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with which he came in contact, gave the name Hiawatha to his

patchwork.

Hiawatha is an Iroquois name connected with Central New York.

The Iroquois were mortal enemies of the Algonkins, and the feud

between these two stocks was the most inveterate and far reaching

of any in America. It was, in fact, the only Indian tribal hatred

that rose to historical importance, and it was by the adherence of

the Iroquois, the "Five Nations" of New York, that English

dominion in North America was established.

The Algonkin force of America was on the French side, but the

Iroquois held all water communication between Lake Erie and

Ontario, the greatest strategic position on the continent at that

period. They cut the Algonkins in two, and prevented France

from receiving their undivided assistance.

Had the whole Algonkin power aided the French, they would

have had great chances of victory. Had the Iroquois been friends

of the Algonkins and acted with them, there could have been no

doubt of the triumph of France at that juncture. But the Algonkins

and Iroquois were mortal enemies ; the Algonkins were friendly to

the French, the Iroquois to the English.

In the face of all this Schoolcraft makes Hiawatha, who is

peculiarly Iroquois, the leading personage in his Algonkin conglom-

erate ; Hiawatha being an Iroquois character of Central New York

(he is connected more particularly with the region about Schenec-

tady), while the actions to which Schoolcraft relates him pertain

to the Algonkin Chippewas near Lake Superior.

It is as if Europeans of some future age were to have placed

before them a great epic narrative of French heroic adventure in

which Prince Bismarck would appear as the chief and central Gallic

figure in the glory and triumph of France. The error and absurdity

would be, as the Germans say, colossal, but not greater or more

towering than in Schoolcraft's Hiawatha. Longfellow, of course,

could not free himself from the error contained in his material ; but

the error, which was not his own ^nd which he had no means of

correcting at that time, did not prev !nt him from giving his work

that peculiar charm which is inseparable from everything which he

did.
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