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Reminiscences of the survey and cutting out of the

BoundarTj Line between Canada and the United

States, from the Spring^ of 1843 to the close of

operations in the field, in the fall of 1845.

[Road before the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, Hth October,

1856, aad published in the Journal of the Society.]

As no account has yel been published of the very

interesting survey of the Boundary Line between Canada

and the United States, which took place between the

years 1842 and 1845, except that by Lieut. Col. Robin-

son, R. E., published in the " Corps' Papers," which is

principally confined to matter purely of a scientific nature

;

I have been induced to put hastily together, to read for

you this evening, a few reminiscences of my own

observations of what took place during the period of my

employ in the Commission, regretting, at the same time,

my inability to obtain Col. Robinson's Report, that 1

might have embodied with these recollections some of

the valuable information therein contained.

The important question of the actual division line that

should form the boundary between Canada and the States,

for a long period of years was a matter of dispute, and

even at one time seriously threatened the peace of the

two Powers : therefore, as a preface to these observations,

I will endeavour to afford a brief account of the tract of

disputed territory which formed for so many years a

subject of controversy.


