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the attaclied siirt'iicc. Hut on tlic extensive Hats at the

upper ends of Xanoose I'.ay and of Oyster llarlior tliey

occur free on tlie surface hy thousands and more or leas

covered with harnacU's.

(lood si)eciniens reacli two inciies in leiifftli t)y an inch

and a lialf in hreadth. witli a straiirlit dorsal niarf,'in and

a semicircular ventral curvature. The right, upper or

smaller valve is nearly Hat or hut little convex and (its

into the margins of the larger, convex, lower or left valve,

the greater part of tlie lower and posterior margin being

scalloped, while the left valve has corresponding ridges

and points. The color is usually dark (those under

stones lighter) with the older parts weathered grayish

and the umhoiuil region of the left valve is often attached

to a small stone or another oyster or hears a scar. In-

ternally the shell is extensively iiigmented, dark, with

smaller hands or hlotches of lighter ])earl. while the

muscle scar is lather lighte" and handed. The mantle is

broadly margined with dark, whicli nuiv also creep up

on to the abdomen.

The most interesting feature in connection with the

Pacific oyster of Canada is its divergence in some re-

spects from the mode of breeding of our Atlantic species.

In the British Columbia form there is no jirimary sepa-

ration of individiuds into males and females—the sexes

are united in eacli individual. In other w<»rds each in-

<lividual is bisexiud, moncecious or hermai)hrodite. In

this resi)ect it is identical with the English or c(mimon

European species (O.strea eduUs L.).

My first observations were made on duly li', ou

sjH'cimens ])rocured under stones near the Biological

Station. Nearly all ajipeared to be males, and, as they

were of small size. I took it that, as commonly occurs,

the males hatl ripened earliest. But one was of medium

size and contained eggs that at once attracted my atten-

tion on account of their large size, ojiacity and rare ex-

hibition of nucleus. Measured exactly as all my former

measurements, these gave: Oc. V. ol).i. 2 (1.5; Oc. V,


