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i,o liavo asked llio Lord "to bless all

Ifiwyors with sliovt livus and peaceful

(loatliK, talu! i]i{>m all homo to lIo,vv(!n

aud not trouble; the worlil witli any tnoro

lilcc thoni." Sonic, I fear, would ovou

fcol disposed to select a ro^^ion said to

possess a diri'oront climate from that

named by the petitioner for the fnluro

homo of at least a portion of the leyal

fraternity.

The oxcitenjout caused l)y the action of

the Govorumeut roganhn^ the reserves

cahncd down after a time and the settlors

rj'sumed their work. Asweliad lew visit-

ors matters became very dull iuid mon-

otonous, a state of things which did not

suit me, aud soon ;.'rowintj tired, [ was

glad to avail myself of anythinf^ offtrinj,'

a chanj^o. It hai)poned that l^oyd had

on hand a quantity of tisli, which would

probably not al' bo required for home

consumption. I deteriiiined to send

several loads of these, which were pack-

ed in half-barrels, out by the Uarafraxa

road to the older settlements, aud em-

ployed a number of ox-teams with their

drivers, for the purpose, accompanying

them myself in order to attend to ihe

disposal of the cargoes sliould the cara-

van succeed iu forcing a way through.

For the iirst twelve miles wo mot wdtli

110 dJDicnlty, but from that on to the

Maitland iiiyer we had to croas a suc-

cession of open streams and swamps.

Between wading and Houndoring, how-

ever, we managed to got through in

safety. It is true our speed was not of

a very high rate, but we considc'red it

good under the circumstances. So far

as the teamsters and myself wore con-

cerned we Jiad quite a jolly time of it,

but I fear that the poor patient oxen

failed to derive any great amount of

pleasure from their share in tlie enter-

prirse. Our train attracted considerable

attention as v.-e paivsed tiirough the older

settlements, wdiich was not surprising

in view of the odd ai)pearance we must I

have presented. Our sleighs were con- i

structcd without any iron. A curved I

piece of wood, resting on the necks of

the o\en and held in pftsition by an or-

dinary ox bow, foriiuid the ytke, tho

ends of whicli extended on each side of

tho ox so as to allow tho sleigh-shaftH

to bo attached thereto. We went through

Fergus to (iU(;lph and thence througli

I'^ramossa and isriu to Ballinaf'id wiiere,

having disposed of all the lisli, I sent

the teams home. I rcmiaiiied witii my
i)rother Thomas, who was in business

iu that place, and assisted him in bin

collccitions. It was Mien nearly the end

of February. The weather was very

severe, eacli day seeming colder than its

predecessor. The snow was over tliroo

feet deep on tlu^ level, and the roads

were so badly drifted that it was 'lilficult

to travel. This continued throughout

tho entire month of ' March, with no

chan<,'o for tho better, and as might have

beeu expected under such circumstances,

food became scarce aud starvation among
cattle general from Kingston Lo Saniia.

Few succeeded iu saving their wIkjIo

stock aud many lost all through slu^ro

starvation, l-'.mpty barns surrounded

with cattle, some unable to rise, others

standing with their backs in the form of

a rainbow and shivering with cold, was
a common picrure. C(doncl Talbot had
fifty head shot rather than see them
starve to death. IIow the farmers con

trived to put in their si)ring cro))s w ith

their teams iu the state to which ti)ey

must have been reduced, I did not wtilt

to see, as I v.as glad toe: cape from such

scenes of wretcliediu'ss and misery.

About tho middle of April I left for home,

carrying a pack of soiue forty pounds.

During the winter the road through

to the INIaitland (now Mount Fore.->t)

had been )ve])t well broken and so far I

found the trami)ing fairly good, but from

that on to McCauley's licaver-meadow

(distant thirty miles) it was quite differ-

cut. Tlio snow still covered the entire

surface but was melting fast under the

influence of a bright sun. All the hol-

lows being filled with water but conceal-


