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the model for other institutions—the centre of all improvement in things
taught, no less than in the art of teaching them—the nursery of instructors

as well as pupils—thus not merely accomplishing the direct benefit of those
to whom its instruction extends, but irradiating by its example the whole
circumference of human knowledge.

To this intellectual cultivation, will be added that, without which all

instruction is valueless, and all learning the mere ability for evil—that moral
discipline which makes men virtuous and happy at their own firesides.
" My desire is," says he, " that all the instructors and teachers in the
College shall take pains to instil into the minds of the scholars, the pure
principles of morality, so that on their entrance into active life, they may,
from inclination and habit, evince benevolence towards their fellow crea-

tures, and a love of truth, sobriety, and industry." When this har' ny
between the heart and the understanding ceases, mere knowledge is a '^ ^rse,

and men become intellectual statues, with the perfect forms of manly
exterior, but cold and selfish and worthless to the community which endures
them. Our youth too will not fail to be deeply imbued with that enthu-
siastic devotion to republican government, and that knowledge of his public
rights and duties, which should form the basis of the American character.

It is thus that the founder strictly enjoins, *' that by every proper means,
a pure attachment to our republican institutions, and to the sacred rights

ot conscience as guaranteed by our happy constitution, shall be formed and
fostered in the minds of the scholars."

Nor need there be any dread that such an education will disqualify them
for their pursuits in after-life. In this country all pursuits are open to all

men, nor should the humblest citizen despair of the highest honours of the

republic. They err who suppose that because men are instructed they may
desert the ordinary walks of employment. There never can be such an over-

education of the mass of the people. Men labour not for want of knowledge,
but for want of bread. The cultivation of the mind, like the cultivation of
the soil, only renders it more productive, and knowledge becomes the best

auxiliary to industry by rendering the labourer more intelligent and more
ambitious to excel. The youths thus instructed will go forth into the

various pursuits of life, many of which are in their nature mechanical ; but
they will begin with the disposition and the power not merely to excel in

them, but to rise beyond them ; and they will emerge from their workshops,
as their countrymen, Franklin, and Rittenhouse, and Godfrey, and Pulton,

did before them, reaching all the distinctions of the state which may be
honourably won by talents and character.

That the scene of so man> blessings may be appropriate to them, it is

intended to make this structure worthy of its great object ;—^worthy of the

name of its founder, and of the cit^ which he was so anxious to embellish.

Among the sciences most needed in this country, where individual wealth
is hastening to indulge its taste, and where every state, and city, and county,

requires extensive public buildings, is architecture. Indispensable in the

rudest forms of life, it becomes the highest ornament of the most enlight-

ened. In every stage of its progress, the style of its public works displays

the character of the nation which rears them. Disproportioned and grotesque

among a course of unlettered people—in nations more advanced, often over

ornamented with the gaudy profusion and the caprices of tasteless wealth

—it is only when sustained by the public spirit of a community at once
enlightened and generous, that architecture attains its highest glory—

a

refined simplicity. Of that perfection it is proposed that this structure

shall present a mcdel, the equal at least of similar works in any other coun-

try, and not unworthy of the best days of antiquity—a structure which will

at once gratify the honourable pride of every citizen of tlie United States,


