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»ae courfe of their preparation changed for the

Gloucefter) was the fame he failed with above

eight months after from St. Helens. On this

change of deftination, the equipment of the

fquadron was ftill profecuted with as much vi-

gour as ever, and the vidualling, and whatever

depended on the Commodore, was fo far ad-

vanced, that he conceived the fhips might be

capable of putting to fea the inftant he fhould

receive his final orders, of which he was in daily

expedlation. And at laft, on the 28th oi June

1 740, the Duke of Newcajiky Principal Secre-

tary of State, delivered to him his Majefty's

inftrudlions, dated J^wa^^ry 3 1 , 1739, with an

additional inftrudlion from the Lords Juftices,

dated June i^, 1740. On the receipt of thefe,

Mr. Anfon immediately repaired to Spitbead, with

a refolution to fail with the firft fair wind, flat-

tering himfelf that all his delays were now at

an end. For though he knew by the mullers

that his fquadron wanted three hundred feamen
of their complement, (a deficiency which, with
all his afliduity, he had not been able to get
fupplied) yet, as Sir Charles fVaggr informed him,
that an order from the board of Admiralty waa
difpatched to Sir John Norris to fpare him the

numbers which he wanted, he doubted not of
his complying therewith. But on his arrival af
Port/mouthy he found himfelf greatly miftaken

and difappointed in this perfuafion : for on hia

application. Sir John Norris told him, he could
ipare him none, for he wanted men for his own

B 4 fleet.
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