
I'ATIIIOTISM OP COLORED AMEUICANS. ir>

In the engravings of Washington crossing the Delaware, o

the evening previous to the battle of Trent( n, Dec. 2r)th,

1779, a cofored soldier is seen, on horscbaek, quite promi-

nent, near the Commander-in-Chief,— the same figure that,

in other sketches, is seen pulling the stroke oar in that mem-
orable crossing. This colored soldier was Prince Whipple,
body-guard to Gen. Whipple, of New Hampshire, who was
Aid to General Washington.
The names of the two brave men of color who fell, with

Ledyard, at the storming of Fort Griswold, were Lanibo
Latham and Jordan Freeman. When Major Jllontgomery,

one of the leaders in the expedition against the Americans,

was lifted upon the walls of the fort by his soldiers, flourish-

ing his sword and calling on them to follow him, Jordan
Freeman received him on the point of a pike, and pinned him
dead to the earth. • "'f

Ebenezer Hills died at Vienna, New York, August, 1849,
aged one hundred and ten. He was born a slave, in Stoning-

ton, Connecticut, and became free when twenty-eight years of

age. He served through the Revolutionary War, and was at

the battles of Saratoga and Stillwater, and was present at the

surrender of Burgoyne. - »i^ •

In Washington's Will, special provision is made for hi*
" mulatto man William, calling himself William Lee,'V

granting him his immediate freedom, an annuity of thirty

dollars during his natural life, or support, if he preferred

(being incapable of walking or any active employment) to

remain with the family. "This I give him," says Washing-
ton, " as a testimony of my sense of his attachment to nie,

and for his faithful services during the Revolutionary War^
Simon Lee, the grandfather of William Wells Brown, on

his mother's side, was a slave in Virginia, and served in the

War of the llevolution. Although honorably discharged,

with the other Virginia troops, at the close of the war, ho was
sent back to his master, where ho spent the remainder of his

life toiling on a tobacco plantation.

Jonathan Overton, (says the Edenton Whig,) a colored

man, and a soldier of the Revolution, died at this place, at

the advanced age of one hundred and one years. The de-

ceased served under Washington, and was at the battle of

Yorktown, besides other less important engagements. He


