
< iys;ai, uiuii ii;:.uiy liic laUer hm Iatii i. .inplotely altered to ser-
pcntiiK-, ri!l!i - ') even then the outline of tlie ';.ri.!,'!!ial crv^tal
may still ,•« lic discerned. Most frcri>icntly the scr]>en-
tiiie wliich forms alon.!,' the cracks is in tlic firm ..f paraUel l"i!Kjr>.

lying transverse to the crack, wiiile that aruiind tiic margins also
nrp-.Tirs as fibers, more m- :.-. naralkl, or rather radially arranged.

'' ''ic alteration
'

c-.-ded further, the intf'rior of the
'''^""^ '^''>'--^''''

' ''v l1!*ers, but these most n-nally
have no pariiu; i: .:).n:ai:.n and appear rather as an irregular
network.

"^'1^'"^ '

'- unusual in this mode of alteration of r,li\inc

to serpentine. Uit the feature it is desire! to einpha^i/e is thai the
serpentine so proiluced is generally fibrous, in very large measure
if not entirely. The libers, however, are quite microscopic in

length, and for the most part do not lie parallel to one another,
iHit are interwoven or felted, as a result of which specimens of
the serpentine appear to tiie unaided eye, to have a ihoroughlv
cumi)act. massive texture.

Structurally, then, the difference between chrysotile and mas-
sive seriK-ntine is one of degree and nnf uf kind. 'I'lie former
name is u>ed to deno'e those occurrences in which tlic tii)ers are
-) long a. to be visible to the eye: they may lie parallel t.. one
another (cross fiber), but not necessarily -.

i slip fiber i. \\ Ihtc
on the other hand the fillers arc micn.scnpic. with no regular
orientation, their avLTei^a:; .-i ][:i- ].^yU ,,,, :i... ...i.

,, ••.,,.,..

sivc" serpentis

The above cmnpari.son of tiie mam [iroperties of massive ser-
pentine and chrysotile has been presented rather fully wiih the
view of showing their complete i.lentiiy, although tlie far: that
there is no essential dill'ertnce between them is no doubt realized
by most mineralogi-:^^ If due allowance be ma.le f ,r the .lif-

fercnce in their crystalline perfection, it is probabiv safe to sav
that the three substances picrolite. chrysotile-asbestos and mns^-vc
serpentine are re'ate.l to nne another in exactly the >ame wav as

loluc, hornblende-asbestos and nephrite.


