
The Provincial Railway of Hew Brunswick:
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Tins quriation is intercstino- to every iiiliubifant of <lio Vrovlnco,
because, whetlier vuluntuiily or otlienx ise, he is j)ltn*ed uiiilcr bonds
lor the due uud regular di,schar<^e of tlie iat'-re.'^l, and eveuluuliy of
the whoki iuvestiiieut. Since the coinnieueenieat of the work, a sum
not far from one iniliion four Imndred tliousaud dolhirs lias ]n'VAi

levied u])on tlie iiublic, in the form of customs duties, and remitteil
out of tlie country, to make g'ood the delicicucy of the railway earu-
iijys to me(!t tJie interest.

This i.s a clear addition to the original cost. After upwards of fivo
years' experience since tlie road was completely opencid, the average
annual deliciency is very nearly, if not quite, a quarter of a milli(»n of
dollars, Avith but faint symj)toms of any diniinution of this progress-
ive accuiuulatiou of outlay for the beneiit of local and ])rivate int'ei-ests

alo)ie. It involves also not only the so-far unproduciive abs-orplion
of the public treasure, but of the means of a(le<iuately i)roviding for
works and improvements, strictly provincial in their character.' and
required by sound economy. The evil iu quest ion must continue,
just in the degree that the net earnings of the railway fail to be suf-
ticient to meet the interest on the cost. They liave signally failed in
this respect, during the live years that the Avork lias been'uiuler ex-
])eiiment, and to all appearance will, if subject to existing regula-
tions, continue largely to fail for many years to come. lleiKx the
interest and import of the question to all concerned: Is this progres-
sive and indetinite addition to the unproductive cost an inevitable
necessity, under the peculiar circumstances of the provincial railway*
or why should it not pay?
Though plausible reasons may be adduced why this work should

not be expected to pay, such as the excessive cost, smallness of ])up-
idation and trade, and want of connection wutli other railways, or
"isolation," yet it may be demonstrated that one and all of 'these
reasons form no admissible excuse for its xn-esent or past tinuncial
position, or for its burthensome and inequitable pressure upon the
niass of the provincial community v.ho do not use it, and to Vvliom it

is of no appreciable beneiit.

It is now proi)osed to submit a fair and unreserved exposition of
the relationship of this work to the true inten^sti- of the whole pro-
A'incial public; including those who derive all the beneiit, uiid the
large majority wlu) bear the burthen without benefit.

Aided by materials furnished in the Annual i reports of the Com-
niistioners of the Ifailwiiy, and by other public documents, tin fol-

lowing tabulated statement luis been preiiured, exhibliing cciiaiu
data in a comi)endious form for convenient reference. Tlu'inforuni-
tion under some of the heads, tlirough absence of the requisite ma-
terials, is not so i)erfect as desirable, but the particular conclusion
involved is not thereby alfected. The chief imperfection alluded to,

is tliUi vvhici; ail.-.t& from the uccc.v^ity of calculaLingiJic iutcrc.-t ui'uii
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