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then they were laid by his immediate successors.

The escutcheon of the Franciscans on the wall is

a twisted cord and a cross on wl ch are nailed the

arms of the Christ and the arm of St. Francis. The

Christ arm is bare. The Franciscan's arm is cov-

ered.

Unlike other Missions built of adobe, San Xavier

is of stone and brick. It is loo by thirty feet. The

transept on each side of the nave runs out twenty-

one feet square. The roof above the nave is sup-

ported by groined arches from door to altar. The

cupola above the altar is fifty feet to the dome.

The other vaults are only thirty feet high. The

windows are high in the clearstory and set so deeply

in the casement that the light falling on the mural

paintings and fresco work is sifted and softened.

Practically all the walls, cupola, dome, transept,

nave, are covered with mural paintings. There is

the coming of tho Spirit to the Disciples. There

is the Last Supper. There is the Conception.

There is the Rosary. There is the Hidden Life of

the Lord.

The main altar has evidently been constructed

by the Jesuits; for the statue of St. Francis Xavier

stands below the Virgin between figures of St.

Peter and St. Paul and God, the Creator. On the

groined arches of the dome are figures of the Wise

Men, the Flight to Egypt, the Shepherds, the An-

nunciation. Gilded arabesques colored in Moorish

shell tints adorn the main altar. Statues of the

saints stand in the alcoves and niches of the pillars


