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Miinlcrai Ciiliitt Cooke was lioni in l.S'J.'i.

At ail furly a(l<- \w went to a loi al itamc's school wlicic he reiiiaiiied until

\sM. lYoiii there he went to Ilfonl to continue his education iiimIit

an uncle, flic Hev. James Culiitt, a Maptist iniiiister. who. Iicinn li-ariieil

in classics and niatlicniatics. afterwards liecanie a tutor at the faniou-

Spurijcon's I'ollcRe.

In 1H38 yoiiiiK Cooke lettinicd to Honiinu taking with him from hi>

leanicd uncle a useful knowlfdne of ancient laiiKuanes. al(jel.ra, and .•!

love for oliscrvations and .-tiidy of art and science. We then tind him at-

tending a local scIkhiI at N'cateshcad.

in 18)0 he was * need through circumstaiires to interest himself in tin

trade of a wholesale draper, to whom he was apprenticed, luit this occu-

pation proved heartily dist.astefiil to a youji^ fellow of his natural inclina-

tions. In IHt.') he attain went hack to l-onilon. Vounn Cooke was :i

romantic youth in character like certain heroes portrayed l)y lliscn

mavhap likesl of all to I'eer ( iynt impressionalile. lovintj freedom and

yeaniini; for knowled(ie.

At the ane of twenty-one he pulilished a volume of verse (I am told oi

no particular merit' entitled Tin Slnujijlt »( Findtmi ami nlhir I'min-

He interested liiiiiself ureatly in poetry and literature neiierally ami

we tind him lecluiini; and writinn thereon: at thai t'ime. no doul't. am;

mentintr liy these means the meagre income \\ liich he eaiiied in his capacii \

of copyitiji clerk in a solicitor's ollice.

The next few years the yoimti; iii.-in spent in the >earcli for some iiior.

coniieiii.il .•iiid permanent occupation. He made himself ac(niainteil wiil-

the system of ediii-ation of I'estalo/.zi. and for a lirief period tauiihl tin

iiietliod a-^ ;i pupil teacher in an infant school, kept liy an uncle and auii

of hi~. at ."^tockton-on-'rees.

He then wa> foiliiiiMte in securinu an ai)pointment as headinaslei .

the National Schools al l.amlietli, where he remained during the yea'

IS.')! 1811(1. lie continued with fervour his Ixitanii'al studies, sained

tir-t class certificati' in liotany and foundeil the Society of Amateur Hotai

i<ts. Hero he hecame acciuainted with Worthincton (!. Smith, anot. '

ardent lover of Tiature. and a hotaiiisl of no mean achieveiiient. It

iialural that llii> as>ociation led iiini to Kecome more specially intprcsti I

ill the study of micro-fiiiiKi and funsioiis parasites. Diirinu this time 1:

prepared a conipieliensive aii'ounl entitled ,1 I'laiii mill Hosfi Arroiinl

Jinlisli Fiiiiiii. of which tlie foiiilh edition appeared in ISIiO.

No doulit. his famous little liook- for the yoiitm. small octavo shillii-

maiiuals l>\ "rncle NFatt,'" ivolved durinu this time too. Cooke lov

children lo hi- old ajic. anil hi-; -imple laiiiiiiatie was certainly <'alcula1'


