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" Mort'ovfr, tlit'Sf s.iiiio rJiitclinicn am huildiiip fur tlipKir

at Uic prt'sciit iiiniiiciit, six vcsst'ls, ilrsii^nod after the b(

models of tlit'ir own navy. Destonches — ah I perhaps y
don't, know Krstouclii's '.' "'

" No, nionsi'-'ur," r(>pli('d I>'Artagnaii.
•' He is a man with a .siii_t,'uhirly sure eyo for the good a

bad (pialities of a ship that has just been lannched. A va
ble talent, that I Xature is really very whimsical. Well
thouj^ht Pestouches just the rit,'ht sort of a man to have in

port, and lie is watciiin}^ the constriietion of the six ves.s(

the Cnited I'rovinees are buildinfj for his Majesty. They w
have each seventy-eiglit irnns. Vou must see from all th
Miy dear M. (r.\.rta'_,Mi;in, that if the Kiuj; wanted to <piari

with tlie I'nited Provinces, he woiild have a jjretty fair sort

a Heet. Now, yon know yourself better than any one t

splendid condition of our land forces."

D'Artaj^nan ami Aramis stared at each other in surprise a:

admiration at the mysterious changes accomplished by i\

man in a few years.

Colbert understood them. This unintentional flattery mov
him more than anything else could have done.

'* If we in France knew nothing of all this, outside Fran
they must know still less," said D'.Vrtagnati.

" Just what I have been remarking to M. l'Amba.ssadeni
returned Colbert ;

" so that if Spain is neutral and Englai
aids us — "

" If England aids you," interrupted Aramis, "I can promi
you the neutrality of Spain."

" Your hand on that," exclaimed Colbert, with his blu
joviality. '• .\nd, by the way, speaking of Spain, you have n
the Golden Fleece, M. d'Alameda? I heard the King say t

other day he should prefer seeing you wear the ribbon of 5

.Michael."

Aramis bowed.
"Alas!" thought D'Artagnan, "and Portlios is not hen

When all these largesses are going about, there would ha
been a few ells of ribbon for him, surely I honest Fortl-oa !

"

"M. d'Artagnan,"" resumed Colbert, " I fancy, between ou
selves, you would have no objection to leading your mnsketee
into Holland. Do you know how to swim ?

"

.\nd he burst out laughing, like a man who is in a very g:

humor indeed.


