, but we will remember the name of
the Lord our God” It muy be, you have
fine horses of morality and religiousness,
you have many virtues upon which you
think you might fairly depend; give up
these trusts. Putaway every confidence
in yourself, in whatever fashion it ap
pears,

IV. This last word should induce sin-
ners to returp to God, and then we shall |
see the coming by this help.. You that
are great, and good, and full, and in
wardly strong, yoa will not return to
God. You that are nothing, andleas
than nothing, you that are fallen in your
own sight, you that cannot help your
selves, you are likely to come: I pray
that you miay come st once. You see
He helps us by giving us words,
He never helps men to be bypocrites, |
He will also help us to feel the words.
He who gives the words to spesk will
give us grace to speak them sincerely.
Are not these words the true desires of
your hearts 7 On your knees, when you
get home, pour them oat before God. In | .
your pews, while you are here, present |
these petitions in silence.

Let your coming to the Lord now be
decisive and actual. You have meant it |
for years, and yet nothing has been |
done. Some of you have been hearing |
me preach now for a quarter of a cen
tury. Think of that! | met, the other |
day, with one who heard me at New |
Park street, and at last he has come out, |
to oonfess his Lord after more than
thirty years. Slow work this! Better
iate than never. Come, my iriends, are
you going to stick to the mud forever? |
Will you lis outside the wicket gate |
throughout another year? Giod nt |
you may cry now, “Take away all ini

juity ; receive us graciously !”

Ok, that this might be the universal
ory ol all my sudietee at this house !
Oh, that we might all join in one com
mon return unto the Lord!  Let us eall
this day “ The day of the joyous return
“ Come, and let us retarn unto the Lord
for He bath torn, and He will heal us
He hath smitten, and He will bind us
up” Who says, “No?" What? Wil
you choose your own déstruction, and
persevere in the way of sin? I hope
you will all say, “Nay,’ and that the
Holy 8pirit will lead you to earry out
the resolve.

Thie apecial call is to the fallen: “ Ie
turn ; for thou hast fallen.” Come ye |
fallen ones, come and weloome. It s |

the wandering, for to such is the com
mand appropriate which saith “Return.”

in offered in iod's own way, and is of
God'sown prompting,
such a prayer at once !

Here | find two sentences of petition.
The first 18— Take away all iniquity
Dear seekers, | pray you, do not look on

one sin, and say, “ Lord, spare it!" Do
not wish to have one/sin left; but cry
l'ake it away ! Taked it away! Take

away all iniquity. However swoet or fas-
cinsting, or deeply seated, Lord, take
away all iniquity. If | have been given
¢ intoxicating cup, take it away!
ve been the slave of greed, take it
It I have been the subject of pas
pride, or lustfulness, take it
Whatever is my besetting sin,
' The taking

or

AWRY
‘take away all iniquity '
f it away may cost you a right hand or

a right eye; still shrink not, but cry,
I'uke away all iniquity.” Have done
with it all.

he next petition is, .“ Receive us gra
yusly.” Confess that a kind peception
you by God must be of grace alone.
whing but grace can open a door of
turning. Sinners cannot be re
ceived of the Lord on any other terms
but those of mercy. We would not ask
o be deslt with'according to our merits;
but we thank the Lord that He hath not
lealt with us alter our sins, nor reward
ed us according to our iniquitics. As to
our sins, we cannot answer Him one of a
thousand. The Lord must re
graciously or reject us righteously.

he name of grace, and find a welcome
the tender mercy of our God ? O

then, this petition, “Receive us gracious
Iy I am not content merely to talk to
you sbout these gracious words ; | want
every soul here to use them in personal
prayer, ™

@ seritence of promise follows these
two of pi “So will we render the

¢8 our What are the “ calves
5 our lips They are sacrifices of
praise and thanksgiving. Yonder are

alves of the stall which men bring
n sacrifice : they are struck ‘down, and

God does not ask
1 us bullocks which have horns and
H kes no pieasure” in the
34 of calves or of goats He desires
ken heart, i bumble

these liv “ Whoso
od.” Let us
thoughts, our
best testimonials,
st praices ;. these are mot
f our stalls, but “calves of our
Let our gratitude be a living sac
and our conduct a constant testi
I 10.iness of God.

iy die at altar

3 our best
sions, our

e sentences of renuncia.
hur shall not save us; we will
le upon horses, neither will we say
more to the work of our hands, Ye
our gods.” First, the natural, legal
trust, 50 much esteemed nmong men,
must go. Israel used always to fall back
upon Assyria. [f Egypt threatened the
people, or if any other nation oppressed
them, they sent a present to the king of
Assyria to come and deliver them. But
now they cry, “Asshur shall not save
vs.” The popular trust of the world is
in self righteousness in its various forms.
You were going to be saved by your own
repentance, reformation, and future well-
{ doing; but of this you must say, “Asshur
shall not save us.” Are you trusting in
sacraments? Give up so valn a con-
{ fidence. They are not meant to save,

but to instruct those who are saved al-
| ready. Are you trusting your hereditary

May you present.|

ceive us |
Are |
we not glad that sinners can be received |

The call is to the forlorn and destitute
“ o thee the fatheriess findeth mercy.”
You that are fallen, far off, fatherless, |
sud forlorn, come at once to God tn}
Jesus Christ. Come now | Come ! Come! |

See how the Lord meets you! |
Read the fourth verse; | could almost |
kiss the lines as [ zeze on them : “ | will |
heal thy backslidiog ;" come sick one, |
here s sealing for you. 1 will love
them freely : "' come unlovely one, here |
is love for you.

I'hese latter verses speak ns if the
gracious work were done: they describe |
& scene most bright, full of color, and |
rich with pérfume, as a fact accom |
plished. The chapter begins with an
exhortation, but it runs into description, |
as if the people really had come, and |
God had met them and had blessed |
them exceedingly. l.ord, make it so at |
this very moment! Jesus says, * If any |

man thirst, let him come unto Me, and |

Come !

drink.” “The spirit and the bride say,

Come. And let him that heareth say, |
| Come. And let him that is athirst |
come. And whosoever will, let him take |

The Lord |

of the water of life freely.”
His |

gather you all into the arms of
grace, for His Son’s sake ! Amen.

| Sowing and Reaping.

Two young women many years ago
were working together in a cotton fac.”
tory in, New England. * As earnest |
Chiristians they felt deeply concerned
| for the salvation of the heathen. The |
| younger was willing to consecrate her
| life to mission work; but, with her
| slender means, saw no prospect of ob
| taining an education which would qualify
| ier for such a Lfe. Her companion
felt equal interest in foreign missions,
| bug realized that ehe was not endowed
for such résposible work. 1f she could |
| not go, she could aid in preparing her |

| young friehd for the mission field. ~She
TeservedhThom her earnings barely suffi
| ¢ient for d and clothing, often exer

ing the severest eelfdenial, and de
voted all the rest to the education of
her companion. She lived long enough

|to complete ber task. Her friend,
equipped ‘for her mission, was ‘ready
with her husband to sail for Siam, and

then the young cottonspinner was laid
in her grave. “She had done what she
could.” Fgr fifteen years her friend
shared her hugband's toil in Siam and
China. She helped him to give the New |
Testament to millions in their own
tongue. She rejoiced with him ae she
saw the shoaves gathered .from the bar
vest field. When they rested in their |
graves, their son took up the mantle,
and is now in the mission field, gathering
the ripening grain. |
| 4 He that soweth and he that reapeth
| may rejoice together.” One must go |
| and preach the Gospel to the nations ; |
| another must send out and sustain the
messenger. Both, in the great day of |
the harvest, shall receive their reward.
That simple-hearted cottonspinnér will
share the joy of her sister who gathered
in the sheaves.

You cannot go, but you cam send.
Men and women are saying, “Here am
I ; send me.” Will you send, and share
with the reaper the joy of the, harvest?
—Miss. Reporter.

- R -

— Whether I shall be unfortunate de-
pends also on others ; whether I shall be
unbappy depends oniy on myself.—Jfvan

“anin.

pating object |
Hin | Orange orchird
hotel window.

be doing its
be ire

[er
bat as L1y,

solemu charge :  Herein is My Father |
gloritied that ye bear much fruit,”

| lege halls
| Bunyan, ll.n-rnm,u of nllegorists, Wosley,

| of all his methods

| affections.

Christ’s Fruft-Trees, |

BY REY. THEODORRE L. CUYLER, D. D,

During & recent visit to the “ Indian

River” region of Florida, the most fasci

saw was an immense
in full’ view from my

I fensted my eyes on the |

“ v " | goodly sight before 1 went out to pick
S auML ROt shve Un | the golden Truit. Every tree teemed to

very best” as a bountitul
; on some trees were two thousaud

3 luscious oranges! What a beautiful

God we must quit all trust in ourselves |

i o o b i pragers, | picture that orchard _presented of a |
t4 4 ? ' | great, healthy, growing, and fruitful

church of Christ under the blessed show- | 1 ingtant, but he must grow by the
ers of the Ioly Spirit!
compared the child of God toa palm. | branch that can hold up a half bushel of
tree for besuty, to a cedar for solidity, |
and to an olive tree for fruitfalness ; but |

| fancied that if he had ever seen one of

All that bountiful grove |

for the native wild tree |

Those |

Jesus called them to disciplesnip, and |
alted them with a new life from Him |
Before He left them He gavo this |

(ireat atress is laid here on the word

What would be much with one Chris- |
tian would be very little with another.

I'he single hour which the overworked

| seamestre:s snatohes fromjher hard labor to | are confessors of Christ.
devote to her prayer meeting,or a Sunday
school class, is more than whole days de-
| voted to philanthropy by some moneyed | of it, that no battle was ever won by

man of leisure. Her hard-earned dollar |
—givon at the cost of a scanty supper or
v fireless room-really outshines the
tnousands which the millionaire flings
into & treasury of charity from his enor.
mous heap. The thorough teaching of |
& missionechool olass by some bumble

mechanic is & full mateh in God's sight

with the delivery of one of those glorious

sermons with which Spurgeon makes

the walls of his tabernacle ring. It costs

juite ne much labor for the one to teach

tive rough boys as for the other to teach

five thousand men and women.

Much fruit” wesns simply the giv
ing to Christ the best wo havegol: [Lis
the luding of every bough on life's tree

be that a gant or & dwarl. He who,
in the humbles sphere, walks socording

to the Bible rule, employs his time, con
trols his words, directs choices, snd
regul stes his conduct 50 as to glonfy his
aviour, aud make bis religion legible
all around him

bountiful fruit bearer
* Daughter " of the lsle of
dairyman " in thy lonely
kchamber thou didst yleld ripe clus
ters of grace that have rr!zuhml many &
dweller in lordly mansions, and in col
She “did what she oodld

his

and |
wan is A

1ninous to wuch
weit, gontle
Wight's poor * ]

be prinoce of churoh™~Grganisers, Judson,
the prince of modern missionaries, shook
down their fruits over Christendom ;* yet
they won no bigher honor than thet
One of these magnificent bearers, who
“ylelded his fruit every month,” has
Iately been transplanted to a higher
chime, amid the loving lamentations of
God's people of every name. [ did pot
agree with my beloved brother, Howard
Croaby, in all his utterances, or approve
but, oh, how widely
did he spread his branches, how bravely
be withstood the gales, and how bounte
ously did he yield the ¢fruits of the
Spirit ' amid the arid atmosphere of our
city streets !

Sush Christisns as these are well
rooted; like those prolific orangetrecs
that struck dewn deep through the sur
face sands, and found their moisture
and nutrition in the rich undersoil. No
part of a tree is 4o invisible, and none is
80 important as its roots. The condition
of a tree continually reports where its
roots are and what they are about. A
draught below ground means® deadness
above ground. The roots of our relig
ious life are secret motives and ruling
We are shocked to discover
that some churchmembers are so lax in

their devotions, and so loose in their

practices, and eo barren in their lives
The reason is that while their branches
may hang over on the church-side of the
wall, their roots run under the wall, and
are in the bad soil'of ¢ the world " on the
other side. ©Outwardly, there is a Chris
tian profession ; inwardly, there is no
fresh, full heart-union to Jesus; for He
bath declared that “except ye abide in
Me ye can bear no fruit.” Some profess
ing Christians root down into covetous
ness. There is no use in shaking their

| branches with the vain hope of filling &

basket of benevolence. Others are dry
in soil, never moistened or fertilized by
prayer. Others root down into secret
sensualities and fleshly indulgences.
David's temptation came through his
eyes; but David's gross sin came
from his impure heart. Thereforeit was
that he cried out in penitent agony, “0,
(God, create in me a clean hoart!”  The
reason why so many spparently “re
formed " men and women go back to
their cups, or their sensualities, is that
their roots were never transplanted into
union with Christ; they were never re
newed in the inner man by the Divine
Spirit.

A genuine fruit-bearer draws his in
spirations of conduct from his deep
down heart loyalty to Jesus Christ.
These are the motives which subdue
selfishness ; these the holy affections
which hold him as stout roots hold the
tree alike from the severities of wintry
gales or the parching droughts of sum-
mer. Grand old Paul seems never to
have had a barren branch: he was al
ways abounding in the work of the Lord.

| A drought never affects a wellrooted

Christian, whose soul is in cogstant con-
nection with the fount-héad of all
spiritual power. Some chirch members
are never flourishing except during the
heavy raios of a revival season. All the
rest of the time they show dingy, cob-
webbed branches, and rather puny and
knotty fruit. If pastors get sick of such

eriodical professors, how weary the

aster must be with them! But the
joy of every minister is that glossy-
leafed Christian, who, when the com-
munity is spiritually dry as Florida
sands, keeps his heart fresh, his prayers
fervent, his purse open, and his daily

| year is & boaring year.

{ up a godly character by a mere religion

The Psalmist.gyear.

A 5 | ing process that makes that little limb
the golden groves of Florida he might | |ike g steel wire.
have said, “the righteous sball florish | ho)y beliover's life. Every honest prager
like the orange-tree ; he shall bring forth | that is breathed, every cross that i car-
fruit in old age ; he shall be -full of sap | ried, every trial
and green,”

was grafted
| furnishes nothing that is edible or fit for |
the matket. So on the natural stock of | helpg to mske the Christian character
the depiaved human heart, the convert |
ing spirit of God sets in the graft of |
grace, and imparts & new nature.
eleven Jewish tishermen and publicans
were wild and worthless enough until

s la 1 | merely a name, but a life ?
“.gmuch ;" but it is a comparative word. |

{ under a bushel.

| 1ound us should know whose we are and

up |

MHESSENGER AND VISITOR.

life as besutiful as an orange tres, Every
The ground
under his laden boughs always has some
thing sweet for our baskets.

Living to Christ in small thiogs and
living for Christ every day is the secret
of large fruitfulness. A peach-tree, or
an orange, doos not leap into a bounty of
fruit by one spasmodio effort : an orchard
does not ripen under a single day’s sun
shine, Every rain-drop, every sunbeam,
every ioch of subsoil does its part. A
fruitful Christian is a growth. To finish

of Sundays and sermons and sacraments
and revivals and special seasons is im
possible. A man may be converted in

e tough fibre of the slender

oringes is very different from a little
willow switeh ; it is the steady compact

Such is a healthy and

that is well endured,
every good work for our fellow men lov-
ingly done, every litle act tbat is con-
scientiously performed for Christ's glory,

beautiful, and to load its broad boughs
with “apples of gold ” for God’s * baskets
of siver.”— Ezaminer.

e

Proofs of Christian Discipleship,

What proof can we give that our life
is hid with Christ in God? How can we
best show that our Christianity is not

1. By confessing Christ before the
world. As we prolgss, 80 must we act.
It is no task to profess Christ before
men. Not all professors of Christianity
Not all dare to
own the Master in the midst of a faith-
less and urbelieving age. But be sure

biding our colors or placing our light
In these days, when
sin stalks in the streets and meets us st
every corner, it is imperative that all

whom we serve. He who bravely glories
in the Cross, and openly confesses his
faith to be the faith of all ages, who
proves his words by his deeds, etc.—is
giving a real proof that he s living for
aod in Christ,

2, To mssume the

attitude of Christ to
wards the world. [t is easy enough to
way that-we are Christinns, but not so
easy to put ou the meek, humble, forgiv
ing Christ. The meekness of Christianity |
is now, as ever, u stumbling block. The |
world still hesitates to forgive, elo, A |
msn, therefore, who shows himself |
vigorous in restraining his carnal self,
who batties biravely with the. rising tide
of carnal wpulses, who is ready W0 re

turn good for y proves that
Christ s living sud speaking o him

Such » will have unbounded in

fluence for grod, His meekness, charity,

sympaehy, y will that he has
wnkon Christ for his model.  He will be

an apostle for Christ, and Christ will live
and apeak in him 0 all wound. New

agasine

evil, oto
man

prove

bury House
-

In the sight of God, grostness does
not depend on the exteut of our sphers,
or on the effect produced, but on the
power of virtus in the soul,.in the energy
with which God's will is performed, the
spirit in whiok trials are borme, and the |
earnestness with which goodness is loved |
and pursued.— W Chunning

Be not snxious sbout 1o morrow
Do today's only; fight today's temp
tation ; and do not weaken snd distract
yourself by looking forward to things
you cannot see, and could not under
stand if you saw them. Enough for you
that God is just and mercifal, and will
reward every man according to his work

Charles Kingsley,

The soul in its highest senso is a |
capacity for God. It is like = |
curious chamber added on to being, a
chamber with elastic and contractile |
walls which can be expanded, with God |
as its guest, illimitably ; but which, with
out God, shrinks and shrivels until every
vestige of the divine is gone, and God's
image is left without God's Spirit,
Nagure has her revenge upon neglect as
well as upon eoxtravagance. Misuse |
with her is a8 mortal a sin as abuse.— |
| Henry Drummond.

— 0, He is a sweet Master ! Onesmile
| from Jesus sustains my soul amid all the
| storms and frowns of this world. Pray
| to know Jesus better. Have no other
| righteousness, no other strength, but
| only Jesus. O, for fullness out of Him !

Why do we not take all out of Jesus?

Keep looking, then, to Jesus, dear soul,
| and you will have the peace that passeth

all understanding. Cleave you to Jesus,

be joined to Him by faith, and you shall

be one spirit; you ehall be made warm

and vigorous and full of activity in God’s
| service.— M Cheyne.

— As the soul must be clean from sin,
80 it must be clear ana free from dis-
tractions. - The intent of our devotion is
to welcome God to our hearts. Now
where shall we entertain IHim, if the
rooms be full, thronged with cares and
turbulent passions? The Spirit of (od
will not endure to be crowded up to-
gether with the world in our strait lodg.
ings ; a holy vacuity must make way for |
Him 1n our bosoms. The divine pattern |
of devotion, in whom the Godhead dwelt |
bodily, retires into the mount to pray ;
He that carried heaven with Him would
even thus leave the world below Him.
Alas ! how can we hope to mount up to
heaven in our thoughts if we have the
clogs of earthly eares hanging st our
beels '— Biskop Hall.

— Our only possibility of bearing any
fruit worthy of our natures and of God’s
purpose concerning us, is by vital union

‘ with Jesus Christ. If we have not that,
| there may be plenty of activity and
| thountains of work in our lives, but there
| will be no fruit. Only that is fruit which
pleases God and is conformed to His pur-
pose concerning us, and all the rest of
your busy doings is no more the fruit a
{ man should bear than cankers are roses,
| or than oak-galls are acorns. They are
| but the work of acreeping grub and dis-
{ eased excrescences that suck into them-
i selves the juices that should swell the
fruit. Open your hearts to Christ and
| let His lite and spirit come into you, and
then you will *“ have your fruit unto holi-
ness, and the end, everlasting life,"—Dr.
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