
publicity biiifaii-x. hiuI oiher bodi.M.
And all th»- tinif wittch)^ cniAiis of
refugees were prt-ssiriK eastward, to-

ward Vladivci'^tok KiiKslariK. Serbs,
tireekx. I'ole.x. J<ws- men and wotricn
and I'hildren of all natlonalitliw and
conditlunH. They settled in raihvay
cars, railwav titations, military liai

-

raik^ whi-rever tbir<- were I'oiii-

walln and a roof.

The Zeinslvi. ..(ficials in VlailivuH-

tok worked like beavers. Atiiid all

thf <litllciiltiefl and mistakeM. one saw
clearly that a .strong denioeratif sys-

tem «f Kovernrnent wa.s Kradnally
einerKinn. At th.- ('it\ of Tomsk ihi-

ueveral Siberian Zem.stvos wre bf-

in^ co-ordinated, and a central ko\-
ernment wa.n uraclnally but certain-
ly eVolvinK and u.sKUinin;; definite oiit-

lineH. At the .samp time about '.lO

inemberB of the original Itu.ssian ("on-

stitueiit As.senilily which had been
dispersed by the Holshevikl. u.ssem-
bled at I'fa, a town on the Sibi rian
fide of the I'ral Mountains. National
proupH added lo the representation
and an All-ltussian Convention was
held. The convention elected a Di-
rectorate of Five to orKanizf an All-

lluesian go\ernment. The seat of

the new ({ovei-nmei\t was Omsk.
The All-Kusslan Directorate fell to

Work. The several ministries were
orsanized and the labor of rebuild-
ing the countiy proceeded ajtace.

One heard very little about the liol-

frhiviki at this time. The fact was
that the Siberian Soviets had never
gone to jcreat extremes, as in Kuro-
pean Jlus-sia, and the chanRes from
Zemstvo to Soviet sovrnment and
back a^ain to Zemstvo sovernment
had not been of such a drastic na-
ture as to cause great bitternesH. The
masfl of the people were very hope-
ful and had great confidence in their

new Zemstvo officials, whom they felt

to be truly representative of their

interests and ideals.

Their attitude toward the Ainerl-

cana was that of a small boy in dis-

tress who sees his strong older broth-
er coming to his rescue.

"The Americans are our brothers,"

I heard on all sides. "The A meri-
cane fought (or their own liberty and
won it. Now they have come to help

us wiB our liberty. They will siiow

MS how to establish a United States

ut RiMSia."

The newspapers were full of ac-
counts of the excellence of the
American HoldietK: how the> . ooked
their colle.. in the morning by ilje
sul,. of th.. railway tram, bon they
lauKhed and playe.l and .^aiij;: how
I heir otticeis Wore nearlv the same
••lothinK a» the men, .md wer. nei-
ther arroKant nor irii.l, li.,w con
sidorate and polit.. the> were with
women; and how Keneious with cik-
an Ite.s ,|tul kopek.s.
The Zemstvos were wi.rkui!; ..iii ,i

scheme oi government on ibe model
of the Inited States. -Ily the time
we are through," one of their lead-
ing olllcials said to me. we shall
have your Ameruaii t'cjiistitutioii,
with such chanKes as will accommo-
date it to the peculianile.s of Kus-
sian life. The particular chanwes t..

which I refer are such as will allow
of a broader e.xpaiision abniK thi-
lines of national, state, county and
niiinieipal ownership of public utili-
ties."

"We have established a special Hu-
reaii in our Zemstvo," the chairman
toM me, "whose l)iisineHs it is to ob-
tain all i)os.sib|e information about
the way America lives and works, so
that We can teach the Siberians the
best po.s.sible methods. Permit me
to introduce you to the chief of this
bureau—M. Afanasyeir."
And the excellent .\fanasyeft pro-

ceeded to explain to me the workings
of his bureau. ...
Such was the condition of Siberia

in the early days of October 1918.

l-lrst Inroads of the New .Vutocrary

One morning, about the middle of
October, I found M. Medvieyeff, t^.o
Chairman of the Maritime Province
Zemstvo (an office equivalent to that
of governor with us) in a gloomy
mood.
He had received a disquieting piece

of news. A Commissar was arriving
in Vladivostok, setjt by the AU-Rus-
slan Directorate at Omsk, to superin-
tend the affairs of the Province.
What the exact function of this Com-
missar would be he did not know. A
sort of inspector, to watch over the
Constitution of the Province? But
the Constitution of the Province pro-
vi,ded for no such office. It was very
disquieting.

The Commissar, M. Zimmerman,
indeed arrived in Vladivostok, and

^^


