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wowîderful. As te the ashes, aIl alkalies bias-
ten the decomposition of the erganic and
inorganie elements cf the soit and cause te
be prepared more rapidly the food of plants,
but they are net te, be rclied upon as prema-
nent fertilizers, like animal and vegetable
manures. Thcy hasten the preparation of
Plant food and expose it te Le more readily
consumed by vegetatien ; therefore, unless
adequate returns are made te the soit in other
manures, the land in time becomes exhaus-
ted of its nutritive elements in proportion
as the creps are increased.

Common Salt, (ebloride of sodium)entire-
]y different in its elemrnts from plaster,
(thc sulphate of lime) has Iong, been known,
eheia applied at the rate of not more than
five bushels te the acre, te lands net dres-
sed with saIt by the spray or mist froin
saît water, or containing sufficient saît to
increase the productiveness cf a soil defi-
cdent in sait, and aIse te Le destructive te
insect8. Experiments with sait are contra-
dictory-but harmonize in one respect.
When saIt is applied in the interier Leyond
the influence cf the Sait spray or clouds cf
niist from the sait water, often carried by
strong winds xnany miles inland, it is always
beneficial-so, it is with plaster. Its appli-
cation on seabeard àa net so beneficial as
farther inland. IDuring the great easterly
storm, in 1816, the glass in the easterly
windows cf bouses became encrusted ever
,with salt twenty miles frein the ocean.

Neither herse manure or muck used
Dlone, are advisable as; a top dressing.
Tbey lay tee loose upon the surface, dry up,
loac their strongth and do net settle down
80011 onoug:,h about the grass, rects-but the
Lest xncthod is te, compost the herse and
Cow manure, when fresh, before any cf'their
armeonia bas escaped in the proccas cf'coin-
position, and take one part herse mianure,
two parts peat and one part loam, thus the
productive value of each will be inecased-
and spread just before the grass starts se
that the manuire ay accu be protccted by
the grass frein evapcratien-therefore, the
above experiment doos net settle the truc
value cf animal manures compared with the
other substances uscd, but enly their rela-
tive value as used in the manner they werc.

If the exerements of the cow and herse
are applied as a top drcssing,,,in a green state,
there uîust Le necessarily a great wasre of
their strength by evaporation, and if net
uspd, until they have rotted down te a fine
condition, without being eoinposted, suited
te the purpose cf tep dressing, there must

have been a waste by. the escape of thosc
guase during decomposition, whioli gasea,
if saved by composition, the nitrie acid, &o.,
would have nide a troble bulk equally good,
which constitute the value and strength of
these ruanures, -tberefore, these mlanures
should cither be cornposted wbcn green and
stroccst., or Le immediately applied to and
mixed up with the soil, betire any of their
strength is lost, during fermentation and
decomposition. The reason why old wcIli
worked compost equals pure manure i
its effects, is that nitrie acid is accumulatod
according to its; age and work, particularly
in hot weather. The nianure alone an
neither absorb or fix the amnuonia or njtric
acid-more material is necessary to do it.

When our agricultural colleges get fairly
in to operation, wc niay hope to see agricul-
turc becoîno a more exact science, The
application of science to practical agriont
ture, sbeuld be made with judgment and
great discrimination, as great as the astute
lawyer practices. in applying the principlea
and science to the case before the court.
Some farîners complain cf the agrieulturai
papers and scientiflo Ircatises OU agriculture,
because they cannot apply and practico up-
on cvery principal advanced ; being unable
te, do this, they decry book fiarîing, science
and collcgs,-when every mian cf cemmon
sense and observation, with a decent cern
mon sehool education, should know enougli
to know tbatjin a whole volume of the sound -
est principles and maxinîs of the law, there
may not be more than four linca applicable
te thc case in hand. The farmer in New
E mîland or Georgia, ivho expeets that evcry-
tbing whici lio reads in a journal, or in an
elaborate work on practical agriculture, must
apply te bis own case and eircumustanees, or
be useless, is as unwise and indiscriminate
as a lawyer would be who should attempt
to enlighten the court about bis case, by
taking his wliole libraryinto court and read-
ing it continuously, volume after 'volume,
to settle the question,wla 1dunoiet
an endorser of a promiissary note. The law-
yer dees net decry book lcarning, or the
science of the law or denounce the sehools,
because every principle laid down in his
thousands of volumes, doca not apply tothe
case in hand or his gencral practice, but he
studios bis books and seek8 to find such
prineiples as do apply, and failing in this,
hoe adopts general principles and reasons eut
fromn theso the desired result. The physi-
cian docs not burn bis library and decry
niedical Science, colleg'es, and the learning of


