
'M THE GERMANS

and, when \vc touched at the Fan)e Isles on the voyage

home, we were told that news had just l)een received that

Germany had declared war on Great Britain. You

may imagine what an uncomfortable three dayn we had

till we got into Leith, and learned that the danger had

been spirited away, and the contest deferred for three

precious years, by the skill and patience of our present

Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey. And what Europe

owed then to his skill is as nothing compared to what

it owes to his firmness, his loyalty, to-day. I think his

name will go do\vn to history linked with that of Queen

Elizabeth, who for twenty years by her patient diplomacy

averted the danger from Spahi, till her sailors were

strong enough to encounter the Spanish Armada, and

.with that of Lord Castlereagh, who had to face the

incredibly difficult task of makuig, and then keephig

together, the union of the jealous monarehs of Austria,

l*russia, and Russia from 1812 till the final overthrow of

Napoleon three years later.

In the second part of this paper I shall hope to show

in rather more detail what the real aims of the rulers

of Germany, when they began this war, actually were.
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