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she may not have quite met the public expectations

of this country (not very accurately informed as to

the state of feeling in the Province), she has not

been entirely neglectful of her defences, but is at

this moment much better prepared to resist attack

than she ever was at any former period of her

history.

In 1855 the Militia Law of Canada, was careiuUy

revised ; under that law the Government enrolled,

drilled, and armed, at the expense of the Province,

a very respectable volunteer force. The country

was divided into military districts, and the whole

sedentary militia, consisting of every man capable

of bearing arms, was organized.

In 1862, the law was amended to enable the

Commander-in-Chief to make the enrolment more

reliable and perfect. The Volunteer organization

was rendered more general, arms and clothing were

given to all persons who desired to enlist in those

Volunteer corps. It is assumed, on good authority,

that Canada, at the close of this year, will have

15,000 volunteers, equal, if the population of the

two countries are contrasted, to 105,000 for the

British Islands.

All the officers or the Sedentary Militia are now

required to receive military training and instruction.

They are removed if they do not. Hereafter no

officer will be appointed or promoted who has not

acquired a fair knowledge of arms. The number of

officers whom it is the design of this system to qua-
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