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upon the mind of the good bishop and others that the

Methodists were not called to attend to these things

;

and hence for several years they were suffered to sleep.

This subject has, however, more latterly awakened a
very general interest in the Church, and the cause of

education has been prosecuted with vigor and success,

as will be noticed in the proper place.

After the adjournment of the conference, Bishop
Asbury commenced his tour of the continent by travel-

ing through tha southern states, and thence west
over the Alleghany Mountains into Tennessee and
Kentucky, contending with almost all sorts of difficul-

ties, and yet everywhere scattering the seeds of eter-

nal life. From the west he returned and visited the

northern and eastern states, and on arriving at the

city of New-York, he says, after mentioning that he
had been much afflicted in body, particularly with an
inflammatory rheumatism in his feet,—

" I have found, by secret search, that I have not preach-

ed sanctification as I should have done. If I am restored,

this shall be my theme more pointedly than ever, God
being my helper. I have been sick upward of four months,

during which time I have attended to my business, and
rode, I suppose, not less than three thousand miles."

In this journey he had the satisfaction to behold, in

many places, a revival of the work of God, which,

amid the gloom occasioned by his debility, the rough-

ness of the roads, and the coarseness of his fare, par-

ticularly in the new countries, made him " rejoice in

hope of the glory of God." While a foundation was
laymg for an extensive work of God in the western
states, New-England began filore fully to " stretch
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