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fhip, the Britifh Minifter did not come empty

handed to Sweden. Whatever difguft may have

fubfifted between the Courts of Peterfburg and

London, the connexion had never been wholly-

broken off.—While we had entered into no en-

gagements pofitively hollilc to her, the wife and

politic Princefs who governs, and will continue

to govern the North, fuv, th out^h the perplexi-

ties of cur foreign f) ftem, fome glimmering rays

of light by which Great Britain, in better times,

might find her way to thofe old habits and old

friends, under the aufpices of which her profpe-

rity and pre eminence in Europe had been firft

obtained For thofe tim.es fiie had referved her-

felf. Deciding., therefore, upon a facrifice of

fo much importance to Sweden, the Britifh Mi-

nifter might have demanded with reafon a fimi-

]ar pledge of her fidelity. But it is eafy to per-

ceive that fuch an cngrao-ement would have fa-

voured the views of Pruflia but in a collateral

dfGiree •. and PriilTia was to be firft confulted.

Bound hand and foot, and delivered over to

Frederick William, the Engliih nation was com-

pelled to follow his ftandard unconditionally,

without the profped of any one folitary benefit

to herfelf, whether of power, of comm.erce, or

pf navigation.
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